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Poor access forces 
man to plead guilty 


A disabled man claims he 
pleaded guilty to a traffic 
offence to avoid having to go 
back to an inaccessible court. 
George Gelder came to the 
hearing at Southampton 
Magistrates’ Court last month 
in his scooter and could not use 
the front steps. After going in 
at another door he had to use 
two lifts and steep ramps. He 
also had to crawl across the 
floor to use the toilet. 

While he was first told he 


venience, his plea was accepted 
after he spoke to an advisor. 
“There was no way I was 
going back there,” he said. 
“Public buildings, especially a 
court, should be accessible.” 
Rachel Hurst chair of Rights 
Now, said: “It is a violation of 
his rights that he should be put 
through that sort of torture.” 
Mike West, justices’ chief 
executive for Hampshire magis- 
trates’ courts, said a new acces- 
sible court is due to open in 
Southampton in the autumn. 


Voice of strength: 21-year-old Tim Macbeth, who has muscular dystrophy, realising his dream of 
recording an album with his band Endorphin. Tim’s care assistant Mary Norton introduced him to her 
son Tony, a songwriter, and helped raise sponsorship for the album, released this month. DN’s own 
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“The jury has found you not guilty, but you pleaded guilty, 
so | am going to give you two years just to be safe!” 


Are comfort and 


posture support your 


main expectations from 


a wheelchair? 
For the care you and 
your relatives deserve 


We have wide expertise 
meeting specialist seating 
needs, using a range of 
branded comfort chairs and 


in house resources. 


Call Simon today for 
free advice and home 


, assessments. 


24 - 26 Glasshouse Street 

Nottingham NG1 3LW 

4 Opposite Victoria Centre 
car park entrance 


0115 
911 0316 


rock critic, Dan Batten, thinks he has absorbed his influences well and shows promise for the future. 


Docs rebel 


The British Medical Association (BMA) wants doctors to ignore NHS plans 


for the impotence drug Viagra. But disability groups have welcomed them. 


The proposals by the 
Department of Health (DoH) 
will allow many men with dis- 
abilities to get Viagra on the 
NHS, including those who have 
had radical pelvic surgery or 
their prostate removed, who 
have spinal cord injury, dia- 
betes, multiple sclerosis or sin- 
gle gene neurological disease. 
Organisations representing 
disabled men said they were 
worried people with disabilities 
would be given low priority by 
Government plans to consider 
rationing of Viagra (DN, 
October 1998). Now they say 
the proposals have reassured 


Big t 
Three leading car manufactur- 
ers have backed down from 
pulling out of a scheme supply- 
ing cars to disabled people. 

Ford, Peugeot, and Rover have 
now signed up to Motability’s 
contract hire scheme, following 
negotiations with Motability 
Finance Ltd (MFL), the finance 
company behind Motability. 

Ford.and Rover had been con- 
cerned about MFL’s plans to 
set the residual value of 
Motability vehicles — the price 


them. A spokesman for the 
British Diabetic Association 
(BDA) said: “Impotence is a 
problem which can affect up to 
50 per cent of men with dia- 
betes. The BDA welcomes the 
DoH’s recognition of this.” 

The DoH, however, was bow- 
ing to pressure from the BMA 
to spell out its position. The 
proposals were announced as 
the BMA General Practitioners’ 
Committee met to advise doc- 
tors on prescribing the drug. 

Mr Dobson has advised doc- 
tors not to prescibe Viagra until 
consultation on the proposals 
is complete next month. But 


Muddiman: “delighted” at deal 


they may fetch after three years 

—and about MFL’s monopoly. 
Motability director Noel 

Muddiman said he was 


the committee urged doctors to 
ignore this and prescribe 
according to clinical need. 

Dr John Chisholm, chair of 
the committee, said Mr 
Dobson’s “cost cutting” pro- 
posals were discriminatory. “It 
is unethical to discriminate 
between people with equal 
cases of clinical need on the 
crude basis of the cause of their 
problem,” he said. 

He added that studies had 
shown Viagra to be less effec- 
tive for those with spinal 
injuries and prostate surgery 
than for other groups not 
included on Mr Dobson’s list. 


ree return 


“delighted” that negotiations 
had been successful. 

Neither Motability, Ford or 
Peugeot would go into much 
detail about what had been 
agreed. But a Rover spokesman 
said: “Our main concern was 
how the residuals were worked 
out. We wanted more control 
over that. After a lot of negotia- 
tion we are happy.” 

Dealers for the three manufac- 
turers will continue to handle 
Motability vehicles. 


Options speak 


louder than words. 


TOYOTA STARLET S 
3 DOOR AUTOMATIC 


NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


1.3 litre, 16V engine 
Driver’s airbag 

Engine immobiliser 
Side impact beams 
Rear wiper 

Tinted glass 

60:40 split/fold rear seat 
Power steering 


Available in 3 or 
5 door manual 


TOYOTA STARLET GLS 
5 DOOR AUTOMATIC 


NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


1.3 litre, 16V engine 
Driver’s airbag 

Engine immobiliser 
Side impact beams 
Rear wiper 

Tinted glass 

60:40 split/fold rear seat 
Power steering 


Available in 3 or 
5 door manual 


Electric front windows 
Height adjustable driver’s seat 


/Yotability 


For more information call 0800 777555 www.toyota.co.uk 


THE CAR IN FRONT ISA @) TOYOTA 


PLEASE COMPLETE COUPON AND SEND TO: TOYOTA (GB) LIMITED, INFORMATION SERVICE, 12 FENTON WAY, BASILDON SSI5 6SL. 


PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON: L] HATCHBACKS [aI PEOPLE CARRIERS lal: SALOONS [ VAN CONVERSIONS 
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Yorkshire trail wins 

An interactive trail for disabled 
and non-disabled children to 
help them learn about coun- 
tryside management has won 
this year’s BT Countryside for 
All Award. Bolton Abbey 
estate in Yorkshire used young 
disabled “consultants” from 
Chester Lodge School in 
Cheshire to help design the 
Cumberland Trail. 


Video to raise issues 

A video* developed by and fea- 
turing a group of disabled peo- 
ple from Merseyside has been 
launched by Scope. The video 
highlights issues of indepen- 
dence and disability awareness. 


*Free to professional users 
from tel: 0151-525 1100. 


Don’t stop us teaching 
Skill, the national bureau for 
students with disabilities, has 
attacked draft Government 
guidelines on assessing med- 
ical fitness to teach, which it 
says discourage trainers from 
considering disabled people. 

This follows the launch of its 
booklet Into Teaching*, which 
aims to encourage more dis- 
abled people to apply to teach. 
Currently only 0.1 per cent of 
teachers are disabled. 


*£6.50 (£2 for students) from 
tel: 0171-450 0620. 
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BUSINESS PRESS 


Carers might be better off 
through the Government’s new 
pension plans but pensioners 
and disabled people still won’t 
benefit, charities claim. 

The Government Green Paper, 
Partnership in Pensions, 
launched in December, pledges 
an overhaul of the current pen- 
sions system to help those on 
low income, including carers. 

‘Vhe—"Carers— “National 
Association’s acting head, 
Francine Bates, said the plans 
were a recognition of carers’ 
financial sacrifices. “Currently, 
many are left in poverty in 
retirement because they cannot 


contribute to a second tier pen- 
sion,” she said. 

Disabled people with a bro- 
ken work record will also bene- 
fit. But there are no plans for 
disabled people who have never 
worked. Disability Alliance 
director Lorna Reith said: “We 
are worried that they will be 
left with Income Support.” 

Other_plans* include. a 
Minimum Income Guarantee 
for existing pensioners, starting 
in April. A spokesman for Help 
the Aged said: “This does noth- 
ing to address the disincentive 
to save and backs the trend to 
support only the poorest.” 


Pensions not for all 


‘We need 
credits now, 
not later on’ 


Sue Luan-Jones (above right) 
cares for her disabled son and 
is disabled herself. She claims 
Incapacity Benefit but not 
Invalid Care Allowance (ICA). 

Under the proposals only 
those carers who get ICA will 
get credits to go into the new 
State Second Pension 

Sally West, a policy officer 
for Age Concern England, 


reckons people like Sue should 
still benefit because she is 
receiving “a disability 
contributory benefit.” 

But Mrs Luan-Jones won’t 
get compensation for all her 
years of caring as the 
proposals won’t be back- 
dated. “Carers need to start 
getting credits now, not ina 
few years,” she said. 


Interviews will 
be compulsory 


Disabled people trying to claim 
benefits will soon be forced to 
take part in an interview aimed 
at getting them into work. 

The so called Single Work 
Focused Gateways will provide 
a single way in for benefits, 
advice on employment, training 
or rehabilitation. 

The scheme starts with four 
pilot schemes in June, but inter- 
views in the pilot areas will 
only be mandatory next year. 

And the Government said the 
scheme could be introduced 
nationally within three years. 

Education and Employment 
Secretary, David Blunkett, said: 
“The single Gateway will give 
everyone tailored personal 


Lecturer wins 
fight with GPs 
over new drug 


A man with Parkinson’s disease 
has won a battle to get the drug 
he wants — for the time being. 

Christopher Brookeman, a 
university lecturer, has now 
been told by his GP practice 
that they will prescribe 
Entacapone, a drug he needs, 
on a weekly basis. 

Despite the drug being recom- 
mended by consultant Dr 
Andrew Lees, the practice had 
said it did not have enough 
experience of it. They said Dr 
Lees should prescribe it. 

Mr Brookeman said: “I feel 
angry. With Parkinson’s you 
need a stress-free situation.” 

Dr Lees, of the Middlesex 
Hospital, said the drug was not 
hard to prescribe, but there 
were always GPs who were 
reluctant to give out new drugs. 


advice through their own dedi- 
cated advisor.” 

But the Government has 
stressed that only those claim- 
ing Job Seekers Allowance will 
be forced to take jobs or other 
help. Some disabled people 
could defer their interview 
while still getting benefit, 
although this will only be 
allowed on an individual basis. 

Bert Massie, director of the 
Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
said he did not mind the com- 
pulsory nature of the inter- 


ylews.~ ih Lhe question. ‘is 


whether interviewers are prop- 
erly trained,” he said. “There 
must be professional backup.” 


Speak out: disabled actor Mat 
Fraser (above) is to present a 
new tv show on disability, even 
if he thinks its controversial 
title — Freak Out — is a “com- 
promise”. The show, from the 
makers of Eurotrash, will fea- 
ture disabled Hells Angels, and 
martial arts experts who will 
beat him up. “It’s good for this 
to show to happen,” he said. 
“We need to move goalposts, 
and the only things that do that 
are shows that take risks.” 


Look what’s cooking: kitchen designer Adam Thomas sits in one of 
the accessible kitchens he has designed for a unique new kitchen 
showroom which opened last month. Design Matters in 
Buckinghamshire claims to be the first ever accessible kitchen 
showroom. Mr Thomas insists, however, that this is not just a spe- 
cialist shop, but rather a shop which sells standard kitchens which 
happen to be accessible. For details, tel: (01628) 531584. 


SOUTH BUCKS FREE PRESS 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more _ for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask _ before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


Call the 24 hour request line 
now on 0990 134130 

or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN 2/99 Freepost 
NHO170, Kettering NN14 6BR. 
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4 News review 


Home has 
to remain 


In a case which could have 
widespread implications else- 
where, the High Court has 
ruled that North and East 
Devon Health Authority was 
wrong to seek to close a nurs- 
ing home which they had told 
one disabled resident would be 
her home for life. 

The health authority had 
claimed that Pamela Armstrong 
and others should now be cared 
for by social services. But Mr 
Justice Hidden said nursing 
was “health care” and could 
never be “social care”. 


Pay time 

The ay the year saw a 
higher than usual number of 
awards handed down by the 
courts, including a record £9m 
paid out to an accountancy stu- 
dent who was paralysed in a 
car crash. The High Court 
heard that Martijn Biesheuval 
had just finished accountancy 


run business. 


new models. 
No VAT. 


on request. 


exams and was due to start 
with a leading firm when the 
accident happened in 1994. 

A total of £2m was also paid 
out in damages to a two-year- 
old girl for injuries she received 
before she was born. Jade 
Heath’s mother Lorna was not 
seriously injured when the car 
she was travelling in was hit 
head on by another car when 
she was pregnant, but Jade’s 
oxygen supply was affected and 
she now has cerebral palsy. 

James Green, a six year-old 
boy who has cerebral palsy 
because he was given the wrong 
blood shortly after he was 
born, won £2.4m. The blood 
had been intended for another 
baby with the same name at 
Princess Alexandra Hospital in 
Harlow, Essex. 

And Esther Hamill, who was 
left disabled and blind after the 
oxygen supply to her incubator 
ran out after she was born, was 
awarded £1.65m. 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

Free 12 months insurance on 


No driving license required. 
Low deposit finance available 


A new kind of hotline: Prime minister Tony Blair (above right) has become the latest MP to have a text- 
phone installed in his constituency office, thanks to a joint initiative by the Royal National Institute for. 
Deaf People (RNID) and BT. He made his first call to James Strachan, RNID chief executive (above) 
left). More than 100 MPs have signed up to the initiative. Meanwhile, in a pilot scheme, the Post Office 
is paying for MPs to use the Royal National Institute for the Blind’s Braille transcription service. 


Mite wins 


A survey of how much money 
British businesses give to chari- 
ty has shown up a clear case of 
widow’s mite. The company 
which came top of the 
Charities Aid Foundation’s 
(CAF’s) “Generosity Index”, 
giving away over 10 per cent of 
its pre-tax profits, was Richer 
Sounds, a hi-fi chain store. 

Supposedly well-known do- 
gooder the Body Shop only 
came seventh, giving away 2.4 
per cent of its profits. And 
Camelot, the private company 


Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


e Will carry up to 32 stone. 
e Between 10-35 miles on one 


charge 


e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


which runs the National 
Lottery, came only ninth: its 
donations of £31.58m are only 
2.2 per cent of its profits. 

The CAF will now publish a 
similar index every Christmas. 


Honours 
Fred Heddell, chief executive of 
Mencap, won a CBE in the 
New Year’s Honours List for 
his work with people with 
learning disabilities. 

Mr Heddell said: “This privi- 
lege is so much about the 
achievements of people with 


MIKE BLENKINSOP STUDIOS 


learning disabilities and it is. 
recognition of Mencap’s his-| 
toric changes, which reflect the} 
importance of including people} 
with learning disabilities in the} 
decisions and choices of their] 
daily lives.” 

Other awards included an) 
OBE for Richard Excell, dis-| 
ability policy officer of the} 
Trades Union Congress. And} 
Stewart Simpson, the Council} 
for the Advancement of} 
Communication with Deaf) 
People’s chief executive, won an} 
OBE for his work over 19 years | 
with the organisation. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


O800 0746834 


Powerch 


Est 1982 


airS 
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News 5 


Stroke woman Ho 


not given bath 


A woman who had had a 
stroke was not given a bath for 
six months after being dis- 
charged from hospital. 

The woman from Warrington 
is mentioned in a new report 
published last month by the 
House of Commons Select 
Committee on Health. 

Wyn Higham, secretary of the 
Warrington Stroke Club, who 
gave evidence to the committee, 
said: “Washing is a difficult 
area as it depends whether it is 
a health or a social service.” 

The report condemns the 
nationwide lack of integration 


between health and social ser- 
vices. “Confusion about lines 
of responsibility is compound- 
ed by a lack of information 
about which services are avail- 
able,” it concludes. 

The committee also backed 
the Stroke Association’s call for 
written plans setting out what 
services patients should receive 
once they have left hospital. 

The Department of Health 
insists it is committed to tack- 
ling these issues in its paper, 
Partnership in Action. 


*£8, tel: 0345-023 474. 


The Scottish Parliament should 
have a disability minister and 
fund travel concessions and 
respite care for disabled people, 
Scottish disability groups say. 

Seven Scottish disability 
organisations last month 
launched an agenda setting out 
nine recommendations for the 
new Parliament. 

A spokeswoman for 
Capability Scotland, one of the 
charities involved, said: “The 
Scottish Parliament could lead 
the way on some issues such as 
short breaks for carers.” 

The consortium also wants its 
proposed Incapable Adults Bill 
(IAB) to become law by June 
2000. This aims to modernise 


current laws on medical con- 
sent and financial responsibility 
to give disabled people more 
control over their own affairs. 

Richard Norris, head of poli- 
cy for the Scottish Association 
for Mental Health, a member 
of the alliance, said: “There is 
an urgent need for reform as 
people are being harmed.” 

The IAB has received all-party 
support. In December, Henry 
McLeish, Minister for 
Devolution, told the alliance: 
“There is a need for legal inter- 
vention to let people with inca- 
pacity be properly cared for.” 

Meanwhile, the Scottish 
Office has told DN that 
improvements will be made to 


pe for Scots 


McLeish: call for intervention 


the Assembly Hall, the interim 
accommodation for the 
Scottish Parliament, while the 
permanent site at the Holyrood 
Buildings will comply with an 
access guide produced by the 
charity Disability Scotland. 


Blackpool rocke 


A Blackpool disability group is 
insisting it has a future after a 
split with its founder. 

Clarissa Clarke, who set up 
Action for Better Access (ABA) 
in 1989, left the group after dis- 
putes about how it was run. It 
had also run up high overheads, 
she said. “I’ve no time for 
them,” she told DN. 

She is now trying to set up 
another disability group. 

But ABA member James 
Webber said it had thrown her 
out because of her activities. 

Current ABA chair Pat 
Dewhurst admitted that there 


had been a dispute. “There has 
been an internal wrangle,” she 
said. “But the charity is up and 
running. Business is as usual.” 

The group had faced a deficit 
of about £2,000, but had got 
back in credit partly by axing 
an office manager, she said. 

The charity had slowed down 
for about four months last year 
while disputes were sorted out. 
During this time there had been 
no-one working for the group 
full-time. 

The Charity Commission said 
it plans to have a meeting with 
the group soon. 


Blackpool: group will survive 


d Quicker route to aid 


nothing but a myth 


Quick access routes to benefits 
don’t work for people with 
Motor Neurone Disease 
(MND), a charity is claiming. 

At present Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) only starts 
being paid after a claimant has 
been eligible for three months. 
But the average life expectancy 
for someone with MND is only 
14 months from diagnosis. 

The Government claims spe- 
cial rules allow this restriction 
to be waived in some cases. 

But Laura Simons, head of 


communications at the MND 
Association, said: “The rules 
are not serving people with this 
disease. They shouldn’t be sub- 
ject to the qualifying period.” 

The association will discuss 
the issue with civil servants 
later this month. It also wants 
to see regular checks on peo- 
ple’s increasing needs once the 
anti-fraud Benefits Integrity 
Project (BIP) is abolished. Ms 
Simons said BIP assessments 
were inappropriate for worsen- 
ing conditions like MND. 


Red coats, red faces 

Nine deaf people who were 
expelled from a Butlin’s camp 
in January last year (DN, 
November) have made an out- 
of-court settlement with the 
firm. Butlins has apologised, 
saying it accepts that the nine 
played no part in an incident 
which led to the expulsion. 


Seven long, hard years 
Brent Council has accepted an 
ombudsman’s report which 
criticised it for taking seven 
years to rehouse a local 
woman. She was left to care for 
her disabled mother and broth- 
er in a squalid flat while being 
harrassed by an ex-boyfriend. 


Time for a French fling 

holiday firm 
Keycamp has introduced acces- 
sible mobile homes at four of 
its campsites in France for the 
1999 season. The homes sleep 
six and include a seated shower. 


Camping 


For details, tel: 0181-395 4000. 


INSIGNIS BOX BED 


The Insignis Box Bed is new to the UK caring and 


nursing industry. 


It is manufactured with quality, 


durability and ease of use as foremost considerations. 
The compact size and efficient raising and lowering 
system makes it suitable for use within a homecare 
environment. It is also perfect for use within hospitals 
and nursing homes. The electric raising and lowering 
systems ensure less strain on the carer. The bed may 
also be fixed at any desired height. The Box bed comes 
in a wide variety of colours and sizes and may be 
upholstered to add extra protection if so desired. 


For more information please telephone Insignis Ltd 
on 0181-467 1788 or 0141-889 1289. 


‘Find out why Stannah 
is the world’s most 
Chosen. Stairlift,” ennorosrres 
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OUT NOW 


FREEPHONE 


0800 715 124 


Ext 7031 
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Address 


Postcode _ z = 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 7031, FREEPOST SA344. 


Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Please send me details. For my household 0) For a relative 


a has built world- 
class Stairlifts for over a 
quarter of a century. More 
people choose a Stannah 
Stairlift than, any other. 

Why settle for anything less? 


O Free stair survey 


O Fast, mess-free installation 


O Built for your stairs - 
straight or curved 


O New smoother, 
quieter ride 


O Full guarantee 


© 24-hour call out, 
365 days a year 


Stannah 


Stairlifts 


a 


1994 


The world's most chosen stairlift 
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6 News 


Puffers for po 


The world’s 
first preci- 
sion-con- 
trolled 
inhalation 
device is 
being devel- 
oped so 
people with disabilities can 
take cannabis safely. 

GW Pharmaceuticals is 
developing the device for clini- 
cal cannabis trials this spring. 

Dr Geoffrey Guy, who set up 
GW Pharmaceuticals, said: 
“This device has electronics in 


it which will let us monitor all 
of the dose the patient takes.” 
Five hundred people have 
written to DN asking to take 
part in the trials. The first to 
be tested will be those with 
spinal cord injury, multiple 
sclerosis (ms), and nerve dam- 
age pain. Stroke and brain 
damage may be looked at later. 
Meanwhile, other trials may 
follow in the autumn, if fund- 
ing becomes available. 
Research guidelines were 
launched by the Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society last 


month. Two doctors have vol- 
unteered to run studies to look 
at post-operative pain and 
spasticity in ms. 

One will be run by Dr John 
Zajicek of the Derriford 
Hospital, Plymouth. He told 
DN the study needed around 
£500,000 to go ahead. “We 
hope to get funding from the 
Medical Research Council 
(MRC),” he said, “but there 
have been objections to the 
construction of the trial.” 

It is expected that the MRC 
will make its decision in June. 


Money is needed for 


recruiting, 


Care groups are calling on 
social services to set aside 
more funds for training, 


recruitment and payments in 
their plans for children’s care. 
The Government’s Quality 
Protects Initiative, launched 
last September, asked social 
services to set out how they 
plan to develop services for 


say carers 


children and allocate resources 
by the end of January. 

Shared Care UK, an umbrella 
organisation of care groups, 
sent suggestions to all social 
service directors. Development 
officer Sue Mennear said a 
lack of support carers has left 
many children on waiting lists 
for short breaks. 


The suggestions would help John Brooks (/eft) care for his son Carl 


JENNY ROCHFORD 


FINDING THE KEY 


A one-day national conference 


4 March 1999 


Finding the Key focuses on developing best practice in 
independent living and accessible housing through a series of 
lively workshops and presentations. Speakers from the cutting 
edge of the disability and housing movements include: 


e Anne Rae 


e Frances Hasler 


Chair, British Council of Disabled People 


Co-Director, National Centre for 


Independent Living 


¢ Mike Donnelly 


e Ginny Shaw 


Chief Executive, Habinteg Housing 
Association 


Director, National Disabled Persons 


Housing Service 


Delegates will find out more about Lifetime Homes, Disabled 
Persons Housing Service and Hull’s Accessible Housing Database. 


Finding the Key is the culmination of an 18 month Housing 
Corporation funded project involving new working partnerships 
between users, service providers and local authorities and 
highlights areas of good practice, pitfalls and models for future 


work. 


For further information please contact Tracey Coleman on 


0171-822 8700. 


Habinteg Housing Association, 1 Pemberton Row, London 


EC4A 3PQ. 


Habinteg 


ioe, ETERS SER 
Housing Association 


An Innovation and Good Practice Grant 
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Spell out 
your own 
situation 


Are you having services with- 
drawn by your council? If so, 
you may want to help a survey. 

Needs Must, a charity coali- 
tion which includes the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation and Scope, 
wants to see how people have 
fared following the 
Gloucestershire case in 1997. 
Then the law lords ruled that 
COUNCILS “Cann etakemmtirers 
resources into account when 
deciding whether to run a ser- 
vice for disabled people. 

Baroness Hayman, health 
spokesperson in the Lords, con- 
firmed last month that the 
Government will not introduce 
laws to overturn that decision. 

Needs Must is mainly inter- 
ested in getting together good 
case studies, not statistics. 


A copy of the survey should be 
included in this issue of DN. If 
not, tel: 0171-619 7253. 


in nly 1985 5 Sunt bon, the Monson Director and x Foner of ocee » was 
rushed to the Hidiands Centre for Spinal injuries following a serious RTA in which 


wok td 


t A policy which 


doesn’t intrude 


A new non-discriminatory trav- 
el insurance scheme is being 
launched this month. 

Scope Select, run by insurance 
company MCIS, claims to offer 
a more competitive rate than 
other firms, who often won’t 
cover disabled people abroad. 
The form also asks only three 
basic healthcare questions. 

“If you have only learning dif- 
ficulties or cerebral palsy, these 
are not medical conditions so 


Access still an issue 
at shops and banks. 


ee 


A bank teller signing to a customer: a rare sight, says the survey 


Forty per cent of wheelchair 
users had problems entering 
major chain stores across the 
UK, a survey has found. 
Seventy per cent of deaf peo- 
ple in the survey found staff 
could not meet their needs. 
The Challenge of Disability 
study, produced by the man- 
agement services company 
Grass Roots Group, checked 
out 50 of the largest UK com- 
panies to check how they 
catered for disabled customers. 
It used mystery shoppers to 


he severed his spinal cord at C6/7. 


and prepared him for life in the outside world. 


[ CYCLONE, FREEPOST NWW 3068, , Ellesmere Por, South V Wirral L66 ABR 


‘The skill and dedication of staff at Oswestry saw him through the next 6 months 


Cyclone _ and aceon 2 are now one of the se spe aig as eee 


AL 


"obit Lid Fitn Ss Ltd 


3h 093 


there is no insurance problem,” 
said MCIS’s Mark Griffiths. 
MCIS’s contents policy (DN, 
January) has been backed by 
Iris Hendry from London. 
Only five of the six other firms 
she rang would insure her elec- 
tric wheelchair, and then only 
up to £2,500. “Most chairs cost | 
a lot more,” she said. Scope! 
Select covered it for free. 


MCIS, tel: 0121-236 3044. 


check out 289 premises includ- 
ing banks and supermarkets. 
Grass Roots deliberately 
chose big companies to look at 
the most optimistic picture. 
But it refused to tell DN what | 
organisations had been sur- | 
veyed, because, a spokesman | 
said, it did not want to “name | 
and shame” them. 
By October, all firms with 
inaccessible premises must 
have taken steps to improve | 
them to comply with the! 
Disability Discrimination Act. | 


Fill in this form 8 


| {am interested in information on : 


Versatrainer 


Uppertone 
All Terrain Vehictes 


Thera Trainer Range 
Sports Chairs 
Everyday Chairs 
Hand Cycles 

| Hand Controls 
Power Chairs. 


Evelyn Downham: her chest problems led to over 120 hospital visits 


LE, —S 


Vital treatment 
‘doesn't exist’ 


A London mother is furious 
that her severely disabled 
daughter is being denied crucial 
chest physiotherapy at night- 
time — which she claims is 
included on her community 
care assessment. 

In fact, Carol Downham from 
Chingford is perplexed that 
night-time physiotherapy is 
mentioned at all on her daugh- 
ter Evelyn’s statement, pro- 
duced jointly by her local coun- 
cil and health authority. She has 
been told on more than one 
occasion by the health authori- 
ty that no such facility exists 
within its area. 

Evelyn, 23, has quadriplegic 
cerebral palsy and chronic asth- 
ma, and needs regular chest 


physiotherapy and chest suc- 
tion. But her mother has to 
treat her out of office hours. 

“They say if she’s really bad I 
should send her to hospital,” 
said Ms Downham. “But she 
has already been in over 120 
times. I want to keep her out of 
hospital. I have to stay with her 
when she goes in.” 

A Redbridge and Waltham 
Forest Health Authority 
spokeswoman said the assess- 
ment was “a statement of 
Evelyn’s physical needs, and 
does not match what should be 
met by the health authority”. 


The Downham’s story came 
out of DN’s physiotherapy sur- 
vey. See page 10 for details. 


CLICK 


THE POWERED TAILGATE OPENS 


CLICK 


THE AUTOMATIC RAMP UNFOLDS 


CLICK 


THE REAR SUSPENSION LOWERS 


ROLL IN, TO TRAVEL EITHER AS A 
PASSENGER OR, WITH SUITABLE 
ADAPTATIONS, AS A DRIVER. 


FOR FULL DETAILS 


CALL RON OR BOB ON:- 
01438 747448 


limererlonlnty 


UNIT 2i GUNNELS WOOD PARK STEVENAGE HERTS SGi 2BH 


News 7 


No blind ballot 


A quarter of a million blind 
and visually impaired people 
may not have voted in the 1997 
general election because of the 
difficulties they faced, a new 
report is claiming. 

Six out of ten of those who 
did vote needed help to do so. 

The report A Right Denied* 
by the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) covers the 
experience of 500 blind and 
partially sighted people. 

It condemns the current sys- 
tem, claiming most informa- 


Missing 
£250m in 
benefits 


The Government underspent 
£250m of its disability benefits 
grant in the 1997/98 financial 
year, official figures show. Such 
a shortfall could cast doubt on 
the need for more cuts. 

The drop is part of a massive 
£2bn underspend on the £38bn 
predicted for benefits that year. 

The National Audit Office, 
which found the discrepancy, 
says it arose because spending 
estimates were set early due to 
the approaching General 
Election. So the estimates could 
not take account of subsequent 
falls in unemployment. 

Richard Wood, co-chair of the 
Disability Benefits Consortium, 
said the drop, far from being a 
“saving” for the Government, 
was a “lost opportunity”. 


tion on elections, such as ballot 
papers, polling cards and postal 
and proxy voting forms, are not 
provided in accessible formats. 

The charity wants Braille and 
large print guides, which can be 
placed over a ballot paper, to be 
available to make independent 
voting easier. 

But it also wants assistance 
provided for all those who need 
help to vote in person. 

Steve Winyard, head of public 
policy at the RNIB, said: “The 
solutions are available and 


should be introduced as a mat- 
ter of urgency.” 

A Home Office spokesman 
said the Government has set up 
a working party which is look- 
ing at the issue of disability 
access and will produce its 
findings after Easter. “The 
Government is aware of the 
concerns,” he said, “and all the 
points raised will be looked at 
by the working party.” 


*£5 from RNIB sales, tel: 
(0345) 023 153. 


Mentor writing 
plan battles on 


Budding disabled playwrights 
could benefit from a scheme 
giving them support from more 
experienced advisors. 

But the launch of the scheme 
last month was put under a 
cloud as one of its organisers is 
facing an uncertain future. 

The scheme, run by the New 
Playwrights Trust, Graeae the- 
atre company and New Writing 
North, will pair nine disabled 
writers with more established 
mentors. The latter will work 
for six months as role models, 
critics or a source of contacts. 

Budding playwright Jamie 
Beddard said the scheme was 
not before time. “In ten years 
I'd like to be at the National 
Theatre, watching my own 
plays,” he said. 

However the NPT is currently 
threatened 


with closure 


| 


2 
2 


Jamie Beddard has high hopes 


because London Arts Board 
has pulled the plug on funding. 
The Trust was awaiting the out- 
come of a lottery bid as DN 
went to press. 

But NPT executive director 
Jonathon Meth insisted that 
the mentoring scheme’s fund- 
ing was safe whatever the out- 
come. He said Graeae might 
just have to take over the run- 
ning of the scheme. 


DisabilityWOW 
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or alternatively phone 


0171-619 7317. 


5 copies £100, 6 copies £120, 
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§ News 


A university lecturer has won 
£5,100 in compensation after 
her college stopped transport- 
ing her buggy for her at work. 

In a case brought under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), Hull Employment 
Tribunal criticised Hull 
University for claiming to be 
disability-friendly while failing 
to support staff. 

Transport for Joyce Fields’ 
buggy was withdrawn in April, 
although it was later reinstated. 
The help was needed for trips 
away to York. 

The tribunal said better com- 
munication between managers 


Joyce Fields: transport denied 


lrish teenager wins 
award for best care 


A 15-year-old girl 
Northern Ireland has picked up 


from 


an award for good practice 
towards disabled people. 

Gemma Daly, of Maghera, 
won the young people award in 
the Leonard Cheshire Enabled 
Awards in December. 

Gemma has been caring for 
her mother, Anna, who has 
multiple sclerosis (ms) since she 
was ten years old. Anna nomi- 
nated her for the award. 

Gemma said: “It can be frus- 
trating because I cannot go out 


For further details on these 
conversions contact 


The Lewis Reed Group 


Valiant Way, Lairdside Technology 


Uni wrong 
on buggy 


at the university could have pre- 
vented the case from arising. 

And it increased her award to 
take into account the distress 
the university had caused her in 
defending the “indefensible,” 
and having their solicitor ques- 
tion her honesty. 

The tribunal said the universi- 
ty had a duty to provide Miss 
Fields with facilities and assist 
with access. 

Miss Fields’ — solicitor, 
Humphrey Forrest, said: “This 
should send out a message to 
other disabled people to take 
legal advice and to use the 
DDA to challenge discrimina- 
tion. The Act has teeth.” 

Ms Fields said: “I sincerely 
hope that this helps other dis- 
abled people and they will not 
be treated the same.” 

David Lock, the university 
registrar and secretary, apolo- 
gised on behalf of the universi- 
ty. He added: “The university 
has completely reviewed its 
procedures for compliance with 


the DDA.” 


with friends sometimes. But I 
feel great about winning.” 

The individual award went to 
Ann Mayes, a volunteer worker 
for the Colchester MS Society, 
who has helped hundreds of 
people. Microsoft was awarded 
for providing software for a 
computer training scheme. 
Disability 
Information Services picked up 
the service award, while the 
learning environment award 
went to Chichester College’s 
Learning Support School. 


Warrington 


Flying high: Co-op travel manager Claire Gleeson uses her British Sign Language (BSL) skills to talk to 


deaf customer Tanvir Ahmed. Ms Gleeson from Cannock in Staffordshire, who visits her local deaf | 


club every week, has spent three years leaning BSL, and is working towards her stage three qualifica- 
tion. She said: “I am teaching my colleagues basic signs and looking into having an office text phone.” 


Middle Pedestrians 
‘put at risk 


class 
is best |: 


Middle class values of doing 
well can help families override 
the problems posed by disabili- 
ty in children, a researcher with 
cerebral palsy has found. 

Sonali Shah, a PhD student at 
Loughborough University, has 
carried out interviews with 30 
high-flying disabled people. 

So far she has found that 
working class parents tend to 
expect less of disabled children. 
They are less likely to assert 
themselves and push for what- 
ever their children need than 
their middle class counterparts. 

She said: “Working class par- 
ents are not necessarily knowl- 
edgeable about where to go to 
get services provided.” 

But she has also found that 
disability itself could be an 
incentive to achieve success and 
thus counter any prejudice the 
child may have suffered. 


lack of tactile paving and 
fait kerbs means that dis- 
abled pedestrians are often at 
risk crossing the road, a road 
safety audit by the Automobile 
Association (AA) has found. 

What goes wrong in Highway 
Design...and how to put it 
right*, published last month, 
found a lack of flushed pave- 
ments and tactile crossings on 
every class of road. The study, 
based on 600 audits carried out 
since 1990, found badly placed 
street furniture was another 
hazard for disabled people. It 
cites a report by the Transport 
Research Laboratory (1995) 
which found that nearly 30 per 
cent of people with visual 
impairments been 
involved in an accident while 
crossing the road. 

Phil Cook, a director of con- 
sultancy Traffic Management 
and Safety, which helped com- 
pile the report, said: “Often 
designers don’t understand 


have 


RANGE FROM 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Park, New Chester Road, Birkenhead 


Merseyside L41 9HS 
Tel: 0151 650 2334 
Fax: 0151 650 2031 


how to provide for disabled 
people. Sometimes the tactile 
paving is wrong or dropped 
crossings have too big a lip.” 

The study highlights safety 
issues caused by poor design 
and possible solutions, one of 
which is to consult more widely 
with local disabled people. 


*Price: £10 (inc p@p), tel 
(01256) 493 014. 


Converted and on the road 
AVAILABLE ON 
LEASE OR HIRE PURCHASE 
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LOW) RATE FINANCE 
ye CASHBACK 
mB DEAWS AVAILABLE 


— CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF OUR FULL 
[a UM LTD) RANGE OF NEW VEHICLES AND OUR 
(eee §=1HIGH QUALITY RANGE OF PREMIER 
USED VEHICLES, OFFERED AT 
AFFORDABLE & ATTRACTIVE PRICES! 


TYPICAL FINANCE EXAMPLES 


1. 
| FIAT FIORINO PRICE OF VEHICLE £6,869.00 
: DEPOSIT REQUIRED £1,000.00 
standard floor BALANCE TO FINANCE £5,869.00 
CHARGES 
and lowered floor INTEREST £1,596.92 
; ACCEPTANCE FEE £85.00 
Moa Sag CL CREDIT FACILITY FEE £40.00 
TOTALCHARGE FOR CREDIT £1,721.92 
BALANCE PAYABLE £7,590.92 
TOTAL PAYABLE £8,590.92 
APR 13.5% / 1 payment x £85.00 / 48 mothly payments x £155.54 
2. rrr—( LL lc LLL TTT 
PRICE OF VEHICLE £9,869.00 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED £4,000.00 
FIAT SCUDO BALANCE TO FINANCE £5,869.00 
CHARGES 
Ex demo INTEREST £1,596.92 
and | d ACCEPTANCE FEE £85.00 
air ang 1owere: CREDIT FACILITY FEE £40.00 
air suspension TOTALCHARGE FOR CREDIT Pei ea ny. 
BALANCE PAYABLE £7,590.92 
TOTAL PAYABLE £8,590.92 
APR 13.5% / 1 payment x £85.00 / 48 mothly payments x £155.54 
eas SE 
PRICE OF VEHICLE £7,869.00 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED £2,000.00 
BALANCE TO FINANCE £5,869.00 
CHARGES 
VW CARAVELLE INTEREST £1,596.92 
ACCEPTANCE FEE £85.00 
Ex demo CREDIT FACILITY FEE £40.00 


: : TOTALCHARGE FOR CREDIT £1,721.92 
SESS aera BALANCE PAYABLE £7,590.92 
alloys TOTAL PAYABLE £8,590.92 


APR 13.5% / 1 payment x £85.00 / 48 mothly payments x £155.54 
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SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 ‘i. 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 ¢ Fax: 01484 400796 ¢ Website: www.unimob.co.uk 
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10 News focus 


A special survey by DN has revealed just how urgently disabled 
people need better physiotherapy services, reports Peter Baber 


Over the last 23 years Mary 
Scott has sat in increasing pain 
as her body has slowly curved 
up and distorted. 

Mary, from Stourbridge in the 
West Midlands, has athetoid 
cerebral palsy, but this was 
treated when she was a girl by 
regular physiotherapy. 

All that came to an end when 
she left school. In the interven- 
ing period she has only had 
physiotherapy to alleviate the 
distortion of her spine for a 
total of 14 hours. 

Mary is one of 85 people who 
took part in DN’s survey on 
physiotherapy, and is certainly 
one of the 96 per cent of 
respondents who felt they need- 
ed a better service. 

Many DN readers, like Mary, 
feel particularly aggrieved that 
life was fine when they were at 
school and their physiotherapy 
needs were accounted for under 
the statementing system and its 
predecessors, but since then 
they have had nothing. 

Kate Bond, 39, from 
Oxfordshire, who also has cere- 
bral palsy, developed osteo- 
arthritis in her ankle in 1993, 
long after she left school. When 
it was diagnosed she was told it 
would not spread any further. 
But she is concerned that that is 
exactly what it is doing, as she 
now has pain in her knee and 


Scott: keeps having spinal pain 


her groin. She has had to move 
back in with her parents after 
living independently since 1985. 
She is sure that not having 
had enough physiotherapy has 
exacerbated the situation. “I 
am sad that it has spread over 
the years,” she says. 
Jenny Walker 
Wolverhampton has a happier 
— well, slightly — story to tell. 
She now has a 15-minute ses- 
sion with a community physio- 
therapist every three weeks. But 


from 


Bond: forced back with parents 


this is something Jenny, who 
has a spinal injury, has had to 
fight for. “Most people in my 
situation just haven’t got a 
voice,” she says. 

So why is physiotherapy pro- 
vision so bad? After all, 
with Health Secretary Frank 
Dobson’s plans for primary 
care groups to improve commu- 
nity services, you would have 
thought preventative treatment 
like physiotherapy would be a 
prime target for improvement. 

A report that came out at the 
same time as DN’s survey sug- 
gests otherwise. The research, 
carried out for the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapy (CSP), 
suggests there is a haemorrhage 
of staff in the NHS. One in 
three physiotherapists now in 
private hospitals left the NHS 
in the last three years, it claims, 
and there are currently over 
1,000 NHS posts lying vacant. 

While the survey found poor 
standard of pay was the major 
reason for leaving, individual 
physiotherapist’s concerns for 
their patients were near the top 
of the list of reasons too. Fifty- 
five per cent of those physio- 
therapists who have left the 
NHS since 1995 gave this as a 
reason for leaving. 

The results of such a haemor- 
rhage are clear to see. Although 
official Government statistics 


Losing out with no physio 


Spot the diftrencs Merseyside mother Barbara Roberts wicks the 
difference between her son John Kirkham’s treatment as a school- 
child and as an adult is all too obvious. As a boy John, who has 
cerebral palsy, was active and inquisitive (left). Now he is 42, he has 
to spend all his time in a wheelchair with full head support (right). 


claim that the number of new 
physiotherapy referrals each 
year has risen considerably this 
decade — from 3.3 million in 
1992 to 4.1 million in 1997 — 
DN readers have a different 


‘The survey shows too 
clearly that severe staff 
shortages and persistent 
under-funding are 
stopping patients getting 
the treatment they need’ 


story to tell about anyone need- 
ing treatment for a long time. 
Carl and June Williamson 
from Devon are concerned 
about the standard of treat- 
ment their son Gareth is getting 
in the centre he lives in, where 


We listened to our customers 
and we came up with the 5020 


Hi Low Nursing Bed! 


Our Customers wanted 
more independence, 
with a comfortable bed 
that looked like a piece 
of furniture. They wanted 
a bed that lowered to 
make easier access for 


legs and a bed that raised 
to help the user to get out and to stand, 
a bed that made it easier for carers to attend, 
... ~ all atthe touch of a button. We also added discreet, foldaway, 
. twin side rails that act as support and still give safety, 
made it even lower for access 
and named it the 5020 Hi Low Nursing Bed! 
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BaKare 


BaKare Beds Limited, Unit | 7, Bell Park, 
Bell Close, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 


~~ 01752 34 22 22 


staff who have only had basic 
training are being left to give 
him therapy. 

“When you consider it takes 


four years to train to be a phys- | 


iotherapist,” says June, “people 
who are not trained could do 
more harm than good.” 

Carl believes part of the rea- 
son for the shortage of physio- 
therapists in their area is the 
inability of potential physio- 
therapists’ husbands to find 
work in the West Country. 


Certainly physiotherapy is a | 


very female dominated profes- 
sion: nine out of ten of regis- 
tered physios are female. And 
with salaries for a senior physio 


at little over £19,000, few of | 


them could support an unem- 
ployed partner. 

Whatever the situation, Phil 
Gray, chief executive of the CSP, 
says the DN survey has proved 
especially useful. “The findings 
demonstrate only too clearly 
our assertion that severe staff 
shortages and persistent under- 
funding are stopping patients 
getting the treatment they 
need,” he says. 

The CSP is calling for large 
pay increases for NHS physios 
— possibly by as much as 22 per 
cent. DN’s survey suggests a 
similar increase in overall 
physio funding is needed. 

After all, Government-funded 
research at Kent University has 
shown that physiotherapy is 
one of the cheapest types of 
health treatment available: a 
physio has a unit cost of 
around £30 an hour, compared 
with £47 for each hour of a 
GP’s general medical activity. 

As Mary Scott points out, the 
alternative can only be more 
expensive. “When I had physio 
at school I didn’t take any 
tablets at all,” she says. “Now I 


don’t have it I take a whopping 


27 tablets a day.” 

When you consider that the 
prescription charge (which 
Mary doesn’t pay) is £5.80 a 
go, you see what she means. 
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if 


we can provide the seating 


requirement or pressure ai system needed, with 

sore risk category, Talley’s egg models to suit all patient 
dynamic and static seating Whether the requirement is risk categories. 

ranges can provide the for the postural support of To find out more about the 
user with the independence the Trinity range of body- key to personal freedom, 
and freedom to widen their profiled cushions, or the call Talley Medical on 
environmental horizons. adaptive, body-conforming 01794 503500. « 
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features of the B.A.S.E. 
range of seating systems, 


Talley Group Limited, 
Premier Way, Abbey Park Industrial Estate, 
Romsey, Hampshire $051 9AQ England 
Tel: +44(0)1794 503500 

Fax: +44(0)1794 503555 

e-mail: sales@talleymedical.co.uk 

Web: http://www.talleymedical.co.uk/ 
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12 Profile 


Adjustable to 
the needs and 
. age of the child, 
Max provides 
comfort with 
maximum 
positioning 
and support. 
Multi-functional, 
~ including tilt-in- 
~ space & recline, 
| yet compact 
* and easily 
transported. 


A pram based chassis and large 
pneumatic wheels give this all round 

pushchair superb comfort and stability. 
Designed for use both in the town and 
over bumpy si la 
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Steven 


Alvema, leading suppliers of specialist 
aids for handicapped children, have 
developed a range of pushchairs to 
make everyday life easier for 
everyone. Whatever your needs, and 
those of the child, whether 
out walking, shopping ina 
busy high street, or for use 
h, at home or school, Alvema 

\ have a product suitable for 
Ao every occasion. 


A sturdy chassis, traepencein 
spring suspension and all terrain 
wheels allow the older child to be transported even over 
cy Yeeug die 


Light, bright and compact. Ideal for the ee trip. o. Simple to 
use and easy to fold away. 


For full details of Alvema pushchairs and their 
optional accessories, together with prices 
CALL FREEPHONE 0500 618008 ~ ze 
or send the completed coupon to Zo uae 
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Paul behind the es) in his Vain Nova, which he insists is eal to be safe 


Off like a shot 


SOUTH WALES ECHO 


Despite injuring his legs in a bike accident, Paul Hannam wants 
to win a rally car race — with DA's help, he tells Rod Hermeston 


I’m strapped into the seat with 
a harness over my shoulders 
and around my waist. I have an 
uneasy feeling in my stomach 
as we roar our way through the 
Welsh countryside in a rally car 
sponsored by Disability Now. 

I am surrounded by a roll 
cage, with a fire extinguisher 
between my legs. This is still a 
new experience for me. 

It’s quite a new experience for 
Paul Hannam, my driver, too. 

He and Damon Allen, his 
friend and co-driver, have only 
been rallying for two months. 

Yet Paul, from Hengoed in 
south Wales, has already 
decided he wants to go in 
November’s Network Q Rally 
(formerly the RAC Rally). 

I find myself wondering why 
on earth Paul took this up. 
After all it was a motorbike 
accident which led to his left 
leg being amputated above the 
knee and gave him restricted 
movement in the other leg. 

He now walks with crutches 
or uses a wheelchair. 

But the former truck driver 
and father of two, now 40, says: 
“T do not see it as risking my 
neck at all. A rally car is 
designed to be safe. That is why 
you have the roll cages, the 
harnesses and the fire 
extinguishers in here.” 

His gutsiness for fun and life 
coupled with a refusal to take 

no” for an answer have 
certainly played their part. 

In 1997 he wanted to watch 
the Network Q rally as it 
passed through his area. But 
because of his mobility 
problems he could not get to 
the good viewing points. So 


instead he decided to take up 
the sport and watch it from 
behind the wheel. 

There are other paybacks too. 

“TI can compete with able- 
bodied people on an equal 
basis,” he says. “When you use 
a wheelchair people look at you 
as if you were dropped on the 
head as a child. I won’t let 
disability rule my life.” 

Paul is not the first disabled 
rally driver, of course. But he’ 
hopes that people like him can 


‘| compete with able- 
bodied people on an 
equal basis. When you 
use a wheelchair people 
stare as if you were 
dropped on the head as 
a child. | will not let 
disability rule my life.’ 


send out a positive message to 
newly disabled people. 

After all he knows about the 
problems faced by them. In 
1997 he had to give up a 
university course because he 
could not get around the 
campus in a wheelchair. 

The accident also prevented 
him being the kind of family 
man he had always assumed he 
would be, doing odd jobs 
around the house. 

He says: “If we can show 
newly disabled people that 
their life is not over, then we 
have achieved something.” 

As it happens, the only 
adaptation to the car is a hand- 
operated clutch. 

But of course rally driving is 
an expensive business. The 


1989 Vauxhall Nova Paul and 
Damon drive cost £4,500. 

And last year the amateur 
entry fee for the Network Q 
rally was £1,280 minimum. 

Even smaller rallies can cost 
hundreds of pounds in total. 

So Paul is grateful for the 
backing he is getting from DN. 
He says: “DN were the first to 
show an interest in us and it 
will be a fantastic help.” 

It has to be said that this year 
the Network Q, one of the 
largest spectator events in the 
country, looks unlikely for Paul 
without more sponsorship. 

But he is determined to 


~ compete in the Welsh 


Tarmacadam Championship 
and an international 
competition in Scotland. 

It helps him to have the 
unerring support of his family 
and friends. 

“We have funded it ourselves 
up to now and we will keep 
doing it,” he says. 

Damon, who met Paul while 
they were at college, where Paul 
was a mature student, also 
backs him in rifle shooting. 

In this sport Paul is actually a 
member of the Welsh shooting 
team and won an international 
trophy last year. Damon, 22, 
carries all his equipment and 
lifts him into position. 

Determination has brought 
Paul a long way. I’m sure he 
will get into that Network Q 
eventually, but he would be the 
first to say, a bit more 
sponsorship would help. Any 
offers would be welcome. 


If you can sponsor Paul, call 
Saira Khan, tel: 0171-619 7319. 


DisabilityNow February 1999 


News focus 13 


: 
Raising standards lies at the 
eart of moves to reform social 


services, the Government was 
claiming, as it published new 
sroposals before Christmas. 
The white paper Modernising 
Social Services maps out the 
Government’s. plans_ for 
improvement in England. 
Ministers claim these are 


Davey: training is worthwhile 


backed by funding to the tune 
of £1.3 billion. 

Plans include more training 
for the one million people 
working in the social care field. 
A massive 80 per cent of them 
currently have no training. 

This part of the paper has 
won the backing of the 
Association of Directors of 
Social Services Disabilities 
Committee, whose chair Ian 
Davey hopes the paper will 
increase care workers’ skills. 

He says: “The sort of personal 
care and support which is 
offered to disabled people 
involves health and safety and 
lifting and handling issues. To 


“At the moment there is 
no way of tracking care 
workers between 
organisations and 
checking them out before 
they go into the care 
sector. There is an 
unacceptable level of 
theft and abuse.” 


send people cold into a situa- 
tion of such sensitivity is not a 
good idea. The more training 
people have the better.” 


Social Care Council 

To consolidate the hoped-for 
improvement in training the 
Government plans a General 
Social Care Council (GSCC), 
which will set standards and 
register workers. 

That, however, has proved to 
be a thorny issue, because reg- 
istration will only apply to 
trained workers. In fact, at first 
it may be restricted to groups 


such as those with a qualifica- 
tion. More registration could 
follow as other parts of the 
workforce are trained. 

But a providers’ organisation, 
the United Kingdom Home 


Care Association (UKHCA), 


and the learning disability 
charity Mencap claim protec- 
tion could be increased by reg- 
istering more lower level staff. 

The UKHCA claims it is pre- 
cisely these people who are the 
greatest source of abuse. 

Its chairman Bill McClimont 
says: “At the moment there is 
no way of tracking care work- 
ers between organisations and 
checking them out before they 
go into the care sector, and 
there is an unacceptable level of 
theft and abuse.” 

Both organisations also have 
problems with the eight inde- 
pendent regional Commissions 
for Care Standards, proposed 
by the paper. 

These, says the Government, 
will have responsibility for reg- 
ulating those who provide care, 
including care and nursing 
homes, and — for the first time 
— home care providers. 


A “jarring gap” 

But UKHCA claims that the 
Government is leaving a jarring 
gap, because home care compa- 
nies may not have to register if 
they are not providing services 
paid for by local authorities. 
Mr McClimont says this safe- 
guard may only cover 85 per 
cent of providers, as those who 
are paid for privately instead 
may not have to register. 

He says: “It is a completely 
cowboy market at the bottom 
end and that is the very part of 
the market that they are failing 
to control.” 

There is the added concern 
that abuse may go unchecked in 
day centres, where new regula- 
tions will not apply. 

Richard Kramer, head of cam- 
paigns at Mencap, highlights a 
case in Sheffield where a report 
by the council acknowledged 
last year that allegations of 
both physical and sexual abuse 
and neglect at a day centre were 
probably true. The centre has 
now closed. 

Mr Kramer says the indepen- 
dent commissions and inspec- 
tions are welcome, but he adds: 
“We think people in day centres 
are just as vulnerable as those 
in residential settings.” 


“Service by postcode” 

But it is not all about abuse, 
neglect and poor standards. 
The Government and disability 


groups are united in bemoan- 
ing inconsistency in provision, 
entitlement, and charging 
across the country. 

So the white paper sums up 
what the Government is doing 
about this. 


For instance National Service 
Frameworks will create stan- 
dards on how services should 


McClimont: “cowboy” worries 


be provided and an initiative 
called Fair Access to Care will 
set out standards for how peo- 
ple’s needs are assessed. 

The Government also aims to 
introduce a fairer system of 
charging in the future. 

However before then it wants 
to see the outcome of two influ- 
ential reports: first the findings 
of the Royal Commission on 


the Funding of Long-Term 
Care for the Elderly, which were 
due to be published as DN 
went to press. And secondly an 
Audit Commission survey of 
charging practices, expected 
later this year. 

Mr Davey thinks the paper 
will help reduce the current 
“service by postcode”. But Neil 
Betteridge, of the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation, fears that the 
guidance on provision may not 
be specific enough — especially 
as a House of Lords decision in 
1997 on a Gloucestershire case 
allows councils to tighten eligi- 
bility criteria if cash is short. 

He says: “We want to see a 
clear system of entitlement, so 
that disabled people know 
what degree of support they are 
entitled to. As far as we can see, 
the Government is going to 
describe in broader terms what 
local authorities have to do, but 
the specifics will be down to 
local authorities. This may per- 
petuate the current disparities.” 

So here again the white paper 
may throw up problems where 
it seeks to offer solutions. 


No doors closed 
The Government says it is not 
closing the door to further reg- 


any ways to modernise 


fhe Government has plans to change social services — but will they please all parties, asks Rod Hermeston 


ulation of day care centres. A 
Department of Health 
spokesperson added: “If people 
want to buy their home care 
privately, they can still use reg- 
istered providers. The GSCC 
will cover the entire social care 
workforce and they will all be 
registered in time. National 
Service Frameworks are devel- 


Kramer: day centres get left out 


oped in consultation with users 
and outside groups, so any 
worries and fears should be fed 
into the process.” 

Proposals for Scotland and 
Wales are expected this year, 
and there are moves towards 
reform in Northern Ireland. 

But in England it looks as if 
campaigners will have a long 
battle ahead to get things right. 


Are You Looking For 
a Quality Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicle, 
Designed for YOUR Needs? 


Carchair adds 
a touch of 


Then 
look no 
further. 


panache ina — 
range of 
quality People ¢ 
Carriers © 
including the 
Peugeot 806, 
Mercedes V-Class 


and Chrysler Voyager. 


Constables have a range 
of affordable solutions 
which will give you the 
freedom you’re seeking. 


For more details and 


a FREE No Obligation 


demonstration 
at your home 
Contact: 


om 


Dept. DN/1098/D/M, 
FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


The Carchair system puts you 
into the front seat position of a 
range of 3 door cars without 
having to transfer from the 
specially designed wheelchair 


Tel: 01323-767574 Fax: 01323-767603 


Selected 
Vehicles are 
Available 
Through 
Motability 


Constables offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
representing outstanding value for 
money. 
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14 Health 


New life in old eyes 


A visually impaired man from 
Yorkshire has become the first 
person to have his sight 
restored through the work of a 
pioneering research project at a 
Merseyside hospital. 

Eye surgeons at the Royal 
Liverpool Hospital were able to 
use “nip and tuck” repair 
surgery on John Barr, 70, who 
had macular degeneration, one 
of the commonest types of 
blindness in older people in 
Western countries. 

The condition occurs when 
the retina degenerates in later 
life so the person only has 
peripheral vision. Before this 
technique was developed only 


laser therapy could be 


used. This stops vision worsen- 
ing but does not restore sight. 

The new surgery transfers 
vision from the worn part of 
the retina to a new part. 
Ophthalmic surgeon David 
Wong performed the two-hour 
operation. He said: “Put sim- 
ply, it is like moving a carpet 
which has a worn patch and 
tucking the worn part away.” 

Mr Barr, from Pickering, told 
DN: “I couldn’t read without 
aids but now I can read again 
with my own glasses. I’ve taken 
to riding my bicycle again and 
doing odd jobs.” 

The operation could benefit 
thousands of people in the UK 
and millions worldwide. 


Mr Barr (left) can now read with his own glasses and ride a bicycle 


Doctors are now liaising with 
colleagues across the UK so 
that patients who fit the criteria 
can be included in a trial. 

At the moment only those 
who have recently lost their 


EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS 


vision will be suitable. But in 
the future the hospital is hop- 
ing to develop the technique so 
that healthy tissue can be trans- 
planted to replace the parts 
that are worn out. 


Test ‘raises pressure to abort’ 


Campaigners are worried 
about a new DNA test designed 
to prevent abnormal embryos 
from being used during infertil- 
ity treatments. 

The test has been developed 
by Dr Ian Findlay of the 
University of Leeds. It can be 
carried out before an embryo is 
implanted, and differs from 


More Capacity 


other tests as it can test 10 
chromosomes, not just two. 
The test could be available 
this year. Dr Findlay believes it 
could help detect far more con- 
ditions than the few which are 
detected now, such as Down’s 
syndrome and cystic fibrosis. 
Half of the embryos currently 
used in IVF treatment have 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value for Money 
Fully adapted from 
1 F995: 
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abnormal chromosomes. The 
test might also eventually be 
made available for pregnant 
women, using samples of the 
mother’s blood. 

Anne Rae, chair of the British 
Council of Disabled People, 
was worried that the research 
was part of a trend making it 
possible to weed out potential 


gives you 


MORE 


disability. She said: “Most peo- 
ple recognise that women have 
a right to choose. But support 
services are not there for 
women who choose to have 
children who may have impair- 
ments. Making those choices 
will get harder and harder with 
these tests being available earli- 
er and earlier.” 


Shunting 


off need 


for an op 


A major stumbling block in the 
treatment of hydrocephalus } 
could be drastically overcome } 
with the launch of a sterile sur- 


gical implant. 


Since the 1950s, people with | 
hydrocephalus have had surgi- | 
cal shunts implanted in their | 


brains to drain excessive fluid. 


But the operation has not | 
always been successful because | 
bacteria build up inside the. 


shunt and block it. 


Now Dr Roger Bayston, of the _ 
University of Nottingham, has | 
developed a shunt made of sili- | 


con based material and impreg- 


nated with antiseptic. Lab tests | 


have shown it could reduce the 
risk of infection by 80 per cent. 


Codman, a subsidiary of | 
Johnson and Johnson, is selling | 


the shunt, known as Bactiseal. 
A spokesman for 


and Hydrocephalus said: 
“There are 4,000 shunt replace- 
ments carried out each year in 
the UK. This shunt will dra- 
matically reduce the number of 
people having to have one.” 


More Original Features 


Volkswagen seating 

Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 
free no obligation home trial 


and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THELARGEST _ 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 


the | 
Association for Spina Bifida | 


‘nits December 1998 edition, 
DN looked at four cases of 
apparent discrimination against 
disabled people and. concluded: 
“The Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) needs teeth”. 

The cases were about the 
provision of services. The most 
important parts of the DDA for 
goods and service providers are 
not in force yet, but from 
October they will be expected 
to make reasonable adjustments 
to ensure their services can be 
accessed by disabled people. 
(Provisions covering physical 
access come into force in 2004.) 

The DDA certainly has 
weaknesses, but we must not 
under-estimate it. Indeed, we 
must not fall into the trap of 
talking the DDA down so much 
that businesses and others 
think it is so fundamentally 
flawed that no one will enforce 


‘If we mobilise our 
collective power as 
disabled consumers, we 
can be a formidable 
business force too’ 


it hard, so they don’t need to 
worry for a few more years yet. 
That would be the worst of all 
possible worlds. 

The biggest weakness in the 
DDA, of course, is the lack of 
any enforcement power. 

For the last three years I have 
chaired the National Disability 
Council (NDC), which brings 
together disabled people, 
people from business and some 
people who are both. 

The NDC was created by the 
DDA to advise Government on 
eliminating discrimination 
against disabled people. We 
have no power to investigate 
individual cases or support test 
cases through the courts and 
employment tribunals as the 
Equal Opportunities Comm- 
ission or the Commission for 
Racial Equality have. This is 
why I am probably the only 
quango chairman in Britain 
who wants to be abolished as 
soon as possible. Abolition will 
happen when the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC) starts 
work early in 2000. 

We need the powers of a DRC 
if we are to stop the discrimin- 
ation so many disabled people 
face daily: deaf customers 
ejected from London pubs 
because the landlord decided 
that people using sign language 
might upset other drinkers; 
people with mental health 
problems explaining gaps in 
their cvs by saying they have 


been in prison, because they 
think ex-prisoners get a better 
deal than people with a history 
of mental health difficulties. 

As regards the cases in DN, 
two of which involved pubs, the 
DRC will certainly want to 
support test cases to establish 
the law or make formal 
investigations. 

But if it is using its brain as 
well as its brawn it will be 
creative too. It could go to 
major brewers like Bass and 
Whitbread and national 
representatives of pub landords 
and persuade them to develop 
an industry-wide awareness 
and education campaign for 
pub staff. They could also 
promote disabled customer- 
friendly practices. 

Similarly, British business 
must be persuaded to respond 
more energetically to the needs 
of disabled people in the 
marketplace and the workplace. 
Yes, this is a human rights issue 
and, yes, in the future there will 
be new and tougher laws. It is 
all about social exclusion. But 


if we mobilise our collective power 


as disabled consumers — plus 
the purchasing power of our 
families and friends — we can be 
a formidable business force too. 
The NDC is already working 
with national small business 
representatives helping them 
advise their members and clients. 
We should not have to wait for 


S603 AHC 


It'll take brain and brawn 


The new Disability Rights Commission must be creative in its fight, says David Grayson 


Victory: Residents from a Loughborough home won the first success- 
ful court action under the DDA, against a pub landlady, last year. 


the establishment of the DRC to 
build a “shadow” good practice 
and advice unit or to forge 
better links between specialised 
groups like Scope and the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People and small businesses. 

The DRC must also look 
ahead. Huge changes are set to 
affect our lives: hundreds of tv 
channels, on-line banking and 
the ability to buy goods and 
services on the Internet. 

The Prime Minister has said 
he wants at least 25 per cent of 
all transactions between citizen 
and state to be via phone, tv or 
computer by 2002. Kim Howells, 


LOUGHBOROUGH ECHO 


Minister for Consumer Affairs, 
has talked of more information 
for consumers, which might 
include a network of touch-screen 
kiosks in every high street. 
Technology developments like 
these create great opportunities 
for disabled people. But they 
could produce new forms of 
social exclusion. If smart cards 
or touch-screen technology do 
not “think disability” from the 
outset, they may be inaccessible, 
for example, to blind people. 
Adapting information and 
communications technologies 
is like adapting buildings — less 
expensive and more effective if 


Travel in safety and comfort. Choice of entry by ramp, 
hydraulic lift or lowering suspension. Specialists in 
Renault, Peugeot, Citroen, Fiat and Mercedes easy 
access and wheelchair accessible transport. 


For advice and quotations call Joe Cordina or Jim Grieve 


01705 756265 
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you do it from the start. So I 
hope the DRC has a director of 
technology who can talk as a 
knowledgeable equal with 
major IT companies. Funded 
by the Post Office, NDC 
members are already working 
with such people in the IT and 
Disability Alliance. 

The Alliance shows how the 
DRC could build partnerships 
with other organisations. For 
example, a group of marketing 
experts and advertising 
agencies could give some free 
time to developing powerful 
and compelling messages so 
that we all “see the person and 
not the disability”. 

The DRC’s start-up will 
coincide with devolved 
parliaments and assemblies in 
Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast, 
and the English regional 
development agencies. They 
could be powerful allies over 
equal opportunities and 
disability regulations. There is 
scope too for creative co-oper- 
ation to produce, say, a Scottish 
disability media campaign. 

Given the huge task of the 
DRC, the NDC will do all it can 
to prepare the way so the Comm- 
ission can hit the ground running. 


David Grayson is chairman of 
the NDC, director of the charity 
Business in the Community and 
a member of the Government's 
Taskforce on Disability Rights. 
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16 Parent’s voice 


‘He will always wander 


Sally Williams is getting used to having an autistic son — while her husband is getting gradually more disabled 


We knew something was wrong 
with Evan, our three-year-old 
son, shortly after he was born. 

He would not make eye 
contact and when being fed 
kept on looking at a particular 
place on the wall. The wall was 
smooth and plain white so we 
didn’t know if he was just 
thinking or if he saw something 
there that we didn’t. 

As he grew older his 
behaviour deteriorated and his 
communication skills were 
practically non-existent. 

Evan is a big strong healthy 
boy, so we thought he was just 
slow in that area and was 
concentrating his energies on 
growth and play. 

It wasn’t until his sister was 
born that we realised he was 
not “normal”. She started 
babbling and sharing things 
with others from a very young 
age and liked to be held, 
whereas Evan would only be 
held on his terms. 

Finally about a year ago my 
husband Ronald thought we 
should consider the possibility 
of Evan being autistic. 

We went to our local GP and 
expressed our fears. He referred 
us to the local hospital, where 
Evan went through a series of 
observational sessions with 
several specialists. Nine months 


after that we were told that, yes 
indeed, Evan was on the 
autistic spectrum. 

As it happens, we are familiar 
with disability in our family 
because Ronald is also © 
registered as disabled. He has a 
chronic genetic degenerative 
condition of the spine called 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


Evan with Sally: she says he has no sense of danger when shopping 


ankylosing spondylitis. 

He has had this since he was 
13 — he is in his mid 30s now. 
He went through his teens and 
twenties in great pain as the 
problem went undiagnosed. 

In fact, when he was 
diagnosed, it was entirely by 
accident. He had a severe bout 


Renault Kangoo, Peugeot Ex 
wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


Other equipment for disabled drivers and 
left foot accelerators, infra-red steerin 
wheelchair hoists, swivel seats, 


For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further information on this or 
any of our other vehicles contact: 


POYNTING CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST., 


Kangoo Conversion 


The new Renault Kangoo with 4 seats and generous 
58” internal headroom from only £13,200. 


pert, Ford Courier and Nissan Cargo 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 


TEL: 01722 336048 FAX: 01722 416241 


DisabilityNow February 1999 


passengers includes: hand controls, 
! g spinners, ramps and hydraulic lifts, 
information and advice. 


of iritis (inflammation of the 
iris) and the ophthalmologist 
asked him if he had any kind of 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

Ronald said he hadn’t. But he 
went to the library to research 
the matter and came up with 
only one conclusion. 

We then went to visit a 
rheumatologist who was 
amazed that previous doctors 
had not picked up on him 
because he was a “classic case”. 

Some days the pain is so bad 
he has trouble moving from the 
bed to the bathroom — a 
distance of just a few feet. On 
other occasions he does make it 
on crutches. 

His disease causes many 
secondary problems — not just 
the iritis, but also heart disease 
and even liver failure. I worry 
that one of these conditions 
may kill him. 

He is a very independent man 
and tries not to put a lot of 
pressure on me. 

He tries to help as much as he 
can with the two children, but 
most days he is not able to 
move from the bed for more 
than four hours a day. 

In fact when it comes to 
caring for Evan, he has only 
just seemed to realise how 
much of a strain on everyday 
life that is. 

A shopping trip, for instance, 
is hell. Evan does not want to 
hold your hand when we go out 


in Doncaster, the town we live 
in, and he will always wander 
away because he has no 
concept of danger. He doesn’t 
understand that the world is 
fraught with dangers. 

As to the future, well, we will 
carry on just about the same. 
Evan now goes full time to a 
special school and he is gone 


The rheumatologist we 
Saw was amazed that 
previous doctors had not 
picked up on Ronald’s 
conditions, because he 
was a “classic case” 


from the home for eight hours 
a day, five days a week. 

My husband, I fear, will 
continue to get worse and 
eventually we will have to see 
about getting a wheelchair. 

What about respite care, I 
hear you say. 

Well, there has been so much 
media coverage about children 
being abused in these homes 
that I feel unsafe about sending 
Evan to a home like that. 

There is, however, a 
childminder who Evan used to 
go to who does respite care. 

She is full up at the moment, 
but when she has a place free I 
could well consider sending 
Evan to her — just for one night 
a month, maybe. 


UNIQUE 


. .. Because as the national 
college for disabled students we 
also welcome people who are 
not disabled .. . because at 
Hereward all students enjoy 
equal access to a broad range of 
academic and vocational courses 
. .. because individual students 
need an individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock 
everyone's unique potential by 
providing residential enabling and 
medical services in an accessible 
and supportive environment. 


To find out more, arrange a visit 
or discuss your hopes for the 
future, contact: Admissions, 
Hereward College, Bramston 
Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, Coventry 
CV4 9SW. Tel: 01203 461231. 

Fax: 01203 694305. 

Minicom facility available. 


Visit our Website on: 
http://www.hereward. 
demon.co.uk 


Hereward College exists to 
provide education and training 
to its community of customers. 


HEREWARD COLLEGE ... OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE ro) 


ringing a new dimension 
to the wheelchair passenger 


and family 
converted 
vehicles 


Brotherwoods quality conversion of 
the Volkswagen Sharan is the only 
adapted vehicle in the U.K. 

with V.C.A. Type Approval 

No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, 
have been tested 

and approved to the 
highest European 

M1 standard. 


Citroén Berlingo Compact 
The most successful new car conversion of 1998 


Petrol injection 1.8 engine/5 speed £16, S46 
Diesel 1.9 engine/5 speed £17, a5 


Exclusive to The Brotherwood 
converted VW Sharan, 1999 vehicles fitted as standard - 

‘S’ models :- ABS brakes, factory fitted alarm system, electric 
operated/heated mirrors, heated windscreen. 


Volkswagen Sharan from £24,774 


View one of our vehicles at the DESIGN MUSEUM, 
Butlers Wharf, Shad Thames, London. 


Look at the all 
‘incl pecification to see why:- 
Power steering, air conditioning, tinted glass, 


4th December 1998 - 31st January 1999 
as part of 


stereo cassette, electric front windows, remote central locking, electric passenger door THE CONRAN FOUNDATION COLLECTION 


mirror, immobiliser, one piece up & over tailgate, heated rear window with wash & wipe. 


Taking car conversions for wheelchair passengers 
into the next millennium 


j a 2 3 3 2 3 3 
rir Lane, Beat, Shain, Dose. 10 0? Ws BROTHER WOOD 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Website: http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


We get a poor deal 


Lynne Bagnall was right 
(“Wheelchair servicing” letter, 
DN, November). 

Having been an electric 
wheelchair user for 11 years, I 
have experienced many 
difficulties such as hers with 
wheelchair dealers. In my opinion 
they are on a level with car 
dealers, and sometimes worse. 

A service costs £60 on an 
electric wheechair such as mine 
and £45 on a manual chair. 

Having been a qualified 
engineer, I should like to know 
if anybody can inform me 
truthfully as to what is carried 
out for that amount of money? 


Yes, they do have to attend my 
home (when they are in my 
area). How long does it take to 
service a chair? 

Having asked for justification 
for this amount of money, Iam 
told that it is the “going rate”, 
take it or leave it. As we are all 
individual wheelchair users, we 
cannot bring pressure to bear. 

It is a fact that there are not 
many adjustments or repairs to 
be carried out as wheelchairs 
have sealed bearings, motors 
and electrical components, 
including dry batteries. 

M Everitt 
Harwich, Essex 


Any holiday 
horrors? 


We were interested in P Rodway’s 
letter “Thomson is letting 
down disabled holidaymakers” 
(DN, December). 

As a voluntary-sector holiday 
and respite provider, Winged 
Felllowship Trust is looking 
into problems experienced by 


holidaymakers over the coming 
months. 

I would be delighted to hear 
from DN readers who have 
experienced problems with 
tour or travel operators, airlines 
or other holiday companies. 
Please write to the address below. 
Paul Sample 
Director of Communications 
Winged Fellowship Trust 
23B New Street 
Salisbury SP1 3AY 


Cannabis 
effects 
impressive 


Iam a sociology major at the 
University of North Texas in 
Denton. I have been employed 
in human services related to 
abnormal psychology and 
developmental disabilities. 

I worked with a disabled 
Vietnam veteran who had been 
shot in the back and was 
quadriplegic. He required 
assistance with all his basic 
needs and I provided him with 
home health care. 

He suffered from painful 
spasms which were the result of 
atrophied muscles and 
retracted tendons. I witnessed 
his body convulse as he cried in 
agony. He tried painkillers, 
muscle relaxers, electrical 
stimulation and acupressure. 
These options proved futile and 
expensive. 

His physician suggested 
smoking marijuana (cannabis) 
as an analgesic. The results 
were impressive. He completed 
his physical therapy without 
any spasms. 

I support medical research of 
marijuana, and the 
decriminalisation of its use by 
citizens diagnosed with 
terminal, chronic and disabling 
diseases, such as cancer or 
AIDS. It does not serve justice 
to deny suffering patients 
quality health care. 
Christopher Largen 
Denton, Texas, USA 


Student diary 


‘Overheated, 
no-nonsense 
Miss B looked 
disconcerted’ 
By Marigold Hope 


Only two terms of university 
left. [can count the months on 
the fingers of one hand. 

This means two things. One, I 
must try to follow up all the 
things I’ve wanted to do in 
Edinburgh, but haven’t got 
round to. And, two, I must try 
to have some kind of plan for 
when I graduate in June (not to 
mention studying for my exams, 
so I actually get the degree). 

In respect of two, the 
university is keen to give a 
helping hand — lots of talk 
about PhDs and possible career 
routes, and practice interviews 
set up for us. 

I went to the huge careers fair 
packed with enthusiastic fourth 
years like myself. 

Overheated and no nonsense 
Miss B, from a prestigious law 
firm, looked extremely 
disconcerted as I hopped from 
one leg to the other, while 
asking her about her job. Miss 
B didn’t know whether this was 
a strange expression of 
enthusiasm for law, a need for 
the toilet, a student who had 
taken too many drugs or 
herself hallucinating in the 


heat. The poor woman looked 
relieved when I left her. I 
managed to explain to the next 
person that I needed to sit 
down because of my legs. 

I staggered out of the careers 
fair laden with booklets that I 


couldn’t carry, which I gave to a 


friend. With her own stuff, she 
said she felt like a pack horse. 

We were uninspired by the 
fair. I made one decision, that I 
would never work for some 
unethical, corporate company. 
Even this is a maybe. Can you 
maintain your ideals in the 
“real” world and support 
yourself financially? 

Meanwhile, my part-time job 
at the Traverse theatre helps to 
ward off student debt. And ’m 
passionate about the theatre. 

The Traverse has had 
performances by two disabled 
companies while I’ve been 
there. One was a mixed media 
performance called Pain about 
Graham Cunningham’s exper- 
ience of rheumatoid arthritis. 

I have also been attending a 
young writers playwriting 
group at the Traverse and a 
women writers group. One of 
the members is Ms Rainbow. 
Rainbow is her “given” name, 
because she believes surnames 
are male domination. Paradox- 
ically, she dresses all in black. 


Three cheers 
Congratulations to the Henshall 
Training Centre in London. 
When Yvonne Waft contacted it 
to ask about access at a course, 
the subject hadn’t occurred to 
staff at all. Four months later they 
had found an accessible venue. 
Such quick thinking is rare. 


No cheers 

Not so good, however, was 
Belitha Press (see p26). In an 
“awareness-raising” book it 
describes a boy with cerebral 
palsy as having a “learning 
disability”. The mistake was 
rectified before print, but the 
boy’s photo is still included. 


Eat your words 

What can we say about Lord 
Puttnam’s address to Leonard 
Cheshire about “inclusion and 
exclusion”? Fine, except that 
the lecture hall was inaccessible 
to wheelchair users. The charity 
says the venue had promised to 
provide ramps. We think better 
checking is in order. 


DELORAINE HOLIDAY HOMES, 
Helm Road, Bowness-on-Windermere. 
Self-catering, wheelchair accessible cottage 
(ETB Cat. 2) and flat secluded in 1.5 sylvan 
acres, yet near Bowness Bay. boats, shops, 
food, cinema. Free swimming/sauna. 
Four posters. Sleeps 2-6. 


Tel: (01539) 445557. 


Bonneuil Holiday Cottages 


— Designed for people with disabilities in mind — 
Own an idyllic holiday cottage in rural south west France. 
Bonneuil Holiday Cottages is a unique UK owned farmstead 
development project — site to include 6 cottages, large 
covered swimming pool, river fishing and tennis courts. 
Prices range from £28,000 per cottage. 

For further details contact: Bonneuil Holiday Cottages, 
53 Woodville Road, Mumbles, Swansea SA3 4AE. 


The Lake District, Bowness-on-Windermere 


Burn How Garden House Hotel situated in delightful 
garden setting with everything on the ground floor: 
bedrooms, restaurant, bar, lounges, patio and toilets 
—no steps! Parking outside each room. Come and 
relax in spacious bedrooms in peaceful setting only 2 
minutes walk from lake and shops. Award winning 
food, highly commended for comfort cuisine and 
warm hospitality. 


Telephone for brochure: (01539) 446226, 
fax: (01539) 447000, website: www. burnhow.co.uk 
e-mail: burnhowhotel@btinternet.com 


GAER COTTAGES 


“1993 HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family with an 
emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 6 of the 9 traditional 
Welsh stone cottages are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park, WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room. Open ALL 
YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour brochure telephone: 


RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS 
01570 470275. 


Mar-y-Sol — Tenerife 


Enjoy year round sunshine at the Mar y Sol 
complex. Wheelchair accessible 
apartments, heated pool with hoist, 
restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire, 
care agency. Flights with ATOL agents. 
Call us now for cheapest prices on 


FREEPHONE 0800-328 8029 
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SCARBOROUGH 


Abbydale Guest House. 

Superior ensuite accommodation. All rooms 
comfortable, spacious with easy access. Central 
location. More details and prices contact Pat 


01723 379469 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
NEAR NORWICH, NORFOLK 


Beautiful Elizabethan Manor House in 11 acres 
of natural grounds. Wheelchair accessible 
throughout. Electric hoists etc. Minibus. 
Call: (01508) 489324 for ’99 programme 


SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK 

Downton, Hampshire: 

Award winning coastal site with indoor/outdoor 
pools; sports/leisure facilities; restaurants and 
bars. Wheelchair accessible, fully equipped 1/2 
bedroom chalets, sleep 4-6. 

Call: K. Pepper on 01590 642073 — New Forest 
Mencap Charity No. 1038962. 
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Reg. Charity No. 286650 


BREAK 


Holidays & Respite Care 
for children, adults and families 
with special needs. 

Two centres on the Norfolk coast. 
Wide range of activities & outings. 


Contact Judith Davison — 01263 823170 


Sandpipers - SOUTHPORT 
Overlooks Southport's Marine lake/ beaches. Trips 
to the Lake District, Blackpool, Alton Towers. 
Accessible holiday centre. 12 single rooms. 12 twin 
rooms. Help buttons. Indoor swimming pool. CTV. 
Bar. From £270 pw — food, full personal support/ 
volunteer help included. Registered with Social 
Services. Most physical disabilities catered for. 
Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


DEVON — Converted barn 


Next to owner in beautiful Teign valley. 
Specially designed for wheelchair users. 
Lift to 1st floor, wide doors, wheel-in-shower. 
Sleeps 4. Pets welcome. 


Tel: 01647 24445 


Accessible Accommodations Abroad 


Wheelchair accessible villas, apartments and 
hotels in Europe and worldwide. Also cruises 
and tailor-made travel. 


Call TravelAbility 
tel: (01452) 740820 


Discover rural France 
Enjoy being wined and dined 
in our 12th century farmhouse 
situated in the Loire 
Valley/Vendee area. 

Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Minibus available for excursions. 
Personal care available. 
Qualified English nurse proprietor. 


For brochure contact Pat & John Bartlam, 
40 Rue St Eloi, 79440 Courlay Deux Sevres, 
France. Tel/Fax: (00.33)5.49.72.25.37. 


DRUMDELGIE HOUSE AND COTTAGES 
By Huntly in beautiful Grampian. Superb views 
over Strathbogie on both castle and whisky trails. 


One cottage fully adapted for wheelchair use. 
Serviced or self-catering. Eve meals, licensed. 
Scottish Tourist Board 3 Star. 
Brochure (01466) 760368. 


The Lin Berwick Trust 


Holiday accommodation for people with 
disabilities, their families and carers. 


BERWICK COTTAGE 


First self-catering holiday accommodation by 
The Lin Berwick Trust. Sleeps six, equipped 
with the most up-to-date technology for 
disabled people in the Norfolk village of East 
Harling, which has good facilities and medical 
practice. Tourist attractions nearby. Awarded 
Grade 1 by the Holiday Care Service and 
Category 1 within the East of England Tourist 
Board National Accessible Scheme. 


For further information contact Lin Berwick, 
tel: (01787) 882111, Fax: (01787) 882112. 
For booking form contact the Treasurer, 
tel: 0181-595 7056. Registered Charity No. 803172 


SW France, cottage modified for the disabled. 
Sleeps up to 10, including two wheelchair users. 
Private pool with hoist, wheel-in shower, ramps 
etc. Fully equipped kitchen, or meals available. 
Shopping service. Beautiful area. 
See www.|legrandbost.mcmail.com 
OR phone 01225 447515 for information. 
Last minute reductions. 


Crabhill House - SURREY 
Fully accessible country house — with purpose- 
built extension. 26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin 
rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. Lovely 
gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Day trips to Brighton, 
London, Theatreland etc. From £255 pw — 
food/personal support included. For information/ 
booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


Skylarks — Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre in the Heart of England. 
26 single en-suite, 5 twin rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. 
Hydro pool. Bar. Help buttons. Free trips/excursions. | 
Nurses/volunteer support. Prices from £255 pw — 
including food/care. For brochure, please tel: 
0171 833 4579 ext 132. 
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Holidays @ 19 


In the second DN 
holiday feature, we 
look at European 
trips and what to 
check out if you 
plan to take a carer 


Benidorm has become some- 
thing of a Mecca for those 
wanting a holiday in the sun 
who can feel reasonably confi- 
dent that the pleasures they 
seek are more or less accessible. 

Luigi Bagnoli, mainland 
holiday services manager for 
Thomson Holidays in Spain, 
was surprised by the results of 
a company survey. It showed 
that over 8,500 wheelchair users 
were travelling to Benidorm. 

“People who have some kind 
of disability are booking more 
and more winter holidays, but 
it wasn’t until we looked at the 
statistics that we realised just 
how many came,” he says. 

When the number one UK 
tour operator begins to realise 
the potential of this market, it 
isn’t long before the local 
hoteliers become aware of it too. 

Why does Benidorm rate so 
highly as a tourist destination 
for disabled people? 

Apart from the obvious 
climatic benefits, the answer is 
simple. Stand at the topmost 
end of Playa de Lavante and 
look south to the tip of Ponente 
Beach. There’s five kilometres 
of flatness, broken only by the 
hump of the old town and the 
warren of streets surrounding 
the Church of St James. 

Also, a number of support 
services have sprung up. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views, Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


ery Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 


fe Self Catering villas and cottages, 
© hotels, B&B, car hire with 
hand controls, adapted vans, 


fay and other sporting and 
Zo _leisure facilities. 
ALGP pavia Player, Wheeling Around 
The Algarve, Apartado 3421, 
8135 Almancil, Algarve, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http:/www.player.pt 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Benefits of Benidorm 


This Spanish town is much more than a Costa del Cheapo, Derek Workman discovers 


Not like home: Norma Crow and Peter Clark relax after Norma saw Spanish gallantry at first hand 


Chrissie Robinson, for 
example, runs the British Hire 
Service which specialises in 
providing wheelchairs and 
ancillary aids to disabled 
people. Chrissie says: “In the 
beginning, the hoteliers didn’t 
want disabled people in their 
hotels because they thought the 
able-bodied visitors wouldn’t 
want to see them. It’s 
completely different now, and 
people are coming because they 
know the facilities are here”. 

Perhaps this says more about 
the attitude of your average 
British tourist. The Spanish 
people themselves are 
extremely tolerant and helpful. 

This helpfulness came as a bit 
of a surprise to Norma Crow, 
who travelled from the north 
east of England. On the first 
day of her third visit to 
Benidorm last year, she tripped 
over a kerbstone and tore a 
ligament in her leg. “I was 


hobbling on crutches one day, 
trying to cross a street, when a 
Spanish man walked into the 
middle of the road, held his 
hands up, and stopped all the 
traffic till I crossed. You 
wouldn’t get that in Tynemouth.” 

The visual images of access 
for disabled people are those 
provided for wheelchair users: 
ramps, wide doors, long 
stretches of flat surface. But 
perhaps ONCE, the powerful 
organisation which represents 
the interests of Spanish visually 
impaired people, may have had 
an influence too. As Alan 
Provin, an English visitor who 
is registered blind, commented: 
“Tf there isn’t a voice for people 
to ask for these things, then 
they'll never be given.” 

On his second visit to the 
town last year, Alan was very 
pleased with the help and 
assistance he was given. “In our 


~ hotel there are special tables set 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 


Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
6, The Hillock, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7GW. Tel: 01942 888844. 


aside for disabled people 
marked with a wheelchair 


symbol. Sometimes I get a few 
strange looks because people 


don’t always see my white stick 


and it can be embarrassing, but 
overall I like the idea.” 

Like many disabled visitors, 
Alan and his wife Pat have 
found the town highly 
accessible and are now 
considering an extended stay. 

Most disabled British holiday 
makers travel on package tours 
and are happy with the support 
they get from the tour 


operators. But there will always 
be people who want the 
freedom of independent travel. 
“That’s one of the most 
important things for both pride 
and independence,” said 
Chrissie Robinson. “I have a 
client with multiple sclerosis 
and she wants to go shopping 
when she wants to go, and she 
can only do that with the aid of 
an electric scooter. So I 
supplied her with one, and ’m 
going to buy more.” 

Perhaps an image which 
encapsulates the accessibility of 
Benidorm was the elegantly 
dressed elderly lady, casually 
strolling along the promenade 
at Lavente beach, her chiffon 
scarf gently blowing in the 
breeze, supporting herself on a 
Zimmer frame with wheels. A 
diamanté studded evening bag 
was balanced on the crossbar. 

It is unlikely that she 
considered herself disabled, but 
the features which enhance the 
pleasures of a wheelchair user 
also allowed her to take part in 
the paseo, that delightful 
activity which is so much a part 
of Spanish life. 


Chrissie Robinson, British Hire 
Service, mobile: (0034) 929 985 
801 or 919 413 894. 

Luigi Bagnoli, regional holiday 
services manager, Thomson 
Holidays, tel: (0034) 65 872754, 
fax: (0034) 65 852189. 


Ring NOW for a brochure on: 


J 0171, 833 2594 


Winged Fellowship Trust, Angel House, 
PEOPLE 20-32 Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD. 
Registered Charity No. 295072. 


WINGED 
FELLOWSHIP 


RESPITE CARE AND |p 
HOLIDAYS FOR 
DISABLED 
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Tourists relax on one of the many pedestrian bridges in Venice 


Italy, country of contrasts, 
offers several thousand miles 
of sheltered Mediterranean 
and rocky Adriatic coast, misty 
mountain ranges, placid lakes, 
the wide flat plain of the dark- 
soiled Po valley, bustling cities, 
friendly people — and wonder- 
ful wines and cheeses. 

Train travel is the best way to 
appreciate the scenery, so we 
decided to do a grand tour last 
autumn. All Italian stations are 
accessible, very clean and have 
plenty of staff and lifts. But 
only some trains are accessible, 
so you need to plan schedules 
in advance. 

We flew KLM to Milan hop- 
ing it would prove an easy route 
for a novice flyer. It did. Stansted 
is more user-friendly than 


So many scooters in Trieste: Jenni stops to admire them 


No strain by tr 


The best way to see Italy is by train, says Jenni Meredith, who travé 


London’s bulging Heathrow. 

I was told you only visit 
Milan on business. Not true. 
The Civic Gallery of Modern 
Art has wonderful Mario 
Marini sculptures; the nearby 
park is a welcome oasis of 
calm amid city traffic, and 
large museums in the historical 
centre of the city have impor- 
tant DaVincis, Botticellis, 
Caravaggios, Italian abstracts 
and futurists. 

What is more, the Milan tube 
has stair lifts, and there are 
pedestrian areas and some 
drop kerbs. You can walk 
through Cathedral Square and 
along the narrow side streets 
where specialist shops sell all 
sorts of handles, antique toys 
or fashion fabrics. As one of 
Europe’s main fashion centres, 
this is the place to find beauti- 
ful materials. But prices can be 
as fabulous as the fabrics. 

Leaving Milan we took the 
train to Trieste on the Slovenic 
border and returned via Venice 
and Verona. The coastal route 
between Venice and Trieste 
takes you past the ship-building 
centre of Monfalcone and 
ancient sea fortresses at Duion 
and Miramare. 

Once home to James Joyce, 
Trieste, variously ruled by 
Romans, French and Austrians, 
was finally annexed to Italy in 
1954. It has a lively daily mar- 
ket, more scooters than I’ve 
ever seen, and canal marinas in 
the baroque main square. At 
night floodlit facades and the 
twinkling lights of mountain 
villages are reflected in its shel- 
tered Adriatic bay. 

Trieste, too, boasts a good 
modern art collection in an 
accessible, ancient palace, 


which also houses a wonderful 
library lined from floor to ceil- 
ing with antique cabinets of 
leather-bound volumes. 

In nearby Muggia, with its 
15th century cathedral, sardine 
fisherman mended nets whilst 
chatting to customs officers. 
We sat in a harbour cafe writ- 
ing postcards home. : 


We also took a tram to 
Opiccina with gradients as 
steep as one-in-four, affording 
breathtaking views of the 
Italian and Slovenic coast. 

Ice cream is a must on any 
Italian holiday and it’s in 
Trieste’s pedestrianised Via 
XX Settembre that the locals 
dip long spoons into tall glass- 
es of designer ices after a stroll 
around the town’s more select 


shops. We joined them beneath 
the chestnuts. 

On our way to Verona we 
stopped for a few hours in 
Venice. This beautiful, if illogi- 
cal, city is packed with 
tourists, even in October. A 
few metres from the crowds, 
though, you find the real 
Venetians: builders taking cof- 


Sitting by the Grand Canal, the main road in Venice, you see everyone g¢ 


fee-breaks in barges full of 
bricks; locals sipping aperitifs 
at shady pavement cafes, 
others pegging washing precar- 
iously across upper-storey win- 
dows. And there is no traffic 
noise. 

When the sun is too hot, 
Venice offers ample shade with 
tall old buildings and narrow 
streets. My map clearly identi- 
fied accessible areas, since 
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WYE Specialising in Holidays 
VALLEY for Disabled People 


Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 


MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 


Activities, entertainments. Rates from £235/week. 
(01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


CORNWALL 


Holiday Care in Cornwall 
all year round 


LANINVAL HOUSE Nursing Home 
offers holidays, respite, residential and 
convalescence care in beautiful 
Surroundings in mid-Cornwall. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 


Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 


Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Qualified Nursing and Care staff on hand 
24 hours per day. Phone/Fax Murray or 
Shirley on 01208 74921 for a brochure. 
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Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool now being built. 


More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


CENTRAL BRITTANY 
FARMHOUSE 


with excellent ground floor facilities for 
wheelchair users. Resident English 


owner. For brochure contact Peter 
Davies, 94 Church Road, Stretton, 
Burton upon Trent DE13 OHE. 
Tel: (01283) 543743 


THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look 
no further!! The accommodation we recommend has been 
checked by one of our representatives, where possible. 


Our 1999 brochure offers a wide range of holidays around 
the world whether you want Sun, Sea and Sand, a City Break, 
a Self-Drive holiday or a Coach Tour, it’s all there. 


Send for a copy now! 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
Websité:www.canbedone.co.uk 


ny 


Ft: 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 


Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
5 dragon WTB rating. 
Grade 1 access rating 


Built specifically for people with 
disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
including two in wheelchairs. Great 
views; good touring centre; easy 
parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


MONTANA SOL SL. 
TORREMOLINOS-— SPAIN 


Full board accommodation in luxury villa complex 
with sea views. Specifically adapted for wheelchair 
users and disabled guests. Ground floor twin 
en-suite bedrooms with wheel-in showers or 
swing-round bath seat. Height adjustable beds with 
head and foot risers amd swinging monkey poles to 
fit right or left. Level grounds, pool with hoist. 
Conservatory bar, satellite tv. Adapted courtesy 
buses provide airport transfers and all local transport 
free of charge. Highly recommended in various 
publications. Individual bookings or parties of up to 16. 
For information contact: 

Montana Sol SI. Calle Salgareno 30, URB El 
Pinillo, Torremolinos, Malaga, Spain. 

Tel: 00 34 952 382442. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1999. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


n in Italy 


th her husband, Tony, who has ME 


i bridges with many steps 
yetwork of canals. These areas 
be linked only by canals. But 
‘ach all the main sites by acces- 
r-bus. 

a then deposited us at Verona’s 
gle station, home to a Roman 
atre, opera house, Juliet’s bal- 
grave and the 12th century 
echio, one of Italy’s most 


colonnades and connecting 
lanes in the pedestrianised, his- 
torical centre offered interest- 
ing walks. 

To the north of the city rise 
the Lessina hills, famous among 
fossil collectors. Commercialised 
Lake Garda is a bus ride away, 
through rich vineyards. 

On our way to the centre for 
a glass of Valpolicella, the 
local speciality, we joined local 
residents at a roller-skating 
contest in a municipal park. 

Verona’s wide, pink marble 
pavements look easily accessi- 
ble, though finding drop-kerbs 
demands concentration. 

By contrast, Turin, candidate 
city for the Winter Olympics, 
has plenty of ways on and off 
its miles of covered walkways. 

We took another train jour- 
ney to this elegant regional 
capital at the foot of the Alps 
to attend a disability film festi- 
val. There were galleries and 
more opportunities for win- 
dow shopping. 

Abundant local produce in 
the daily market and the music 
of vendors’ calls made it a 
favourite morning haunt. 
Many buses run from there to 


EUCREA’s (the umbrella dis- 
ability arts organisation) digi- 
tal art exhibition. 

it museums, which is partly A short walk under the 

3 colonnades brought us to the 
h Verona meanders the River River Po and leafier suburbs 
urge squares with covered across the bridge. 


tourists to builders and the post 


ps for your Euro trip 


ze Badge is a British company in Tenerife which aims to make get- 


4 the island easier, whether with transport to and from the air- 
reel-chairs or scooters . Tel: 00 34 922 797355 


r journey starts from Heathrow, their Traveller’s Information — 
Needs leaflet will help with the nightmare of navigating the air- 
aps highlight accessible toilets and ramped access and there is 
tion about other facilities, including Skycaps, Heathrow’s internal 
‘carrying system, which is free to people with special needs. For a 

: (01233) 211207. 


Bee 
oS 


sabled Living Foundation (DLF) has a free Flying High guide, 
es advice on planning your trip, packing vital equipment and 
w to navigate your way around an aeroplane toilet! DLF helpline, 


)-603 9177. 


will hopefully be plain if you go with P&O. Their ferries have 
he main passenger areas and easy access to bars and toilets. 

rs of the Disabled Drivers Association, tel: (01508) 489449, the 
Drivers’ Motor Club, tel: (01832) 734724, and the Disabled 

s’ Federation, tel: (01743) 761889, receive a 30 per cent discount 
king through their associations. P&O tel: 0171-800 2345 


1e offers up to 50 per cent discount, tel: 0990-707070. 


IB Holiday Service can help visually impaired people find 
jodation abroad and in the UK and financial assistance for your 
They can also provide a sighted guide to accompany you on your 
rotel guide book, £2.99, is available in different formats. It 

s details of 50 UK hotels and guests houses recommended by other 
impaired people. RNIB Holiday Service, tel: 0171-388 1266. 


the main station, where we saw 


Holidays = 21 


Trieste’s daily market: so many luxuriant fruit and vegetables everywhere, it was hard to choose 


From Turin we took a scenic 
train journey to Carrara and 
its famous marble quarries via 
the Mediterranean resort of 
Vintimiglia on the French bor- 
der. Rattling over spectacular 
viaducts and then rushing 
through mountain tunnels, we 
surfaced each time to see deep 
blue skies contrasting with the 
fiery leaves of mountain trees. 

Then we took the coastal 
route via Genoa, arriving at 
Carrara in the early evening. 
Storm clouds brewed on the 
horizon and bright sunlight 
edged colour-washed houses. 

From Carrara we journeyed 
to Florence, with its galleries, 
opulent shops, fast flowing 
river and ancient city walls. 

Self-catering in a renovated 
13th century building offered 
us the chance to shop for food 
in Italian. Grocers and green- 
grocers are well stocked with 
fresh produce — it’s like step- 
ping inside a Harrods hamper. 
But many have steps, so access 
was not easy. 

From our Florence base we 
made excursions to the ancient 


village of Assisi in the Umbrian 
hills and Tuscany’s Siena, 
where busloads of Americans 
were on the culture trail. 

The train winds through 
rolling hills wooded with blue 
evergreens, golden birches and 
rich valley plots neatly planted 
with olives, vines and fruit 


Grand Canal architecture 


trees. Climbing to ancient Assisi 
from the station by car, foot or 
bus is well worth the effort. 

Returning to Milan for the 
flight home, we were treated to 
more lakes, mountains and 
rich plains. But you can’t have 
too much of a good thing. 


fact file fact file fact file 
Italian State Tourist Board, 
1 Princes Street, London, 
W1R 8AY, tel: 0171-408 1254. 
Massimo Misconti, consul- 
tant on accessible tourism 
can provide complete pack- 
ages and/or advice, c/o 
Promotur, Piazza Pitagora 9, 
10137 Turin, Italy, fax: 
0039/011/3091201, e-mail: 
m.micotti@agora.stm.it 
KLM UK return flights, Milan 
Linate-Stansted, from £89. 
Italian Rail has kilometric 
cards (£75 if bought in Italy) 
valid for two months and 
ten journeys or 3,000km. 
For the booklet, I servizi per 
la clientela disabile, write to 
Service Alla Clientela Assist- 
enza Disabilit, Statzione FS, 
Piazzale XXV Aprile, Verona. 


JUBILEE LODGE — Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £255 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 
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SCOTTISH BORDERS. Two delightful, superbly equipped 
fully heated stone-built cottages in traditional courtyard 
setting with open fires in peaceful surroundings with 
beautiful views. Both suitable for disabled and able-bodied 
people, one totally wheelchair accessible (disabled 
categories 2&3). Each STB graded 3 stars and sleep six 
adults. Private parking and gardens. Pets welcome. 


Tel/Fax (01450) 860678. E-mail: kate@blacklee.demon.co.uk 


- Holidays 

- Respite care 
- Courses 

- Workshops 
- Conferences 


- Creative activities 
- Outdoor pursuits 
- Fun 

- Peace and quiet 


- Individuals 
- Families 
- Groups 
- All ages 
- All abilities 


Leisure for all in beautiful 
Pembrokeshire, ask us for more 
information or visit our website. 


SELF-DRIVE RENTAL of lift equipped minibus, 
Fiat Fiorinos and hand-controlled automatic 
cars. Also accessible taxi service plus accessible 
conversions. 

WHEELCHAIR TRAVEL LTD, Guildford 
(01483) 233640 


ability 


The Stackpole Centre 
Pembroke SA71 5DQ 
Telephone 

01646 661425 or 714 
Facsimile 

01646 661456 

http: //www.ability-uk.org 
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Colin and Moyra Brooks: they always insist on “ordinary holidays” 


Hyundai have done it again. Or at least that’s 
what the motoring press would have us believe. 


According to Autocar, the new Hyundai Atoz 


represents a “potentially class-busting combination 


of packaging, performance and equipment”. (25.2.98) 


Moyra Brooks from Swindon 
shocks her family by taking 
husband Colin to Europe in his 
wheelchair. She insists they go 
on “ordinary holidays”. 

A noble sentiment — but Colin 
has his wife as a carer. Twice in 
1998 there were horror 


as air-conditioning, central locking, electric 


ake care In care 


Disabled holidaymakers must vet their carers, says Lisa Hitchen 


headlines about disabled people 
dying on holiday when less 
intimate carers were in charge. 
Such stories can only increase 
disabled people’s worries about 
finding a suitable companion. 
“Planning a holiday can be a 
major military exercise for 


front windows, alloy wheels, metallic paint and 
a full-sized driver’s airbag as standard for only 


£7,999". 


And who else offers the option ofa 5-speed semi- 2 


| Hyunoa 


automatic transmission where you change gears e _ 


many people with disabilities 
and their carers,” says Francine 
Bates, acting chief executive of | 
Carers National Association. 
Carers worry about getting 
access to medical treatments if © 
the person has a flare-up. 
And disabled people are 
concerned for personal safety. 
Both these problems could be | 
exacerbated if you go witha | 
volunteer. As carer agency 
director Brian Munson points 
out, volunteers are perfectly 
free to abandon their job if it 
proves tricky. That is why his 
company, Companions, makes | 


Who are we to disagree? f f 
sure anyone it employs 1s 


signed up and paid. 

Companions never assumes 
someone is a carer because they/ 
say they are. References are 
checked, and a registered nurse 
tests applicants’ skills. 

The Across Trust, which runs 
group holidays for disabled 
people, does use volunteers, 
none of whom need have 
experience of working with 
disabled people. 

But administrator Celia 
Williams says: “We always ask 
for a referee and follow up on 
it. Our team leaders report on | 
helpers and if they don’t fit the 
bill, they don’t travel again.” 

Mencap and the Winged 
Fellowship Trust — two more 


without using a clutch pedal, or a 3-speed fully 

_ After ali, the Hyundai Atoz does start from just automatic transmission, but still with no advance 
£6,999 and with easy access via 5 doors, power payment on the Motability Scheme?‘ : 
assisted steering, metallic paint, great headroom 
and superb visibility, there’s nothing else quite like 
it. 


For details on the Hyundai ‘Motability’ Scheme | 
and the exciting Hyundai range of coupés, 
hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call free on 0800 
What’s more, its sibling Atoz+ has luxuries such © 981 981, or visit www.hyunda -Car.co.uk. 


New car. 


No advance payment. No clutch. 


No worries. 


Carers National Association 
_ helpline, tel: 0345-573 369 
Companions, tel: (01703 
20 
Across Trust, tel: 0181-783 
55) ge ee 
Winged Fellowship Trust, 
tel: 0171-833 2594. 3 
Mencap, tel: 0171-454 0454. | | 
organisations which run 
holidays — have similar policies. 
So it is not all negative. You 
realise it can’t be when you 
hear of the many disabled 
people who come back year 
after year for more adventures. 
Among them are Jackie 
Birtles, a wheelchair user from 
London, who went to Lourdes 
in France last summer with the — 
Across Trust. She says: “I did 
not have to consider anything. 
It was organised through them 
and they matched me with 
someone who knew me.” 
Jules Hunter, a Winged 
Fellowship Trust volunteer, 
sums up what disabled 
travellers should do if, unlike 
Colin Brooks, the carer is not 
the wife. “Always ask for 
references before you go with 
someone you don’t know. ; 
Check what experience they _ 
have with disabled people — and | 
of going abroad.” 


L) 0 UWA NT 1S EVER ¥ T HING 


_Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. 
Hyundai Atoz (manual) at £6,999 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,999, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). 
Optional 5-speed semi-automatic transmission £470, 3-speed automatic transmission £699. Subject to status. 12,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. 


“This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 S10 tabi li ty 
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he Monet in the 20th Century 
chibition at the Royal Academy 
wers the work of this leading 
apressionist landscape painter 
om the age of 60 to 86. 

There are over 80 paintings: a 
9zen or so of London, half-a- 
ozen of Venice and all the rest 
f the artist’s garden at Giverny, 
orth of Paris, mostly of the 

ly pond he built there. 

It is a remarkable display 

hich demonstrates his astonish- 
g skill in manipulating colour 

y express the effects of light, 

is development during this 
me, and how influential this 
as to be on later painters, partic- 
larly the Abstract Expressionists. 
[t is known that Monet had 
itaracts in both eyes and 
luctantly agreed to surgery in 
23. Patrick Trevor-Roper, in 
he World Through Blinded 
ght, suggests that from 1905 
he whites and even the greens 
scame increasingly yellowish, 


= 


Monet’s The Garden 1900 


and the reds more and more 
purple”. Letters reveal the 
artist’s frustration as his 
perception changed. 

The exhibition organisers talk 
about the effects on Monet’s 
colour vision “from around 
1920”. It is not surprising, given 


the garden’s purple 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 


the common negative views of 
disability, that they pick such 
an improbably late date. For 
them to acknowledge his restri- 
cted vision throughout most of 
this period would diminish his 
achievement. This is a shame 
since it diverts us from the 


more interesting question of 
how his changing vision contrib- 
uted to the developments in his 
approach to painting. With no 
personal experience of visual 
impairment, I can only speculate. 

Among the earliest pictures I 
found those of London in the 
fog much the most exciting. 
The paintings of the lily pond 
begin quite conventionally, but 
gradually become paintings just 
of the water, a play between the 
depth under the surface and the 
sky and trees reflected in it, punct- 
uated by the lilies floating on it. 

It seems to me that Monet is 
increasingly drawn towards a 
subject that is in some way 
obscured. His painting becomes 
more abstracted from the world 
he sees and relies increasingly 
on his own understanding of 
paint. The final huge canvases 
present us with a visionary 
world of the artist’s own creation 
in which we can become lost in 
contemplation. I cannot believe 
his visual impairment did not 
contribute to this vision. 

Adam Reynolds 


Michael Turner 


As the life story 
of the acclaimed 
classical musi- 
cian Jacqueline 
du Pré, the film 
Hilary and Jackie 
works very well. 
it focuses on Jackie’s (Emily 
fatson) relationship with her 
ster, Hilary (Rachel Griffith), 
counting their closeness as 
yung children and how 

ckie’s musical talent comes 
tween them, sending them in 
fferent directions. 

t is a strong tale and the 
assical music which formed 

e backdrop to the women’s 
es is used to great effect. 
towever, the film begins to go 
tray when Jackie develops 


GODZILLA (Columbia a 
‘istar): Far-fetched Monster 

t saved by its effects. 
SLIDING DOORS (CIC): & 
ill she, won’t she? love 

ck with Gweneth Paltrow. 
RED CORNER (MGM): 
ction film sees Richard 
ere up to his neck in China. 
WEDDING SINGER (EV): a 
he 80s revival still runs 7 
rong, and this is as good as 
gets. 

MIMIC (Buena Vista): io 
ist time it was rats in the 
wer, now it’s cockroaches. 


hart supplied by MIRB. 
| Closed captions included. 


Musical genius with human frailties 


multiple sclerosis (ms). 

Director Anand Tucker chose 
to make the bulk of the film in 
two separate strands, one 
showing Hilary’s perspective 
and the other Jackie’s. 

As well as being slightly off- 
putting to return to the start of 
the tale, you get a long section 
of Jackie behaving very 
erratically and in clear mental 
distress without it being made 
clear why. Arguably, most 
people seeing the film will be 
aware of du Pré’s impairment, 
but this is not enough to 
prevent you thinking that the 
film associates her impairment 
with her lifestyle. 

Even the section which gives 
Jackie’s side of the story says 
little about her ms. More 
should have been said without 
over-medicalising the story. 


No triumph, no tragedy is a 
potentially excellent series of 
interviews with famous disabled 
Americans, conducted by the 
experienced Peter White (Radio 
4, Tuesday, 9am). 

Having seen most of the people 
on ty, it was interesting to listen 
to their voices and draw conclu- 
sions from how they sound. 

So far we’ve had Christopher 
Reeve, Bea Walker, Larry Flynt 
and Judy Heumann. To come 
are Itzhak Perlman (2 Feb) and 
John Hockenberry (9 Feb). 

Since his accident, Reeve’s 
voice and speech have changed 
completely. Probably due to the 
ventilator, his voice is higher 
and he has to group his words 


Avoiding the clichés: Jacqueline du Pré (Emily Watson) in action 


The film avoids over 
dramatising the onset of 
Jackie’s impairment. It shows 
her as a full character with 
some very human frailties and 
unattractive traits, and avoids 
clichés about the musical 


No triumph, 
no tragedy 


into small clutches. 

He is a lovely, intelligent man, 
interested in a lot more than 
film acting. What stands out is 
his overwhelming ambition not 
to be disabled. Understandable, 
but potentially destructive if he 
fails to achieve it. 

Larry Flynt, the porn magazine 
proprietor, is also a wheelchair 
user. Worldly wise he may be, 


genius struck down by tragedy. 

This is a strong film on all 
fronts, but it would have been 
much stronger and clearer 
about the disability if a simpler 
structure had been found to tell 
the story. 


but wise I doubt. His voice 
reflects his personality — brutal. 
He comments: “I hate to be in 
the company of cripples and 
old people”. 

There are always some quest- 
ions which could have been 
asked. For example, does 
Christopher Reeve see himself 
as a role model for the cause of 
disabled actors? Larry Flynt 
says his magazine is an equal 
opportunities offender — 
against disabled people too? 

The title of the series is ironic 
as regards Reeve and Flynt; for 
them disability seems to be a 
tragedy. Maybe the others will 
think differently. 

Chris Davies 


Arts 23 


Paul Darke 


Christmas time 
was weak on 
factual pro- 
grammes about 
disability, but 
the New Year 
saw more activ- 
ity. First, Link ended (ITV 3 
January). I quite liked Link: it 
never pretended to be anything 
other than a cosy information 
programme. The final edition 
was a colourful retrospective 
that made you wish you could 
see the original programmes. 

ITV, I understand, has now 
commissioned a peak viewing, 
13-part, Esther Rantzen-does- 
disability slot to replace Link. 

Lost for Words (ITV, 3 
January), was a Deric Longden 
follow-up to his multiple 
sclerosis drama Wide Eyed and 
Legless. This film drama 
revolved around the main 
character’s mother having a 
couple of strokes. Also, his wife 
was blind. It was clichéd and 
banal, and also somewhat 
insulting in the way it 
sentimentalised age and the 
realities of a stroke. 

Iam not obsessive about “all 
disabled roles should be played 
by disabled people”, but having 
the blind wife, a superficial 
role, played badly by a non- 
blind person was inexcusable. 

There was a bizarre little 
interview with Ian Dury, who 
has cancer, in a Sunday late 
night show called The Big End 
(10 January) hosted by Simon 
Mayo. Celebrities are asked 
about their death and how they 
view their life. The trivialisation 
of life, death and the afterlife 
was second to none. 

Oz (Fridays 0.05, Channel 4), 
on the other hand, was a gritty 
US tv drama from the school of 
Homicide and NYPD Blue. 
Narrated by a wheelchair-using 
black inmate of the sterile Oz 
prison, it was challenging, 
original and full of colourful 
language. Eight episodes long, 
it has nearly ended, but catch it 
if you can. 

Perfect Babies (Tuesdays 8pm, 
Channel 5), is a three-part 
documentary series on the 
future of genetics. A few words 
from the ever cuddly Tom 
Shakespeare were succinct and 
apt: the future for disabled people 
is looking bleaker by the day. 

Perfect Babies had a 
perspective that was strong and 
opinionated. It was in no doubt 
that, in the future, difference 
and disability will be treated in 
a way that only Hitler dreamt of. 
No one, after watching it, can 
say: “I didn’t realise”: Contrast 
From The Edge (Tuesday 7.30pm, 
BBC2), which continues to go 
from the surreal to the sublime. 
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Dougie Herd could 
find little wrong with 
the new National 
Museum of Scotland 


How does a new museum begin 
the story of Scotland? With the 
oldest rocks in the British Isles, 
the Lewisian Gneiss of South 
Ulst, 3,400 million years old? 

Or does it start more recently? 
650 million years ago, perhaps, 
when Scotland and England 
collided, creating the 
mountains we now call the 
Scottish Highlands. Or 250 
million years ago, when Scot- 
land was a desert and creatures 
such as the extinct dicynodont 
left footprints in the sand? 

Or 60 million years ago when 
there were volcanoes? The core 
of one, Arthur’s Seat, in 
Edinburgh, is long dormant. 
You can see it from the roof of 
the National Museum of 
Scotland, which was opened 
by the Queen on St Andrew’s 
Day 1998. 

But Scotland’s story is ancient 


800-year-old Lewis chess pieces 


and modern. A new museum 
must tell the complex tale of 
the people as well as of the land 
they inhabit. The National 
Museum does just that. It 
shows 10,000 years of evidence, 


Scotland’s pride and jo 


“Unambiguously Scottish, arrestingly modern, the National Museum of Scotland is a genuine attraction in the heart of the city” 


which hints at the Scotland we 
think we know and reveals 
much that we could never have 
imagined. 

You can see a beautiful gold 
collar, 4,000 years old, found in 
Dumfrieshire; the silver handles 
of a Roman wine jug, 
unearthed on a hill two miles 
from my house; the famous 
12th century Lewis chess 
pieces; a goblet from which 
James VI of Scotland is said to 
have drunk before leaving for 
London in 1603 to become 
James I of England. Or you can 
see a steam locomotive, an 
artificial leg, Sean Connery’s 
milk bottle. The list is endless. 

All this is in one building 
costing over £52m, before we 


even think about the running 
costs. Is this public money well 
spent? I believe it is. 

The National Museum of 
Scotland has been a long time 
coming and is not without 
controversy. The site was 
agreed over 40 years ago, but 
little else was, and the money 
could not be found. 


Mask and wig of Alexander Peden 


Final progress towards a 
National Museum of Scotland 
was made in 1989, when the 
last Government announced its 
support for a building to house 
the national collection. Archi- 
tects were appointed and that’s 
when the controversy began. 

The Prince of Wales resigned 
from the selection panel because 
he disliked the winning design. 

To me, it is a brilliantly 
conceived building. The vast 
external walls, clad in gorgeous 
sandstone from Morayshire, 
suggest a castle or a cathedral. 
Unambiguously Scottish, 
arrestingly modern, this 
building is a genuine attraction 
in the heart of the city. More 
importantly, it is a joy to enter 


SOUTH MOBILITY SERVICES LTD 


18, Hedingham Gardens, Widewell, 
Plymouth PL6 7DX 


“FOR THE ULTIMATE IN HOME CARE!” 


out of place in any home. 


As recommended by Philippa Harpin (National Advisor 
for the Muscular Dystrophy Group). 


Suppliers to N.H.S., Social Services and 
Major UK Charities. 


Prices start from £599. 


PHONE 01752 776034 


For a free colour brochure and price list 


4 CHARTWELL ¢, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 


MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND 


and move through. 
The museum is a place where | 
form and function combine 
splendidly. From the towering 
entrance hall or the stone circle 
information desk (which 
wheelchair users can use) to the 


passageways which entice 
visitors to move from one i | 
gallery to another, this isan _ 
accessible public building that _| 
encourages the enquiring mind, | 
And like every good museum | 
or gallery I’ve been in, the dj 
National Museum is an easy | 
place in which to lose yourself. | 
Which is not to say that it is | 
confusing, just that the 
building and its contents take 
you over. There is too much to — 
see In one Visit. 


From the reserved parking | 
spaces and dropped kerbs by | 
the entrance, to the circulation 
space, lift buttons, audio 
descriptions and written labels, 
the building shouts that its 
planners consulted agencies 
like Disability Scotland and 
ADAPT. You could almost 
believe that the message about 
access is getting through. 

I would give them 10 out of 10 
(which would be a first) except 
that the door to the wheelchair — 
accessible toilet on the ground — | 
floor opens the wrong way and _| 
I had to ask a passer-by for | 
help. Maybe this can be put 
down to teething troubles and 
will be fixed. 

One problem cannot go 
unmentioned, however. Making 
people pay to enter the 
National Museum of Scotland 
is a terrible mistake. History 
belongs to all of us. 


| 
| 
| 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, 

Tues 10am-Spm (free after 
4.30pm), Sun 12 noon-Spm. 
Adults £3 (£1.50 concessions) 
Season ticket £5 (£2.50 conces- — 
sions). Tel: 0131-225 7534, 
minicom: 0131-247 4027. 
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ou poor soles 


3raham Bool had painful NHS shoes till he found a Caring fitter 


Juring those years when I was 
n adolescent and everything 
vas so important, when girls 
yoked the other way at the 

ital moment and your parents 
mbarrassed you in front of 
dults and peers alike — all I 
ver wanted to do was look 
ool. Footwear, or rather its 
ppearance, was paramount in 
chieving this. 

Although I had some control 
ver my clothing, I had none 
ver my “surgical” boots. 

I caught polio in 1949 so I’ve 
ad a lot of experience of these 
hoes and boots. Often the only 
hing surgical about my 
»0twear was the discomfort 
nd damage inflicted on my feet. 


hoes that are made for walking by Moore Brothers Surgical 


lere are just some examples of 
ly experiences. 

“Don’t worry, son, they’re 
nly tight ’cos they’re new —a 
ouple of days wearing them 
nd they’II feel like slippers.” 
his resulted in a course of chi- 
ypody and 18 months recovery 
om a bruised toe-nail bed. 
“No, the raise is the same as 
sual. You just haven’t got the 
1ee pad tight enough on your 
liper. That’s why you feel 
lorter on that side — you’re 
gging.” Of course, I’ve only 
en wearing it all my life — 
hat would I know about doing 
> my knee straps correctly? 
hat ended in so much back- 
he that I gave up wearing the 
oes altogether. 

The mysterious characteristic 
at resulted in my raised shoe 
ling inwards whenever I 
epped onto a foreign object, 

) matter how small. This 

ten resulted in pain and skin 
rasions. Something to do 


loore Brothers Surgical, tel: 
1725) 512551, fax: (01275) 
2699. 

9e Disabled Living 
yundation (DLF) publishes an 
cellent free guide, Footwear 
juipment, Advice and 
formation. Helpline, tel: 
70-603 9177. 

elp the Aged’s free booklet, 
tter Feet, deals mainly with 
ot-care, tel: 0171-253 0253. 


with the shape of the cork per- 
haps? No. They said: “You’re 
probably not tying your laces up 
properly, son.” Again, what 
would I know? I’m only the 
wearer. 

Friends and family asked me 


‘| was made to feel like a 
welcome client and not a 


battery hen’ 


why I put up with this. My 
answer was that as far back as I 
could remember these guys 
were the experts. I had to trust 
their judgement. After all, you 
trust your doctor, don’t you? 


Ss. es 


Interestingly, ’ve never met a 
female making these shoes. I 
wonder if that would have 
made a difference. Male 
domination of the trade, as in 
other professional medical 


services, may be to our detriment. 

Frankenstein modelled a fine 
pair of designer boots in his 
time and ever since has been an 
icon for some members of the 
orthotics industry. That was 
my opinion until 1993, when I 
was recommended to go to 
Downton in Wiltshire and meet 
John McAleese and the team at 
Moore Brothers Surgical. 

Since then my opinion has 
been turned around. 

On my first visit I was made 
to feel like a welcome client and 
not a battery hen. John 
McAleese wanted to hear what 
I had to say and what my 
expectations were. He 
explained how he could 
improve my lot and what my 
options were within the Health 
Service provisions. 

Last of all, and probably most 
important for my sanity, he 
examined thoroughly the three 
pairs of shoes which I had 
taken with me. He pointed out 
all the differences, including 
that the height from the floor 
to the top of my raise was 
significantly different in all 
three pairs. This was not due to 
ordinary wear. The three pairs 
of shoes all came from the 
same source and should have 
been made from my own “last”. 

Since that first visit, I have 
had four pairs of footwear from 
Moore Brothers, all correctly 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


Relax = 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


ey CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 


hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 


respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send for a FREE [ieee 
colour brochure 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(Title) 


DN2/99 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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No blues in these shoes: Graham Bool out for his constitutional 


fitting, comfortable, safe, hard- 
wearing, lightweight and, last 
but not least, smart. 

Each time I have had a fitting 
for a new pair, I have been 
treated as before. It’s nice when 
you think someone is pleased 
to see you and behaves as 
though they mean it. 

All I had to do to bring about 
this enormous change in my 
life was to ask my consultant to 
authorize the move. As long as 
the goods came within the 
usual budgetary constraints, 
there would be no problem. It 
was as easy as that. 


Be just like a 
Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 

second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 

Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 

all ages. 


Call Today 


Previously, each time I 
changed from one pair of shoes 
to another, several days of 
backache followed while my 
body adjusted to the new 
position. This is now a thing of 
the past. I have never been so 
comfortable. 

People and companies do 
exist who will give you the 
service you deserve and are 
entitled to. 

Footwear is paid for by the 
NHS and should be acceptable 
and for the user’s benefit, not 
to their detriment. “That’ll do” 
is just not good enough. 


01256 477333 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, B 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 
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26 Books 


Spoiled by style 


The AAC Device Review* by 
Gillian Rumble and DN’s Janet 
Larcher covers everything you 
should know about 34 popular 
dedicated communication aids. 

The devices are grouped into 
colour coded categories: green 
for “light tech”, or aids which 
use fairly basic technology, gold 
for “mini” items, blue for 
digitised aids and purple for 
synthesised ones. 

There is, however, no 
alphabetical index. For those 
who, like me, do not have the 
patience to look up a device in 


the wrong section more than 
once, this is a minus point. 

Each category has a short 
introduction that is clearly 
expressed but marred by a 
miniscule typeface readable 
only by hawks using high 
powered magnifiers. The 
closing comparison sections 
would provide handy quick 
reference if only they were not 
printed in the same font. 

It is also a shame that only 
some devices are shown in 
colour: this leaves the black and 
white devices looking 


significantly dingy. But it’s 
good to see sizing details, as 
guesstimates based on photos 
can be grossly inaccurate. 

The extensive information in 
each review is helpfully split up, 
with details of product features 
and customer back-up. 

Sadly, there are design 
problems here too. Some of the 
text is overprinted with colour 
blocks. This made it easy to 
read about the gold (“mini”) 
devices, but not the others. 

Let us, however, get this 
presentation problem into 


perspective. Many people 
might find this booklet tiring to 
read. But it is still easier to find 
essential information and 
comparative details here than 
in brochures. There is also 
much good in the small detail. 

If functionality is the goal, it 
has been oddly compromised 
here by production values. 
Nevertheless, you will not find 
a better guide. 

Liz Panton 


*£14 from VOCAtion, tel: 
(01628) 489911. 


Skip the back-slapping 


Poncwous ay: Tae RY HOw THe Loeb Steaiinn D7. Daistow Cee 


When I first picked up 
Motability: the Road to 
Freedom*, \ dreaded what I 
feared would be a plod through 
the motoring charity’s wonders. 
Some of my concerns are well- 
founded. It is really a little 
misleading to describe the book 
as a “history” of the first 21 
years of the charity. There is 
much back-slapping for the 
great and the good. With so 
much explanation about why 
things were done in a certain 


way you get the feeling the 
author — Allan Beard, a 
Motability governor — feels he 
has to defend himself. 

Having said that, I found it an 
interesting read, and well worth 
making time for. It sets out the 
background to the introduction 
of the mobility allowance, and 
from there goes on to the 
setting up of Motability. 

Later chapters tell much 
about the way the various grant 
funds operate and how the 


scheme continues to develop. 
And a surprising 36 pages of 
appendices provide a whole 
load of facts and figures. 

If you want to understand 
Motability better, or if you are 
interested in modern social and 
political history, there is a great 
deal here. 

Douglas Campbell 


*£7.25 from booksellers or 
from publishers The Book 
Guild, tel: (01273) 472 534. 


Book news 


Stoke Mandeville, Road To The 
Paralympics tells how Joan 
Scruton MBE and Dr Ludwig 
Guttmann created the now 
famous Stoke Mandeville 
Wheelchair Games in 1948. After 
this Joan became increasingly 
involved in disability sport, 
notably in the development of 
the Paralympic Games. £13.95 
(£2 pep) from Joan Scruton, 
90 Northumberland Avenue, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7HL. 

Belitha Press has published a 
series of four “think about” 
books aimed at eight- to 11- 
year olds, which look at life 
with a disability. Blindness, 
deafness, learning disabilities 
and being a wheelchair user are 
discussed by people such as 
Peter White of the BBC. Each 
book contains a list of 
addresses for further research. 
£8.99 from Belitha Press, tel: 
0171-978 6330. 

Eye Spy Colours introduces 
young children to the idea of 
colour and texture via a series 
of brightly coloured pages 
highlighting selected colours. 
As a refreshing treat, it features 
a child with Down’s Syndrome 
making a mess of herself. £7.99 
from Frances Lincoln 
Publishers, tel: 0171-284 4009. 

Dan Batter 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY KOMBI, NEW FOR 1999, 


Various options of wheelchair access available on the 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,590 on the road. 
Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


operation. 


CADDY KOMBI 


This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 
glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 

Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 


conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel is a long 
established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with disabilities. 
Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


INVA TRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 


INVATRAVEL 


GUN YVE Ro 10 NS 


http://www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 
Established 1983 


Disabilitywow February 1999 


) nformation technology — or IT 
-plays an increasingly signifi- 
ant part in the world of mod- 
ern work. Not everyone likes 
chem but computers, like tele- 
‘phones, are becoming unavoid- 
able at work. 

| The great thing is that 
‘computer technology is 
constantly developing. That 
‘means for people with 
disabilities, jobs involving IT 


can offer an opportunity of real 
equality, with many types of 
adapted equipment available. 
Dr Geoff Busby is the 
chairperson of the British 
Computer Society disability 
group. He said: “There is a 
skills shortage in IT and it 
opens the doors to other work. 
IT is a growth industry which 
will continue to grow.” 

For people like George 
Ransome from Bournemouth 
this was definitely the case. He 
was able to get a job as a 
systems administrator working 


‘We assume it is our job 
to adapt to the computer. 
It is the computer’s job 
to adapt to us’ 


with Triangle Computer 
Services in Bournemouth. 

George, 22, has Friedrich’s 
Ataxia, which is a degenerative 
condition that affects mobility. 
- Triangle bought a small 
keyboard, a tracker ball and 
two software modifications 
from AbilityNet, a national 
charity that provides expert 
help in computer solutions for 
disabled people at home and 
work. George said: “The small 
keyboard means | don’t have to 
move my hands so much.” 

A real fear for many is losing 
their job through disability. 
This was the concern of Olive 
Fisher, 37, from Bristol, who 


New solutions: Olive Fisher’s keyboard helped her to stay in work 


omputer 
ecruiters 


Computers are helping disabled people 
ind and stay in work, Lisa Hitchen reports 


thought she would have to give 
up her work as an 
administrator for British 
Aerospace after she contracted 
repetitive strain injury. 

After an assessment from 
AbiltyNet, her company 
bought her voice recognition 
software and a tracker ball and 
she was able to carry on in her 
job. She said: “The tracker ball 


is brilliant because I don’t have 


to move my hand. I also have a 
special keyboard which it took 
me two days to use properly.” 

Of course, advances in 
computer technology have 
made it easier for people to 
work from home — something 
which might be a better option 
for disabled people anyway. 

Scope’s research and public 
policy manager, Jill Stewart, 
spends one or two days a week 
working from home. “You 
don’t have to travel, which saves 
energy,” she said. “Plus if you 
need physiotherapy it is much 
easier at home. You can also 
dress more informally.” 

Of course there are downsides 
from home computer work, 
such as missing out on office 
gossip, isolation, and even 
exploitation in cases where 
disreputable companies 
advertise for “housebound” 
individuals to do computing or 
administration tasks from 
home — for which you must pay. 

On top of that, working for 
yourself like this can itself 
involve extra expenses. Nick 
Goss, employment officer at 
the Royal Association of 
Disability and Rehabilitation, . 
said: “If you are self-employed, 
Access to Work (see DN, June 
1998) will help, but only with 
the disability-related costs. It 
will not buy you a bog standard 
computer to get you going.” 

Benefits could be affected too. 

However, the increased use of 
IT in the workplace has not led 


Jobseeker 27 


to total flexibility. Many 
companies admit they are still 
having difficulty adjusting to 
the whole concept of disabled 
employees. Brendan Burns, 
vice-chairman of the Federation 
of Small Businesses’ policy 


AbilityNet helpline, tel and 
minicom: 0800-269 545. E-mail: 
enquiries@abilitynet.co.uk 


our job to adapt to the 
computer. It is the computer’s 
job to adapt to us.” 


unit, feels the onus is always on 
the company to find out how 
an employee’s disability would 
affect their ability to do a job. 

“Tt is very difficult 
interviewing a disabled 
person,” he said. “You don’t 
know what to ask.” 

But Bill Fine, senior 
consultant at AbilityNet, 
thinks we need to change the 
way we think. “It is not about 
terribly special people who 
need terribly special attention,” 
he said. “It is ordinary people 
deciding the computer should 
work for them. We assume it is 


I spy: Paul Holliman, (above), who is blind, works in IT support at 
the Government Communication Headquarters in Cheltenham. 
AbilityNet provided him with a screen reader with synthesised 
voice output for his new job. “We have now employed two other 
blind users who also use the kit to access the network,” he said. 


Independent 
Living Show 
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Need to find " a. 
solutions to oe a 
independence - ”~ 
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test before you buy 
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BRISTOL 
March 24th-25th Whitchurch Sports Centre 


GLASGOW 
April 28th-29th SECC 


LONDON 
September 15th-16th Wembley 


Don’ miss this great 
event, with free 
seminars and lots 
to see and do. 


Free Becket CoupPpor: 


tickets: 
Freepost svvB 11 S- 
Bs7T77 2Er 


Please send me 
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28 Share your problems 


You’re not damaged goods 
It’s so easy, as a disabled 
woman, to be pulled back onto 
lower levels of self-confidence. 
If I’m not “good in bed”, if the 
act, image and sounds are not 
perfect, then it is not going to 
be great, and thus neither am I. 

Who could possibly want 
“goods” that are damaged by 
disability? Is it ok that my 
breasts are different sizes and 
both are small? Do | taste 
right? Does my breath smell 
right? Let’s not forget that | 
didn’t shave my legs today. 

Do | have to advertise that I’m 
slightly damaged and offer 
myself at 50 per cent off? 

Michelle, Margate 


Whoa! You’re giving into the 
faddies. Hygiene is important, 
perhaps silky legs too, but 
nothing should interfere with 
spontaneity — the most luxuri- 
ous way of making love we 
have. Let the animal out. Grrr! 


GSOH helps me a lot 

As a disabled lesbian | had 
almost given up hope of finding 
a long-term partner. I’ve had 
some good dates but no one 
who was special. While dignity 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Don’t ask that 


I’m daft enough to enjoy the prospect of Valentine’s Day — and 
why not? It gives me the opportunity to let my inhibitions off the — 
leash and to dare. Now | think | will wear that little eee 


number at the party tonight. 


So, there | am, the wine’s flowing, coivercatitn turns . part: 
ners, maybe sex, then a complete stranger turns to me and says — 
"| hope you don’t mind me asking but...". My neck tingles as | 
shift uncomfortably, waiting for the "How do you manage to do IT 
then?". One day | will slip my hand into my pocket and reveal a 
series of explicit pictures which ae leave no room for doubt. 


Dream on. 


Mary, eae 


Make no mistake; we disabled people need a lot of cheek, liber- 
ally coated with chutzpah, to fight our way out of this jungle. 
But when you win, the rewards are worth it. Swat away the irri- 
tating questions and set your own conversations. Get out there 
and flaunt it. Believe in yourself — get sexy. 


and sex don’t readily go togeth- 
er, disability, dignity and sex 
never do. Problems like inconti- 
nence and funny sounds and 
smells tended to end what 
promising dates | had. 

But now I’ve been with Julie 
for three years and it’s great. 
As well as love, we share a 
quirky sense of humour. | say | 
walk with the aid of a cane and 


DO YOU REQUIRE LEGAL ADVICE 
OR ASSISTANCE? 


We are a leading firm of Solicitors specialising in providing 
legal assistance to disabled people, children and students in 


the following areas: 


¢ Education Law (including Special Educational Needs) 


¢ Community Care Law 


© Disability Discrimination Act Claims 


¢ Local Government/Public Law 


¢ Personal Injury/Medical Negligence Claims 


e Health Law 


We also Specialise in other areas of law including: 


¢ Family 

¢ Conveyancing 

© Criminal 

e Wills and Probate 
e Welfare Benefits 


make love with the aid of a 
sense of humour. 
Susan, Somerset 


Thanks. That’s just what we 
wanted for Valentine’s Day. 


Oldies are still goodies 
Why is it that sex is presented 
as solely for the enjoyment of 
young people? | can assure you 


The Nuffield Foundation 
Viscount Nuffield Auxiliary Fund 


Grants to make technology work for disabled people 


People with disabilities are more readily given aids and 
equipment to help overcome their impairments than the | 
necessary support to enable them to use such technology 
quickly and with ease. The Nuffield Foundation is 
therefore offering grants to organisations with ideas for 
projects investigating, adapting or demonstrating a way 
of employing existing equipment more effectively. In 
1998 eleven grants were made, ranging from £4,000 to 


£24,000. 


Applications are invited in two areas: 
communication aids and mobility aids. 


es a am and carers advice and support on — % 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor, Methodist 


local preacher and has gained a postgraduate a "|e t 


diploma in homeopathic medicine. Talk to her on | 
(01787) 882111 on es oom w and wan 1pm Pham | 


that this is not the case. My 
partner and I are both aged 55. 
We met recently. 

He has severe arthritis and is 
awaiting a hip replacement 
operation, but we enjoy — and | 
mean enjoy — a fully satisfying 
sexual relationship. 

For those who may be 
experiencing difficulties, | can 
just tell you that imagination 
and a willingness to experiment 
in stimulation and foreplay will 
reap great rewards. 

Dorothy, Wigan 


Time somebody stood up for 
the oldies. 

For a great number of people, 
sex with a loving partner never 
loses its many charms. 


Even agencies don’t help 
As Valentine’s Day approaches 
| feel even more lonely than | 
did last year. 

Why do you think it is so hard 
for disabled people to get 
replies from dating magazines? 
| have even tried agencies 
which have mainly disabled 
clients, and still they do not 
answer my letters. 

As a 38-year-old man (with 
dislocating hips) | feel there is 


learning and 
Packages for 


¢ Employment 


Our experienced team of Lawyers include David Ruebain and | 


Joanna Owen who are themselves disabled and involved 
in the Disability Rights Movement and Douglas Silas, a 
fluent British Sign Language user who works with the Deaf 
community. 


We are located in Wood Green in North London but also have 
offices in Camden and Birmingham. We undertake Legal Aid 
work as well as private cases. 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: Ashley 
House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, London N22 4HF. 
Telephone: 0181-881 7777, 

Fax: 0181-889 6395, 

Minicom: 0181-881 6764, 

E-mail: davidlevene.co.uk 


training the user will be eligible for support, as will the 
evaluation of the use of the existing equipment. 


The grants cannot fund the purchase or adaptation of 
equipment for individuals. Projects that mainly benefit 
an institution should indicate the ways in which the 
results of the work will be made more generally known. 


The closing date for applications is 2 April 1999. 


Application guidelines may be obtained by writing to: 
Nuffield Foundation, 28 Bedford Square, London WC1B 
3EG, or by telephone: 0171-580 7434. 


Please quote reference VNAF/SL 


still a lot of life to be lived. If 
only some of these people 
would reply. 

Victor, London’ 


It’s rotten when people don’t 
reply, and a disappointment. 

But try making 1999 the year 
you find that special person. 
After all, you only need one. 

Of course, this means giving 
the enterprise a lot of thought. 
You need to be very positive 
about yourself in your answers | 
and your ads. What are your 
special interests which you | 
could share with a partner? 
What do you really, really like? 

When you answer ads always 
address the writer personally. 
I’ve known a number of readers 
who have found partners 
through anadin DN. 

When you advertise, you 
could show how it should be 
done and say: “All letters 
answered.” Good luck! 


Religion ended it for us 

| am a 42-year-old single man, 
and while on a course last year 
| met a 28-year-old single, dis- 
abled lady. 

After having a full and 
successful relationship for six 
months she told me that we 
would not be sleeping together 
any more because it is 
unethical to have sex before 
marriage, but that if | loved her 
| would not finish with her. 

At the time it felt like | was 
being blackmailed. Her 
explanation was that the 
sermons at church made her 
realise that what we had been 
doing was wrong. 

The previous lady | went out 
with was the granddaughter of 
a vicar and she told me sex was 
to enjoy. The experience has 
left me confused. Who is in the 
right here? 

Trevor, Bristol 


I think you should rely on the 
most positive message you have 
received — sex is to be enjoyed. 
Clearly your last woman 
friend was suddenly influenced 
by the church. Probably she 
already had these beliefs but 
they were buried and it didn’t 
take much for them to surface. 
I don’t know what your 
interests are but maybe if you 
pursued these more keenly, you 
would meet a woman friend 
with whom you could share 
interests while enjoying sex. 


a 
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lover 20 years 


‘The Outsiders club began in 
January 1979, offering a step- 
ping stone for people isolated 
\because of physical or social 
disability. It recognises their 
sexuality, helps them increase 
their confidence and provides 
opportunities to find partners. 
) Twenty years on, we think 
‘physically disabled people are 
jnow more accepted on a social 
level, but less on a sexual level. 
| In 1979 people were far more 
laid back about having sex for 
fun. Sex had moved from being 
procreational in the ’50s to 
being recreational in the 60s 
and *70s. Fun included 
experimentation, so disabled 
people slipped into sexual 
acceptance. 

In the ’80s, overshadowed by 
AIDS, partners were selected 
for their status and their 
wallets. Now sex is associated 
with a relationship, many 
disabled people are once again 
being excluded. 

Also, the dynamics between 
men and women have changed. 
Women now seek an equal réle 
in relationships and the right to 
be involved in the decisions and 
plans of their partners. 

Many disabled men feel 
uncomfortable with these 
changes. They had not been 
accepted before because of the 
rigours of the macho ethos, and 
now they are being required to 
become “new men”, with all 
the uncertainty that may entail. 
Furthermore, influenced by 
puritanical, politically correct 
dogma, some disabled people 
still feel that any sexual 
relationship between disabled 
and non-disabled people will 
inevitably be exploitative. 

In Outsiders, we know this is 
not true. One of our most 
delightful discoveries is that 
people with social disabilities, 
and those who don’t accept the 
normal values of society, such 
as beauty and wealth, feel 
happy in the company of 
people with physical disabilities 
and fall in love with them. 

Sadly, such success can be 
one-sided. Disabled women 
find it far easier to find partners 
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Outsiders 


MELISSA POWELL, 22, from Bridgwater hasn’t many local friends 


still out 


pe ee 


because she’s been away at school and college. She’s renewed her 
sub to the Outsiders. “It’s doing a useful job, especially for making 


friends as well as relationships,” she said. 


SARAH HEFFERMAN, 23, 
from Tredegar in South Wales, 
says: “I’ve made a lot of pen 
friends through Outsiders and 
had relationships too.” But she 
hasn’t found Mr Right yet and 
is still looking. 


who are less inconvenienced 
than they are. Unless a disabled 
man has a lot going for him, 
like a strong, warm personality 
or a high-powered job, it will 
be very difficult for him to find 
a partner, male or female, who 
isn’t “as disabled” as himself. 

Our explanation, another sad 
reflection on society, is that 
women, having less self-worth, 
feel they need a handsome, 
strapping husband to present to 
parents and friends, and many 
gay men are too “lookist” to 
accept disability (lesbians less so). 

Disabled men can find totally 
satisfying and enjoyable rela- 
tionships. But quite a lot of 
them in Outsiders feel inwardly 
helpless and frustrated. 

Which leads us to prostitution 
and surrogate services. It would 
be illegal for Outsiders to fix 
up members with prostitutes 
(we’d be pimping). There is 


PETER ROBINS 


also the danger that people 
who have been sexually rejected 
get into the habit of using 
professionals and never learn 
the skills of forming relationships. 
Through the Sexual Freedom 
Coalition, we campaign to have 
the laws surrounding prostitut- 
ion abolished, so we can train 
specialist sex workers to offer 
education as well as fun and 
avoid clients becoming dependent. 
The acknowledgment of sex 
work has certainly improved. 
Some of the more aware sex 
workers say they have a wide 
range of disabled clients. But 
there are still so-called profess- 
ionals who don’t feel they can 
deal with disability, and others 
who will rip disabled people off. 
Privacy is another big question. 
In 20 years it has not improved 
in residential establishments or 
at home. The official line may 
be more tolerant, but in 
practice people are less liberal. 
One of our members has to 
organise an outing to the local 
cinema for the entire home, then 
“get sick” at the last minute so 
everyone goes off and he can 
have his lady-friend round. 
Some residential homes have 
developed policies and guide- 
lines about offering sexual 
relief to disabled residents who 
cannot masturbate. This is a 
way of protecting workers 
rather than pleasuring disabled 
people; it is oriented towards 
men, and does not address the 
real issues of frustration and 
rejection. The fear and 
embarrassment of “professionals” 
continues to hamper progress. 
We still commonly hear about 
parents who prohibit the sexu- 
ality of their disabled offspring. 


ilsoon be Valentine’s Day. DN celebrates a unique club, finds love on the net and hears a shocking love story 


the Advanced Study of Human Sexuality, University of San Francisco 


There are only a few parents — 
usually ’60s generation — who are 
concerned for their son’s (never 
daughter’s) sexual expression. 
One difficulty Outsiders has 
which gives rise to rumour is 
that many disabled men are 
unbelievably inept when it 
comes to approaching women 
and some inexperienced 
women think that a man is 
only after “one thing”. When 
members fail to relay their 
disasters to us, it leaves us 
feeling frustrated that we 


EAMONN McCABE 
couldn’t help. Thankfully, this 
farce is slightly less extreme 
than it was 20 years ago. 

Despite all this, Outsiders works 
for many people, on many 
levels. We’re a unique “social 
uprising” and proud of it. 


Outsiders, PO Box 4ZB, 
London W1A 4ZB, tel: 0171- 
460 2244, fax: 0171-460 2247. 
Annual membership: £20; 
unwaged £10; associate £12. 
A Sensuality Day will be held 
at Kew Gardens on 8 June. 


DAMA oni 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
1 CLIFTON ROAD * HALESOWEN * WeEsT MIDLANDS ° B62 9HB 
TEL/Fax: 0121 561 1015 


¢ Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
¢ Power driven/Self-propelling 
* Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
¢ Fully reclining back rest 
¢ Elevating leg rests 
¢ Paediatric and adult sizes 
* Built in pressure relief 
* Tailored to your 
requirements 
* Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, therasic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


[_] Please send me a full information pack i 


1 { ] Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration 
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The net brought 


s back together 


Robert Nurden reveals how teenage sweethearts were reunited 


This is the extraordinary story 
of how Freddie van Doren, 63, 
and Barbara Toye, 61, fell in 
love and met after a gap of 44 
years. 

At Wembley County 
Grammar School in the early 
’50s, Freddie and Barbara were 
often paired up in concerts, she 
singing and he accompanying 
her on the piano. They were the 
stars of school productions of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Mikado 
and The Gondoliers. But when 
Freddie left in 1953, they never 
saw each other again. 

Both of them went into the 
entertainment world. Barbara 
worked as a jazz and cabaret 
singer in London clubs and 
later became personal assistant 
and dresser to famous names — 
Dustin Hoffman, Lauren 
Bacall, Eartha Kitt and Topol. 
She also worked with Hinge 
and Brackett, Ned Sherrin and 
Simon Callow. 

Freddie was musical director 
for Matt Monro, Englebert 
Humperdinck and Craig 
Douglas, and presented a late 
night show on the BBC’s Light 


Programme (now Radio 1). 
Both of them married and 


divorced twice. 

Their school had a reunion in 
1997 and it was Barbara’s job 
to trace everyone and ask them 
to the celebration party. She 


Barbara: cabaret singer 


heard that Freddie van Doren 
had moved to America and that 
he was ill, but no one knew 
where he was. The reunion 
came and went without him. 

In December that year Barbara 
was employed by Topol for a 
three month run of Fiddler on 


‘Carl is a 9 year old boy whose parents 

originate from Ghana, in Africa. Carl is 
autistic and has associated learning 
difficulties. However, he is a lively, 
sociable and responsive child. Carl 
enjoys outdoor activities, including 
swimming and attends a scout group. 
He also loves music, singing and 
watching his favourite videos. Carl is 
making good progress at school 
though his concentration span is 
limited. He is learning to read and can 
also do some things for himself, but he 
needs supervision. 


Carl is not able to live with his birth 
family but has a close relationship with 
his mother who he sees regularly. 
Contact with his father and siblings, 
though not as regular, is important to 
Carl’s well-being and we would also 


the Roof in Israel. Before 
setting off, she asked a former 
classmate to leave a message on 
her answerphone if Freddie was 
traced while she was away. 

A week later she picked up 
her messages from Israel and 


Freddie: musical director 


heard that Freddie had been 
found. Using Topol’s computer 
in Tel Aviv, she e-mailed him. “I 
had never used e-mail before 
and I sent him reams of news.” 
His message back, hours later, 
ran: “Darling Barbara, to 
receive your delightful missive 


want this to continue. Carl’s present carers are not able to keep him permanently and 
So we are looking for foster carer/s who can offer Carl a permanent, loving and 


secure home. 


If you are looking to care for an older child with a disability, who will respond to 
the help and affection you can give, then Carl could be that child. 


Why not start by giving me a call on 0181-975 9700 ext. 1485, for an informal 
chat. Ask for Helena Fontenelle in the Permanency Team, 
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Haringey’s Children’s Services, 
27 Grosvenor House, 

Hornsey, 

London N8 8DU. 


Together at last: Barbara and Freddie on their wedding day 


today was like discovering a 
long lost love. No doubt more 
mature, we both have improved 
with age as vintage wine. My 
dexterity is not long lasting, 
but contact must not be lost.” 

“T was knocked back by his 
message,” said Barbara. “I 
never knew his feelings for me 
were so strong. We carried on 
sending messages and | 
gradually felt myself falling for 
this man — properly this time — 
even though I had no idea what 
he looked like any more.” 

“So charmed by your response 
to my letter,” wrote Freddie. 
“You have caused my heart to 
flutter once again. Let us carry 
on a passionate affair by 
e-mail. Be my soul mate. I have 
so much unrequited love to give.” 

After ten days Freddie told 
Barbara that he had multiple 
sclerosis (ms), could only move 
his right arm slightly and spent 
all his time in a wheelchair or 
in bed. He typed with the 
knuckles of his right hand. 
Until Barbara contacted him, 
he was severely depressed. 

“T knew he was supposed to 
be ill,” said Barbara. “So when 
he told me about the ms, it 
didn’t shock me. By now I was 
completely in love with him.” 

They decided it was time to 
speak on the phone. Topol let 
them use his. Their love 
deepened. 

On impulse one day, the ever- 
romantic Freddie proposed. 
Without hesitation, Barbara 
accepted: “It was incredible, but 
neither of us had any doubt. It 
wasn’t until I got back to 


England that I sent him a phote 
of myself. 

“T believe using e-mail had a 
lot to do with the success of 
our romance. It kept the 
momentum going and the 
feelings grew quickly: If P’'d 
written an airmail he might 
never have been able to reply 
and it would have taken so long.” 

By chance, Barbara was 
travelling to America to look 
up an old friend after her Israel 
contract finished. “By this time 
we both thought someone was 
pulling the strings.” 

They fixed the date of the 
wedding on the phone. Barbara 
arrived in New York in April. 

“T didn’t know what to expect 
when I walked into his room. 
He was nothing like I 
remembered him, so I went up 
and hugged him for a long 
time. We both cried buckets.” 

Two days later they married 
in a simple ceremony in the 
nursing home. An extra bed 
was wheeled into his room so 
they could be together. 

By a cruel twist of fate they 
cannot live together in America. 
Barbara must have a green card 
to work and for that she needs 
a sponsor. Freddie, disabled 
and a non-earner, is not 
eligible. So they are separated, 
waiting for Westminster council 
to provide an accessible flat. 

“All this has given Freddie a 
new lease of life,” said Barbara. 
“But I’ve been alone for a long 
time too. Now I feel like I’m 18 
again. I would say to anyone on 
their own: you never know 
what’s round the corner.” 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


Seats designed for most 
makes and models of 
both two and four 

door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 
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had been married to Chris for 
six years when he was diag- 
aosed with Parkinson’s disease 
n 1986. He was 41. 

‘We carried on as if nothing 
yad happened. He is a college 
ecturer and | then worked in 
ocal government. Our first 
strategy in dealing with his 
Parkinson’s was to ignore it. 

| went along with Chris to 
consultations at a London 
aospital, but eventually he 
sreferred to go alone. No one 
cried to discuss the potential 
impact of the disease on our 
lives, nor, when I asked, did I 
teceive any straight answer 
about the future. 

) We continued in this vein for 
seven years. Our relationship 
appeared the same; our sexual 
relationship was regular and 
satisfying and we were never 
physically violent to one another. 

In fact there were very gradual 
changes. Where Chris had once 
been the life and soul of the 
party, he now sat at the dinner 
table and did not join in or 
initiate conversation. 

_ About five years ago, the 
hospital recommended 
apomorphine as a drug therapy. 
Chris accepted it. Again, there 
was little effort from our GP or 
the hospital to explain what 
this might mean to our lives. 
In fact, apomorphine changed 
our lives. Chris discovered that 
if he overdosed he could 
prevent himself “going off”. 
(His strength would drain away 
and he’d be unable to move — 
“a hollow person”.) He soon 
became an apomorphine junkie. 
_ The nightmare began. 

Chris became obsessed with 
the administration of the drug 
and, more importantly, its 
effect on his physical condition. 

It was like living with a 
horrible stranger. He began to 


because he insisted on doing 
things when he was dyskinetic 
(uncontrolled movement, which 
could last for hours and be very 
violent and frightening). He 
would also try to eat and drink 
when he was dyskinetic, so the 
walls and floors of our home 
became covered in stains. 

Chris was vulnerable and I 
was very frightened. For two 
years the hospital ignored and 
even denied my direct experi- 
ences of living with him. I was 
often (and still am) seen as the 
“problem”. 

My lifeline was a counsellor 
at the Parkinson’s Disease 
Society, who understood what 
was happening, and set up a 
meeting with other support 


‘What has been obvious 
throughout our living 
nightmare is the lack of 
understanding from 
medical professionals’ 


professionals. But she left the 
society and the plan evaporated. 
Chris was now injecting 
himself 15 times over the 
prescribed dose each day. He 
was almost continuously dyskin- 
etic, rambling and unable to 


Happy days: Chris and Hazel on their wedding day in Kensington 


make sensible judgements 
about his condition. But the 
drug built up during the day, so 
he was able to function at work 
by teaching in the morning. 

I had to do something. The 
hospital appeared shocked 
when Chris was first admitted 
for apomorphine abuse. They 
put him on a tight regime and 
sent him home. 

His psychological condition 
was never seriously addressed. 

The regime lasted only a few 


_days. When I told the hospital, 


it was assumed that our 
relationship was fundamentally 
flawed, not that Chris was 


unable to cope (like most of us) 


with the emotions of long term 


illness and the fear of freezing 
and death. 

I was beside myself. I took 
control of his drugs. 

The fights began when he came 
home late at night, totally out 
of control, dyskinetic and hallu- 
cinating. I would try to take the 
apomorphine pump from him 
and he would resist. I have been 
covered in bruises, punched in 
the face, had my wrists 
strained, and been bitten on my 
arms. This was almost a daily 
scene and lasted for two years. 

He was verbally abusive as a 


Where was the gentle man | loved?’ 


laze| Brookeman tells how a drug used to 
ombat her husband's Parkinson’s 
disease turned him into a ‘flailing fiend’ 


matter of course. Where was 
the gentle man I loved? 

As for our sexual partnership, 
that stopped. I was secretly 
pleased, as I was so angry and, 
in any case, a flailing fiend is 
not sexually attractive. 

He began to act out “fantasy 
attachments” to old girl friends 
or some of my female friends. 
He went to a “sex therapist” 
and watched videos and shot 
himself up with apomorphine. 

Early one morning two years 
ago we managed to have a 
drug-free conversation, where 
he said he realised things could 
not go on like this much longer 
and he could not hold his life 
together. He admitted himself 
to hospital via casualty and 
ended up at London’s National 
Hospital. 

For the last year he has been 
off apomorphine, but still on 
another drug, madopar. 

What has been obvious 
throughout our living nightmare 
is the lack of understanding 
from medical professionals. 
They focus on the physical, not 
the emotional. I have seen no 
written advice on coming to 
terms with a diminished relation- 
ship due to chronic illness. 

The possibility of this behaviour 
continuing has created a barrier 
between us. We no longer sleep 
in the same bedroom. Chris is 
occasionally violent, physically 
and verbally — both are hurtful. 
We now have an armed truce. 


feel at 


Conveen : Systems offer an entire range of effective aids for continence care n 


>.< EasiCath Catheters have 
a lubricated surface and 
smooth coated eyelets 
which offer increased 
comfort when performing 
intermittent catheterisation. 


EasiCath Catheter 


All of these products are 
_ available on prescription. 


Conveen Security+ Sheath 


The Conveen Security+ 
Sheath range all feature 
the unique anti-kink outlet 
which ensures complete 
security against leakage. 


lie to me about everything. He 
had never lied before. 

He became financially 
extravagant, so that we are now 
in a great deal of debt. He was 
always careful and responsible 
about money before. 

He binged. I could never 
prepare food in advance for 
dinner with friends as he would 
eat it in the night. 

He disappeared for hours. I 
was left to wait anxiously until 
he came home, usually brought 
by police, ambulance, or a 


_ If you would like your products 

_ delivered discretely to your door, 
then try Coloplast Direct, our Home 

Delivery Service. 


¢ Free 
e Discreet 
e Direct to your door 


Conveen Security+ Leg Bag 


Conveen Security+ Leg 
Bags offer comfort and P@ 
free flowing flexibility with 
their new anti-kink tubing. 


Conveen Anal Plug is 
designed to manage faecal 
incontinence. It is the only 
product of its kind available 
on prescription. 


Conveen Anal Plug 


To find out more about Coloplast 
Direct or to obtain information 
& samples please call: 


| & Coloplost 


- Coloplast Limited Coloplast Limited Coloplast, Conveen and EasiCath 
concerned member ofthe ee Freefone UK 0800 220 622 
public. — Sie. Tel: Dublin 4598877 © Coloplast Ltd. Peterborough, UK. 


People often thought he was Please Quote: DN2/99 
epileptic and having a fit 
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Another selection of useful products from 


Dan Batten’s box 


Driving trips can be stressful 


enough without the worry of 


where to stow your wheelchair. 
The Chair Topper (right) could 
end this dilemma. This roof- 
fitted storage unit has a 


motorised extending horizontal 
frame, which lifts and carries 
the wheelchair in a two-piece 
fibre glass case. Powered from 
your car battery, it is operated 


Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration and trial. 


Name 


by a hand-held remote control. 
It has a manual over-ride 
should any electrical fault 
occur. Contact Passenger Lift 
Services, tel: 0121-552 0660. 


The new Flip-Flo Catheter 
Valve from Bard (below right) 
is aimed at giving catheter users 
greater freedom. The valve fits 
any Foley catheter and allows 


— - 
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“The « unique r new W Sannah Power ( 


- sharp ¢ comers and manoeuvre 


urine to be stored in the blad- 
der rather than an external bag. 
The wearer can then empty 
their bladder easily by flipping 
a lever on the valve. The Flip- 


Flo is available on prescription. 
Find out more from the free 
helpline, tel: 0800-591 783. 


The Integral Porta Weighscale 
(right) allows a person to be 
weighed in the comfort of their 
own hoist. The weighing device 
is fitted in place of the standard 
weight bearing spreader bar 
and is compatible with all 
other hoists in the Porta range. 
Minimal training is required to 
operate the equipment. Weight 
measurement is accurate to 


"Designed so you don't have to. make a any modifications to your home 


And, as you'd expect from Stannah, it comes with a full guarantee, : 


ih 


— 


Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. [] 


: rough tights spaces with eas 


office, and with adjustable seat height back and armrests, tor total - ee 


comfort, the Stannah Power Chair adapts t to you and your lifestyle. Une 


Stannah 


Address 


Power Chair 


Postcode 


Stannah Limited, Dept 6126, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Total manoeuvrability 


within 0.2kg. Get further infor-, 
mation from Emma Cross at 
Huntleigh Kinetics, tel: O1S1- 
236 5311. 


Smith & Nephew’s Homecraft, 
range now includes a shock) 
absorbing, folding walking 
stick. The stick has a gel lined) 
hand grip for better cushion-| 
ing, which is wide to help 
spread your weight evenly. For 
information on the Homecraft| 
range, contact Jan Scott, tel: 
(01482) 222200. 


Changing toilet rolls isn’t, 
something I, or many others, | 
find very easy. Those bright} 
sparks at Ableware have come} 
up with the Snap and Roll toi- 
let paper holder (below), which 
allows the roll to be pushed 
onto the holder with one hand. | 
To remove an empty roll, push | 
the insert away and pull down. 
Available from Maddak Inc, | 
6 Industrial Road, Pequannock, 
NJ, USA, or check out their 
website at www.maddak.com. 


| 


The Kitchen Carousel is a 
device that makes getting to 
your kitchen cupboards that bit 
easier. A number of shelf units 
are connected to a moveable 
belt. The shelves are moved for- 
wards or backwards by a hand- 
held joystick. You can also 
rotate the shelves. They come - 
in either translucent or trans- 
parent materials. For further 
information contact Hi-Grade 
Precision Engineers, tel: (01656) 
659945. 


DisabilityNow February 1999 


Information 33 


The Family Advice 
. * and Information 

Resource has pub- 
shed Keep Yourself Healthy: a 
yide to examining your testi- 
es, for men with learning dis- 
bilities. This booklet shows 
ow to examine yourself for 
ssticular cancer and has tips 
n staying healthy. First copy 
‘ee (free p&p), extra copies 
1 each (over five copies, 55p 
8p each). Write to FAIR, 
5-27 West Nicolson Street, 
dinburgh EH8 9DB. 


the Marfan Association UK 
as two new publications. 
mergency Diagnosis and 
yeatment of Aortic Dissection 
nd Before and After Birth. 
50th £3). Contact The Marfan 
ssociation UK, 5 Aldershot 
‘oad, Fleet, Hants GU13 9NG. 


The Access 
Committee for 
England has pro- 
uced a series of fact sheets, 
ncluding four local access 
uides that cover the Disability 
Yiscrimination Act, the run- 
ing of local authorities, build- 
ng control and the planning 
rocess. £2 a copy, £7 for all 
even fact sheets (cheques to 
\ccess Committee of England). 
end to the Committee, 12 City 
‘orum, 250 City Road, London 
1C1V 8AE Braille and tape ver- 
ion on request. 


fo, Access 


& Independence 
D veariouat, PUBLISHERS 


ee Educational has 
ublished Disabilities (ISBN 1 
6168 066 X) —a collection of 
ticles from newspapers and 
harity information. Living with 
Visabilities looks at attitudes 
© prejudice and unequal 
ypportunities. Disabilities and 
earning looks at parental car- 
ng, mainstream education and 
lescribes learning disability. 
Contact Independence, PO Box 
195, Cambridge CB1 3XfP, tel: 
01223) 556130. 


Winslow Press has published 
Groupwork with Learning 
Disabilities: Creative Drama. 
full of material that can be 
Ihotocopied, it is aimed at pro- 
essionals and includes body- 
work, sensory and life skills 
‘ole play. £27.50, ISBN 0 86388 
190 4. Contact customer ser- 
vices, tel: 0800-243 755. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Life of Riley 
7. Plastic Bag 8. Front man 
10. Agnes 11. Tonic 13. 
Isotope 15. Greek yoghurt 
18. Language 19. Eve 
DOWN: 1. Lipreading 

2. Flamingo 3. Out of stock 
4. Reckon 5. Least 6. Sign 
9. Manicure 12. Cattle 

14. Ague 16. Eon 17. Yea 


Bi 


The Relatives Association hosts Running Relatives Groups in 

Residential and Nursing Homes, 9 February (London), 23 

February (Canterbury), 25 February (Leeds) and 17 March 

(Exeter). The seminars aim to help homes and relatives discuss 

roles, problems and ideas for running groups. For costs, times 

and details contact Wendy Hatton, tel: 0113-270 0777 for Leeds, 
or Ju peron jones tel: 0171-916 0515 for other venues. 


~The Parchment Trust will host 2 a amine’ Dance, 12 February, 
Marina ‘Pavilion, Hastings. Proceeds go to help take a group of 
‘ youre adults a ain cl disabilities on od to the Norfolk 


The Wildlife Trust hosts A Sense of Nature, a national confer- 
ence on disability and wildlife, 3 March, London. It looks at 
improving access to nature reserves and countryside sites for dis- 
abled people. Contact Jane Stoneham or Emma Barrat at the 
Sensory Trust, tel: (01225) 852554, fax: (01225) 852528. 


Independent Living Southwest, 24-25 March, Bristol. A range of 
equipment will be on display, at the show. There’s Lifestyle *99 if 
you want to see a fashion show or try reflexology or massage, 
and the 25th is Wheelchair Sports Day for visitors to try indoor 
and outdoor sports. Visitors need a free entry ticket in advance, 
tel: (01275) 836465. Courtesy bus service to and from Bristol 
Temple Meads railway station. 


rt car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 


gives us independence and of course it gives‘us mobility. For wheelchair users though 


just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 


nigh on impossible. 


Gowrings Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 


years so we understand the value of mobility. But don't just take our word for it, you can 


see what June and Bernard Simpson of Staffordshire had to say: 


“Since we have had our Chairman life has had 
a richer quality, with no problems of thinking 
shall we make the big effort to go out! — 

Its just so easy.” 


JUNE AND BERNARD SIMPSON — CHAIRMAN OWNERS 


To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motoring call the Freephone 


gowrings 


number below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer 


complete the coupon. 


Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. 


Name: 


mobility 


a whole world of possibilities 


Please return this coupon to 
us at: 


Address: 


Gowrings Mobility 


FREEPOST 


Postcode: Tel No.: 


Newbury 
Berks RG14 5ZW 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 SRU. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400. Internet: www.gowringsmobility.co.Uk 
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34 Fun and games 


Candid Dandids 


Christmas 798 was a relaxing 
experience, refreshing all the 
parts that needed refreshing. I 
arrived at the parental home in 
Milton Keynes expecting, and 
getting, peace, quiet and moun- 
tains of food and drink. Mum’s 
concept of “enough” of the edi- 
bles is rather loose. Ditto dad, 
who purchased roughly 50 bot- 
tles of beer for the two of us 
“so that we won’t get too 
thirsty between pub visits”. 

Nice prezzies abounded as well. 
I take back everything rotten 
I’ve said about the folks. Mum 
inflicted a new Barry Manilow 
CD on me. My fault for buying 
it; I really should rid her of this 
nasty affliction. Retaliating 
with Madonna would have 
been fruitless, as mum is gener- 
ally something of a musical 
swinger. My Aerosmith CDs 
went walkies at home far too 
frequently for my liking. 

New Year was rather more 
manic. It spluttered to a rowdy 
start in a pub, with the infa- 
mous “Dr Windsor” dressed as 
a cavalier, bizarrely choosing to 
finish the ensemble with a 
squeaky dog glove puppet on 
his hand. We were ushering in 
1999, and my subtlely clad 
friend was determined to be 
noticed. He was. 

His efforts to get me into a 
Mr Blobby costume failed. I 


Dan Batten takes time out from 
1999 to recall, with just a bit of 
effort, the last days of last year 


was going to see in the New 
Year with dignity — even if it 
was the drunken variety. My 
previously untested Irish folk 
song voice was in fine fettle 
though, and was put through 
its paces most evenings of my 
stay with the Doc. 

One New Year’s resolution 
remains intact since my return 
home from the festivities. The 
booze has been knocked on the 
head, after bingeing horrifically 
over the holidays, when 
appendages marked “Beck’s” 
seemed to continually sprout 
from the end of each arm. 
There are rumours of a sweep- 
stake going on to see how long 
it lasts, with a bottle of Kia 
Ora as top prize. 

The residue of said alcohol, 
along with other assorted 
Christmas calories, is now rest- 
ing around my midriff, making 
fitting into existing trousers a 
tight squeeze. The sit-ups have 
started and the gym beckons. 
Why does festive fun always 
equal New Year flab? 

To alleviate the depression of 
the end of Christmas frivolity, 
talk of holidays is rife. Jon is 
dragging me to Tenerife to cele- 
brate my 27th birthday, and is 
threatening to get me involved 
in senorita-related shenanigans. 
Pll face the arduous challenge 
of a fortnight in the sun with a 


DN’s crossword ARRAS 


Answers on page 33 


ACROSS 

1. Luxurious standard of 
living (4,2,5) 

7. Supermarket container (7,3) 

8. TV presenter, for example 
*(3,3) 

10. Female saint (5). 

11. Mixer for drinks (5) 

13. Radioactive substance (7) 

15. Thick white dairy product 

(5,7) 
18. See 6 down 
19. First female — not a saint (3) 


brave, reluctant smile. 

A visit to Jo in Devon is immi- 
nent, after several phone calls 
saying my charisma and good 
looks are being missed. Her 
dad muses that there’s nobody 
like me down in the West 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 

1. Glider pain (anag) 

2. Main golf (anag) 

3. Nothing left in a shop (3,2,5) 

4. Guess or calculate (6) 

5. Most significant (5) 

6. Communication for deaf 
people (4,8) 

9. Ruin came (anag) 

12. Cows and bulls (6) 

14. Fever (4) 

16. A very long time (3) 

17. Affirmative word (slang) (3) 


Country, before a traditional 
Dawson Senior insult is hurled. 
My idea for a spot of surfing in 
Cornwall is a no-no I’m told, 
due to cold weather and whales 
not being allowed in local 
waters. Such wit. 


&, & & WA 


Specialist Conversions 


excellent visibility. 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


Passenger layout options include: 
e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


¢ unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 
David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
r Tel: 01626 853050 
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AT LAST! 


WARM FEET 


FLEECE SOCKS 
Made from world famous 200 
NON-ELASTICATED AND IN TWO LENGTHS 
No Chafe Seams for TOTAL comfort 


TWO lengths: Midi (ankle) and Maxi (calf) 
and FIVE colours: 
deep blue, dark green, red, black and grey. 


f ONLY } 
£11.99 pair (Midi size) or £13.99 Pair (Maxi size) 
OR 


warmer, thicker Polartec 300 


£13.99 pair (Midi size) or £15.99 Pair (Maxi size) 
Telephone the Order Line on 01253 838880 


Please send cheque with your order made out to: 
Island Glen Marketing Limited, Glasdon House, Clarke Street, 
Poulton-le-Fylde Industrial Estate, 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire FY6 8JW. 

Please also telephone with any special requirements. 


: Please send: 0... cscs: prs 
: Shoe size 


made payable to Island Glen Marketing Ltd. 


Please allow 14 days for FREE delivery. Full refund if not satisfied, if 
returned within 7 days. 


You can e-mail us on Mcdseaf@email.msn.com 
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By DN’s me 
astrologer 
Marion 

Stanton ‘ 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 


ww Your energy is making you 
urgent to achieve your 

aims. Make plans, but don’t 

act. Your ideas may not have 
settled into tangible reality. 

PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 
An aspect to Mars makes 

ae you tired, but you’ll have 

good fortune this month. Keep 
going — your ideas will further 
your career if you apply them. 

ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

” Your energy will fluctuate, 
during February. You 

might be challenged by those in 

authority. Stay calm. March 
will be smoother. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 

Gy Your confidence is up, so 
use it wisely. Further a 

project and get your views 

across but avoid conflict. Use 
persuasion but not coercion. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

You can’t smooth talk 

I your way this month, 

Fulfill your aspirations and 

convey your feelings. This will 

help a clear idea come to 
fruition in the future. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
Don’t let arguments dis- 

00 tract you. Help out, but 

don’t be taken over by other’s 

worries. They will understand 
your sense of purpose in time. ~ 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) . 

& Relationship tensions 
linger. You might feel you 

are being ignored, but shouting 

will not help. Despite your lack 
of patience, weather the storms 

— don’t create more. 

VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
Tread carefully with 
opposition to avoid the 

month turning sour. Set firm 

foundations early on so that 
your plans can’t be unhinged. 

LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
Romance is hot. You’ll 

mess cither ignite passion or 

rage. Allow your sign’s fun side 

to lift others. Perhaps throw a 

party for everyone,. | 

SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

This will be a busy month. 

Work could lead to an 
unexpected romance. Good 
work will reap personal 
rewards without any effort. 

SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 

a After a quiet January, you 
should now be full of 

inspiration and action. Make 

your ideas certain. Strike while 
the iron is hot. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 

e It’s time to put plans into 
action, rather than just 

talking. Luck is on your side 

and you have the energy, so go 
for it! 


Classified 35 


|\LLOWING THE SUCCESS of The Unseen 
‘ana, a fitting tribute to the princess, 
» production team are now producing 
1e Unseen Royals. The hour long docu- 
entary due to be broadcast in Spring 
199 will portray the family through pre- 
ously unseen home video footage and 
-rsonal photographic collections. The 
sogramme will look behind the public 
‘il of royal life to reveal the family’s 
ore intimate and less formal approach 
‘daily life. The production team would 
ce to hear from anybody who has a 
emorable story to tell of the occasion 
ey met a member of the royal family 
id has footage or photographs to sup- 
yrt the story. Please contact the produc- 
on team, The Unseen Royals, HTV, 
he Television Centre, Bath Road, 
istol BS4 3HG, tel: 0117-972 2656 or 
17-972 2541. 


OULD LIKE to hear from anyone whose 
covery from severe ME was helped by 
ir having a hysterectomy for heavy 
sriods and/or endometriosis. I believe 
root cause of my fatigue problem is 
y heavy periods and endometriosis as | 
ive had heavy periods for 20 years since 
laberty. I have been treated for 10 
onths with Provera, Danazol and 
oladex and had more energy while their 
3e stopped my periods. I also tried 
ranezamic Acid and this brought back a 
eriod of remission for three months. 
lowever, when I stopped the treatments, 
ad my periods returned, they were as 
ainful and heavy as they were prior to 
arting the treatment. I feel my recovery 
om ME is hampered by the constant 
raining of my limited energy the 
leavy periods and debility from the 
indometriosis causes me every month. 
ox No. H1 


NE ARE COMPILING a list of tips that have 
jeen of use to people with ME. Please 
2nd any contributions to: Tips, Lee 
Marding, Action for ME, PO Box 1302, 
Vells, Somerset BAS 1YE. 


Personal 


WY NAME IS Michael. I’m a Christian 
|strologer (not professional). I suffer 
Irom a rare type of dyslexia. I am 
ongterm unemployed, but own my own 
jouse. My interests are history, old-time 
jancing, piano, taking newspaper cut- 
lings and steam engines. I’m a young 
poking 48 and would like to meet a lady, 
erhaps a good deal younger. I’m 6ft and 
lim. I live near Bishop’s Stortford. Box 
No. 332 


ll, MY NAME is Peter. I’m 33 years old, 
jood looking, n/s, with gsoh, living in 
ast Sussex. I am visually impaired and 
lave a guide dog who is very friendly and 
loving. My interests include travelling, 
lyalking, music, keeping fit, cinema, visit- 
jag pubs with friends and enjoying life. I 
vould love to hear from females, aged 
15-39, with similar interests, to meet 
n the New Year for friendship and 
omance. So go on, get writing! Box 
No. 333 


INTELLIGENT MAN, CONSIDERATE, affec- 
ionate, Sft 10in, reasonably attractive 
rraduate, 39, slightly disabled, own 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 

Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice Be: 
| Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address Ee 
I 

| Name: i 
| Address: : 
i 1 
f Postcode: : 
i i 
1 

{ Signature: ! 
f To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, 1 
16 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, : 
White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
[ Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 1 


home, interested in alternative therapies. 
Seeks cheerful, feminine lady, 25-43, for 
longterm relationship. Yorks/anywhere. 
Box No. 334 


GAY GUY, YOUNG 40s, slightly disabled, 
seeks friends and hopefully lasting rela- 
tionship. Enjoys music, travel, food/wine, 
socialising and homelife. All replies wel- 
come. South/anywhere. Box No. 335 


ANDREW GRIFFIN, 38. I have cerebral 
palsy and am a student. I am looking for 
a female partner who is reliable and lots 
of fun. Contact me at Box No. 336 


VIP LESBIAN WHO needs a seeing to! 24, 
about Sft 2in. Independent with own flat. 
I enjoy reading and cycling. ’'m looking 
for a lady, 26-38ish, gsoh, honest and 
loving. Northeast/any area. Box No. 337 


INDEPENDENT MALE, 57, with mild cp. 
Own home, n/s. Seeking that special lady 
friend who does not like pubs, eating out 
or dancing. If you like a quiet life, with 
the odd day out, then please get in touch. 
Box No. 338 


MALE, AGED 41, wheelchair user (para- 
plegic), seeks female for pen pal or 
friendship (maybe more). Box No. 339 


Wheelchairs & scooters 


CHILD’S WHEELCHAIR IN form of 1920's 
style Austin car. Built by Hampton 
Engineering, using electric chair parts. 
Automatic brake and speed control. 
Contact Dr Fitzsimons, tel: 0141-952 3045. 


HOME & AWAY BATTERY wheelchair. 
New September ’96. New charger, recent 
new batteries. £1,250. Tel: (01529) 
303831. 


BATRICAR 4-WHEEL POWERCHAIR. £350. 
Tel: (01729) 822441 (Settle, Yorks). 


ELSWICK ENVOY DRIVE-FROM wheelchair. 
In need of tlc and some work (engine 
alright). £600 ono. Tel: 0181-673 2530. 


LYNX RASCAL WHEELCHAIR/buggy with 
new batteries. £550 ono. Tel: (01234) 
313244. 


ALDERSLEY WHEELCHAIR WHICH carries 
35 stone. Cost over £4,000, will accept 
£2,000 ono. Genuine sale. Tel: (01737) 
361057 (anytime). 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR SYSTEM, no lift- 
ing manual wheelchair, £500. Separate 
battery wheelchair, £400. Chairack 
wheelchair carrier, £25. Tel: (01526) 
320640. 


LARK 4 SCOOTER. Little used, cost 
£1,800, accept £900. Could deliver, 
private sale. Tel: (01584) 841443 
(Shropshire). 


STERLING MIDI SENIOR. Vgc, scarcely 
used. £1,250. Tel: (01923) 856474. 


WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE. Self-propelled, 
almost new. Cost £400, accept £200. Tel: 
(01524) 37217. 


CARTERS G63 CRUISER powerchair. 
Excellent condition, with charger, kerb 
climbers and holdall. £1,200. Tel: 0181- 
878 0502 (Roehampton, London). 


STANNAH POWERCHAIR. Total manoeu- 
vrability, as new. Owner suddenly 
deceased. £1,750. Tel: (01288) 355372 
(Cornwall). 


WESSEX STEPLIFT FOR indoor wheel- 
chair, 1-2 steps, unused. Owner suddenly 
deceased. £1,750. Tel: (01288) 355372 
(Cornwall). 


SLAM “R” LIGHTWEIGHT wheelchair. 
20in, pink and black, low back. Used 
only five times, excellent condition. 
£2,000. Tel: (01449) 676014 (Stowmarket, 
Suffolk). 


Household & family 


ELECTRIC MULTI-POSITION BED. Vgc. 
Cost £1,470, will sell for £600 ovno. Tel: 
(01752) 708971. 


ALMOST NEW MOBILITY stairlift, operat- 
ing on right hand side, covering 12 steps 
or less, with extended warranty to Nov’ 
2001. £900 ono. Tel: 0181-248 6023. 


FREE-THROUGH LIFT for recipient to 
remove and make good. Available 
February/March. Tel: (01753) 691335 
(Slough). 


ADJUSTAMATIC SINGLE BED. Six months 
old, adjustable neck, back and feet func- 
tions. Integral massage unit. Cost £2,500, 
sell for £800 ono. Tel: (01539) 726364 or 
(01539) 720937 (Kendal). 


ELECTRIC MULTI-PURPOSE bed. Nearly 
new, 4ft 6in, excellent condition. 
Cost £1,800 will accept £1,200. Tel: 
0118-942 2492. 


PORTABLE SPRING RISE, never used, £75. 
Tel: 0118-942 2492. 


ELECTRIC RECLINER CHAIR. Rise/recline, 
dusky pink, nearly new, will accept £500. 
Tel: 0118-942 2492. 


PARKER BATH, EXCELLENT condition. 
Must be the very best bath for disabled 
or elderly for complete relaxation. Less 
than half new price at £1,450 ono. Will 
deliver. Tel: (01494) 712244. 


COMBINED ALARM AND bell, £20. Folding 
commode, £25. Tel: (01526) 320640. 


RIFTON DYNAMIC STANDER. Fits child to 
15 years. Cost £1,500, accept £700. Tel: 
(01189) 302237. 


REHAB PUSHCHAIR, SUIT 5 to 12 years 
old. Offers considered. Tel: (01189) 
302237. 


ADANA HAND PRINTING equipment. 
Presses, type etc. £150. Tel: (01234) 
342070. 


GOWRINGS CITROEN DISPATCH. 1.9 diesel, 
P reg, June ’97, 15,770 miles, pas. 
Wheelchair plus 4, lowering suspension, 
double ramp, internal rear light, fully 
lined. £15,500. Tel: (01908) 613396. 


CVE OMNI-WELFARE bus. Refitted as 
mobile information centre. Fsh, t&t, 
J reg, wheelchair accessible, good condi- 
tion, low mileage. Offers around £6,000. 
Call Roy Cadman, tel: 0121-414 1616. 


Like what you’ve read? 
Then don’t miss out - order next month’s now! 


CHAIRMAN FIAT FIORINO. P reg, 1.4 petrol, 
5,800 miles. As new, low floor to take 
wheelchair. £6,700. Tel: (01253) 714286. 


FIAT FIORINO CONVERSION to take one 
wheelchair. K reg, diesel, 52k miles. 
£4,500 ono. Smart vehicle, clean. Tel: 
(01626) 890134. 


VW CARAVELLE GL. 1991, H reg, 2.1 auto. 
Wheelchair lift, vgc, fsh and low mileage. 
£8,750. Tel: 0171-274 9707. 


PEUGEOT 405 AUTO estate. 1994, pas, fsh, 
46k. Includes electric hoist. Electric 
scooter available. £4,800 ono. Tel: 
(01472) 357566. 


DAIHATSU VAN, SEPTEMBER 1997. 6k 
miles, 2-seater with electric hoist. For 
scooter/chair. £5,500. Tel: 0121-308 2726 
(Birmingham). 


DAIHATSU HIJET MPV. P reg, top range, 
metallic blue, wheelchair plus 3. Ramped 
rear access, electric winch and fastenings, 
only 3k miles. As new, £5,950. Tel: 
(01252) 342444 or (01483) 475475. 


FORD TRANSIT 2.0. L reg, 60k miles. Rear 
access via tail lift. Pas, driver’s swivel 
seat, full MOT, vgc. £5,250. Tel: (01622) 
891097. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat, £40. Tel: 
(01526) 320640. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.2. December 1993, 
conversion by Whitacres. 19k miles, low- 
ering suspension, rear seat, entry head- 
room 50in. MOT until December 1999. 
Good condition, £4,500. Tel: (01408) 
621782 (Sutherland). 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT. J reg, electric 
winch, 52k miles, AA reports, MOT to 
end of July. £8,500 ono. Tel: (01932) 
354663. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 

..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for in 
advance. If you want to advertise, 
please contact Disability Now, 6 
Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
tel: 0171-619 7323 for a form. 


For personal ads, submit about 
25 words and send a cheque or 


postal order for £5 payable to 
Disability Now with your ad. 
This is to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad or 
the help ad (Box No. H1) 
indicate the Box Number and 
mark the envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do not it 
will be opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 


ASTRA CHAIRMAN AUTO. Blue, 22,680k 
miles. Taxed May 99, MOT October 
°99. Recent complete overhaul, new 
tyres, excellent condition. £2,250 ono. 
Tel: 0181-979 7714. 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN FIORINO, turbo 
diesel, 1998, 700 miles, as new. £7,995. 
Tel: (01749) 890742 or 0836-681 796. 


FIAT FIORINO M REG. Diesel, 1800cc, 
white, 22k miles, immaculate condition. 
Tracking, wheelchair straps and ramp 
included. One owner since conversion by 
PCC Motorbodies. Can be viewed. 
£6,000 ono. Tel: (01363) 775178 (near 
Exeter). 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE J REG. 2Itr, 
petrol, 48k miles, electric side lift access. 
£8,250 ono. Tel: (01695) 570262 or 
(07775) 592184. 


Continued on page 36 


LEARNING PACKAGE. 


Leeds, Leeds LS2 QUT. 


Post Graduate Diploma/ 2 
MA in Disability Studies s 


This unique and hugely popular programme of study 

gives students the opportunity to work for either a Post Graduate 
Diploma or the Degree of Master of Arts (MA) in Disability Studies. 
The Scheme covers both theoretical and practical considerations 
relevant to the social dynamics of disablement and the disability 
experience. It is designed for people working in or planning a 
career in the general area of disability. Candidates will normally 
have a first degree or equivalent professional qualification, 

but relevant experience will be taken into account, where 
appropriate. The course is taught in an accessible location and the 
University welcomes disabled students and applicants without 
conventional academic qualifications. 


THIS POST GRADUATE DIPLOMAIMA IN DISABILITY STUDIES 
PROGRAMME IS NOW AVAILABLE AS AN OPEN DISTANCE 


For further details please contact Marie Ross or Debbie Westmoreland 
at the Department of Sociology and Social Policy, University of 


Tel (and Minicom): 0113-233 4418 or Tel: 0113-233 4408. 


Op 


telephone tutor support. 


Cheshire SK8 6RQ. 
Tel/Fax: 0161-610 0149, 


é Royal Schools 
for the Deaf 
u allt ! Manchester 
mencap THE UNIVERSITY 
making the most of fife 


of MANCHESTER 


Profound Learning Disability & Multi Sensory Impairment 
(A Distance Learning Course) 


If you are involved with someone who has complex needs, why 
not develop your skills and obtain recognition for them? Parents, 
carers and professionals may follow an established two-year 
course and gain a University award/qualification. 

Courses are available at Certificate, Adv. Diploma and MSc 
levels. Work is home based, supported by workshops and 
Issues 
Behaviour, Communication, Education, Ordinary Life Principles 
and Sensory Impairment are addressed (Bursaries available). 
Further details from: The Course Secretary, University of 
Manchester, JTI Office, RSD, Stanley Road, Cheadle Hulme, 


e-mail: jtioffice@rsd.manchester.bt.internet.com 


The University of Manchester Mencap Royal Schools for the Deaf Manchester 


relating to Challenging 
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Recruitment (also on pages 37,38 & 39) 


Access Officer 


18.5 HOURS PER WEEK 
£18,006 - £20,922 PRO RATA 


We are seeking to appoint an experienced and 
knowledgeable Access Officer to work at our Hove 
Offices, to co-ordinate and facilitate the council’s access 
advisory group for all and advise on homes for people with 
sensory and physical disabilities throughout Brighton and Hove. 
@ Principal responsibilities of this post will include providing 
access advice on the design of major developments and assessing 
planning and building control applications in relation to 
accessibility. m For an informal discussion about this post please 
contact Rob Fraser, Conservation & Design Manager on (01273) 
292259. m@ For further information and an application form 
please contact quoting reference): Environmental Services 
Personnel, Brighton & Hove Council, 2nd Floor, Brighton 
Town Hall, Bartholomew Square, Brighton BN1 1JA. 
Telephone: 01273 292123. Job Reference: ES6236. 


Southern Arts Board, the arts development agency for central Southern England, is seeking Pi 
experienced and motivated professionals for the following new and challenging posts, all 
requiring good communication, organisational and financial management skills. 


COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER - (ref sa1) ‘cae Ser 
This post is responsible for developing and implementing the Board’s communications strategy, building 


relations with artists, funding partners, the press and media and promoting regional arts with imagination and 
conviction. You will require practical press and media experience, excellent copy-editing and editorial skills, 
experience of managing public events and a clear grasp of current arts issues. Salary £20,922 — £25,245. 


ARTS ACCESS OFFICER - (ref sa2) : . 
Principally responsible for implementing the Board’s Arts and Disability strategy and funding, this post will also 
promote and develop Arts and Health initiatives and co-ordinate Awards for All work. You will need a thorough 
understanding of disability issues and current legislation, 3 years experience of arts administration, knowledge 
of the voluntary sector and arts and health work. Salary £20,922 — £25,245. 


YEAR OF THE ARTIST CO-ORDINATOR - (ref sa3) 
Year of the Artist is a national celebration of living artists in 2000/2001 across all art-forms. The role entails 
developing and co-ordinating a programme of residencies, commissions and events across the Southern 


region. You'll need an understanding of issues concerning individual artists, at least 3 years experience of ® Closing date: 3pm Monday 15 February 1999. Vi 
managing arts projects and developing partnerships, as well as excellent networking and negotiating skills. 

Working location is flexible but will need to be within the region. Salary £20,992 — £21,924 — 2 year fixed term 

pelltseiat Visit the Jobsearch website: 

All salaries are on Local Authority scale, which is subject to review in April each year. www.datalake.com/lgo/jobsearch 


For details please contact Southern Arts Receptionists, and quote which position you are interested in and 


leave your name and address. 


Southern Arts 
13 St Clement Street 
Winchester SO23 9DQ 


r 


Tel: 01962 855099 
Fax: 01962 881186 


Closing date for applications — Monday 8 February 1999. 


Southern Arts is an equal opportunities employer and particularly welcomes applications from suitably 
skilled candidates regardless of race, gender, disability, sexuality, religion or age. 


STAIRLIFTS 
Reconditioned stairlifts 
fitted from £850. 
Guaranteed. 
For details call 01323 508 006 


COMFORT & CARE 


for incontinence sufferers 


: FOR ALL CONDITIONS 


FOR MEN 


Comtidvi Se 


Superior range of quality incontinence wear for: 


DISCREET PROTECTION, COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 


FREE BROCHURE @& FREEPHONE 


0800 413860 


GREEN Cross HEALTHCARE LTD 
Ded] FREEPOST (NEA2674) HARROGATE HG3 7BR 


Continued on page37 


METRO, AUTO, H REG. 1300cc, raised roof 
for wheelchair access via ramp. £1,000 
ono. Tel: 0117-979 2988 (Bristol). 


VW CARAVELLE GL. 2.4 diesel, 1995 
N reg, 40k miles, fsh. Electric side lift. 
Wheelchair fits in front passenger space. 
Looks great in metallic blue with alloys. 
Good condition, £11,995. Tel: (01709) 
549503. 


FIAT FIORINO CONVERSION. L reg, 1.7 
diesel, 48,500 miles, white. Ramp, floor 
clamps, winch, minder seat. Good condi- 
tion, £3,950 ono. Tel: (01392) 439032. 


NISSAN VANETTE M REG. 2.3 diesel, 30k 
miles, rear ramp, under warranty until 
September. £7,000. Tel: 0161-487 1773. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE. N reg, fsh, 
Ricon tail lift. £9,000 ono. Please ring for 
further details/extras. Mr Brown, tel: 
0113-252 7529. 


BUNGALOW IN PINNER, Middlesex. Two- 


bed, semi-modified for wheelchair. Price 


worcestershire 


Lifestyles 


Focus Group Development Worker 


Worcestershire Lifestyles is a registered charity 
working with people with physical and sensory 
disabilities. As a result of a successful National 
Lottery bid we are seeking to recruit a full-time worker (or equivalent). The 
Focus Group’s development worker will build on our consultation with service 
users through the creation of Focus Groups to support each Lifestyles Project. 


Salary circa £12,000. 
Applications positively welcomed from disabled people. 


For further information and an application form contact: Cora Jones, 
Worcestershire Lifestyles, Woodside Lodge, Lark Hill Road, Worcester 
WR5 2EF, tel: (01905) 350686, minicom: (01905) 350693. 


Closing date: 15 February. 


Hoare Help 


The Samaritans 
0345 90 90 90 


QP Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


New era, new logo, 50 weddings on 


Your ideal man might be here 


A specialist introduction agency for 
people with disabilities. It also 
welcomes able-bodied people. 


og pe ee 


guide £140,000. Please ring for details, 
tel: 0181-866 8244. 


3 226959 


FREEPOST, Handidate, The Wellington 
Centre, 52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2BR. 

E-mail: Conrad_Packwood@compuserve.com 
A member of ABIA 


WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY VILLA for sale in 
Vale do Lobo, Algarve, Portugal. Well- 
equipped, three double bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, one guest toilet. Heated 
plunge pool on spacious private 
patio with barbeque. £170,000. Tel/Fax: 
00 35 182 361087. 


CARAVAN OR MOTORHOME with wheel- 


chair access and ample space inside, 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 


including toilet area for wheelchair user. ; 
before relying on them. 


Tel: 0116-288 1552. 


Personal 


BUILDING A WORKFORCE THAT VALUES 
THE DIVERSITY OF OUR COMMUNITY. 


Brighton & Hove 


i WECIL 


WEST OF ENGLAND CENTRE FOR INTEGRATED LIVING 
requires a Disabled person for the post of 


EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT WORKER 
£18,006-£19,194 (APT &C, PT 29-31) 
This post is part of WECIL’s newly established Positive Action 
Partnership Scheme (PAPS) Team, and the postholder wil 


liaise with employers and Disabled people who wish to move 
into employment. 


Closing date: Friday 26 February 1999. 


Further information: Wendy Tyler, WECIL Ltd., Leinster Avenue, 
Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR, tel: 0117-983 9839 (voice and minicom). 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under-represented 
groups (eg Black Disabled people, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


Salary: £20,346 - £21,924 per annum Hours: 37 per wee. 
Location: 6 North Parade Buildings, Bath Ref: HSS 6120: 
Like us you will have seen supported employment for disabled people increase i 
prominence on the political and social agenda. Employment for disabled people is nov 
acknowledged as a basic human right that should be supported throug] 
comprehensive community care arrangements. 

This established post is crucial to the maintenance and development of supporte: 
Employment opportunities for disabled people in Bath and North East Somerset. Yo 
will be responsible for supporting over 50 disabled people in existing supporte 
employment. You will also join us at an exciting time as we are poised to make furthe 
developments and you will take a lead role in this task. 

You will work closely with other Social Services colleagues including a newly created Da‘ 
Services Community Team and you will benefit from existing partnerships with local groups 
You will ideally have personal experience of disability, possess a relevant academi 
and professional qualification, have some previous management experience and have 
experience in training or employment services. 

We are committed to the social model of disability. We will give you excellen 
management and administrative support. We may be able to meet your relocatio! 
expenses We acknowledge our duty to make reasonable adjustments to your workin: 
environment to make this post genuinely accessible to you. 

You may be just the person for the job and we would like to hear from you. Pleass 
contact Paul Purnell, Group Manager on (01225) 477859, or Barry Scrase, Strategi 
Planning Officer on (01225) 396285. 

/f you would like an application form and further details, please write to:- Th 
Personnel Section, 7 North Parade Buildings, Bath. BAI INY, or telephone (01225 
477995 (24 hours) quoting the reference number and job title. 

Please feel free to make your application using your preferred format, answerin: 
all the questions used in the standard application form. 


Closing date: Noon Friday 19th February 1999 


< 
= BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET 
Committed to achievinsd equality of opportunity 


DN seeks a volunteer for the 


DN WEBSITE LIBRARY 


We are looking for a volunteer to update our website library 
each month. About three days work. Basic computer experience 
essential, preferably Mac based. Disabled volunteers especially 
welcome. Expenses paid. To discuss details 


Telephone: 0171-619 7323 Minicom: 0171-619 7331 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE IN EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING (ACDET) 


Chair e Committee Member - representing employer issues 


The Secretary of State for Education and Employment invites applications for the post of ACDET Chair and Committee member. Both positions are unpaid. 
ACDET is an Advisory Body sponsored by the Department for Education and Employment. Members are people with disabilities, employers, and representatives of trade unions 


and disability organisations. It advises Ministers and officials on: 


e securing equality of participation in employment, self employment and training opportunities for disabled people, in particular those with significant impairments; 
e recruitment, promotion and retention of disabled employees and support services covering their employment, self employment, careers advice and training; 


e research on programmes and services; 


e the effectiveness of DfEE funded labour market interventions for helping disabled people. 


The CHAIRPERSON will: 
e oversee the effective and efficient discharge of ACDET functions; 
e act as the principal point of contact with Ministers and other interested organisations; 
e represent ACDET and its objectives publicly. 


APPLICANTS should have: 

e ability to manage and lead a team to ensure it works well and achieves results; 

e credibility with organisations of or for disabled people; 

e proven knowledge, interest and commitment to promoting effective employment 
and training opportunities for disabled people. 


The Chair and Committee Member posts are unpaid but relevant expenses will be paid. Successful candidates will be appointed for 3 years and attend 4 - 5 meetings a year. 


The COMMITTEE MEMBER will: 


@ provide an employer perspective on the work of the Committee. 


APPLICANTS should have: 

@ an employer background; 

e credibility with organisations of or for disabled people; 

@ proven knowledge, interest and commitment to promoting effective employment and 
training opportunities for disabled people; 

e ability and willingness to undertake public engagements; 

e good interpersonal, presentational and communication skills. 


They are expected to attend additional meetings and events in any year, particularly the Chair in a representative role. 


For further information and an application form please send a postcard with your name/address and an indication of which post(s) you are interested in to: 


JON LYNCH, DfEE, LEVEL 5, CAXTON HOUSE, 6-12 TOTHILL STREET, 
LONDON. SW1H 9NA. Closing date: 22 February 1999 


: Applications are particularly welcome from people with disabilities, people from ethnic minority groups and women. 
THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT BY FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES. 


Tate Gallery of British Art 


¢ Head of Visitor Services 
¢ Head of Operations 


Tate Gallery of Modern Art 


e Head of Visitor Services 
¢ Head of Operations 


Over the next two years the Tate Gallery in London is being transformed by the re-focusing and relaunch of the Tate Gallery of 
British Art at Millbank and the creation of the new Tate Gallery of Modem Art at Bankside. At Millbank, a significant building 
scheme, the Centenary Development, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, is providing new and improved gallery spaces, greatly 
enhanced visitor facilities and full independent access for disabled people. At Bankside, a new gallery is being created out of the 
former power station, funded by the Millennium Commission, English Partnerships and a large number of trusts, companies and 
individuals. The Tate Gallery of British Art will present and interpret British Art from 1500 to the present day. The Tate Gallery of 
Modem Art will present intemational and British art from 1900 to the present. Both galleries will present an innovative programme 
of displays, exhibitions, projects, conferences, tours and events which aim to set new standards for their breadth of appeal and 


quality of experience. 


We are now seeking to appoint the Heads of Visitor Services and the Heads of Operations for both galleries. These four new posts 
are Critical for creating the new ways of working required in launching these major art galleries. 


Head of Visitor Services (2 posts) 


c £35,000 


You will play the key role in developing and implementing new systems of front of house operation for a gallery of national and 
intemational importance, meeting the needs of a wide variety of publics and their engagement with all displays, exhibitions, 
services, programmes, retail and catering facilities. You will lead the teams that ensure that all visitors (c.2m) are attracted, 
welcomed, cared for, offered the best information and all necessary support for their visit, whether they come as an individual, as 
part of a school or college group, or in order to attend a Gallery or sponsor's reception. 


Head of Operations (2 posts) c £35,000 


You will ensure that the plant, electronic and physical systems and support facilities of each gallery meet all corporate standards 
and serve the needs of specific programmes and operations. This will embrace all engineering systems, Health & Safety, security 
arrangements and facilities management functions which must be tested and perform to specification before the gallery opens. 
You will carry primary responsibility for ensuring that all visitors to the gallery, and the staff working within it, enjoy a safe, clean, 


efficient and well-maintained environment. 


Successful candidates for all four posts will be expected to move beyond matters of immediate professional concem to play a role 


in the overall management of each of the galleries. 


These are rare challenges for appropriately qualified and experienced candidates, offering the chance to be part of launching and 
running major intemational art galleries at the start of the Millennium. You must therefore be able to demonstrate proven expertise 
in the provision, management and maintenance of the relevant services in a large public building attracting large numbers of 
visitors a year. This must be underpinned with a proven capacity to work at the senior level the posts demand, coupled with a 
clear willingness to accept responsibility and provide high visibility leadership to staff during a period of continuing development. 


For further information or an information pack, please contact the Head of Human Resources, Tate Gallery, Millbank, 


London SW1P 4RG (0171 887 8097). 


The closing date for receipt of completed applications is Friday 12 February 1999, with interviews being held before the end of 


the month. 
The Tate Gallery is working towards equal opportunities. 


Is scooter storage a problem? 
Looking for an affordable weather proof 
‘storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
_ Aids for information on our scooter hut. 

| Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


| 0115-911 0322 


Renault Extra 


Factory conversion to carry wheelchair, in red, 
only 34,000 miles, high roof, side windows, 
ramps and clamps. £3,995. 
Crossley Hall Car Centre. 


Tel: (01274) 495047 


SUPPORTED BY FUNDS 
FROM THE NATIONAL LOTTERY 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


Disabilitynow February 1999 , 


ELECTRIC MULTI-POSITION BEDS 


TateGallery 


A MILLENNIUM PROJECT 


TWO YEARS GUARANTEE, £495. 
PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


(01689) 829186 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Clifftop park 
with “excellent™ status. New Milton, Hampshire. 
Excellent site facilities 


furnished. Free club membership. 

GRANGE COURT 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 

Park with “good™ status, Goodrington Sands, Devon. 
Excellent site facilities within short walk, with 
indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6. well appointed. 
Free club membership. (Purchased with funds from 
the National Lottery). 

MILDENREATH 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 

Excellent seaside site with good facilities. just 


— well’ furnished and comfortable. Free club 
membership. 

Details: Mr P. Cash 01425 672055 — Bournemouth 
Spina Bifida Association, registered charity No. 
261914. 


for lifting 
wheelchairs, 
scooters and 
people into 
cars... 


WE HAVE 


THE ANSWER! 
Ring Free 0800 214 045 


New Range of 
Easy Folding 
Wheelchairs 
& Scooters 


Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, 
Bakewell DE45 1DX 


MERCEDES-BENZ and 
VOLKSWAGEN Wheelchair 
Accessible Conversions 


CoTrim specialises in wheelchair accessible conversions 
for both Mergedes VClass and Vitos, and Volkswagen 
Caravelles. We are recognised Mercedes Body Builder 
and Volkswagen Compatible Design Converter. 


We are also a recognised installer of many leading makes 
of lifts, ramps and hoists 
including AMF, Ricon, PLS, 
Portaramp and Bruno. 

In addition we carry out KY 
complete accessible MPV Colrim 
conversions crash tested Conversions 

to M1 standard. COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 


COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 
SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


Qn FOr 
sf + 


LIGHTWEIGHT MANUAL 
WHEELCHAIRS 
POWERED WHEELCHAIRS & SCOOTERS 
HOMECARE PRODUCTS 
* SALES * ACCESSORIES 
* SERVICE * PARTS 


Ask for our free mail order catalogue 


01252 547939 


43 ALEXANDRA ROAD, FARNBOROUGH, HANTS 


FREE CAR PARK AT REAR 


USED ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORT 
1992 Renault Trafic Versa, 
59k, £3,500. 

1995 Renault Trafic Widnes, 
AOk, £4,500. 

1989 Renault Extra Atlas, 
102k, £1,500. 


0191-226 0099 


PooLe MOBILITY 


Free home demonstration (if you live within 
450 miles of Poole, Dorset) on scooters, 
riser recliner chairs, wheelchairs, bathlifts 
and electric beds, with no obligation to buy. 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 


If not completely satisfied after 1 month 
full money refunded with no obligation to 
buy anything 


else fromus. Tal: 01202 676865 
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HSC 


Health & Safety 
Commission 


TR 


ENVIRONMENT 
TRANSPORT 
REGIONS 


CHAIRMAN 


Cc £100,000 pro-rata negotiable (currently a3 day week appointment) LONDON 


The Health and Safety Commission is an independent statutory body which advises Ministers on health and safety in 
the workplace. In addition to the Chairman, the Commission comprises nine members who are broadly 
representative of employers, employees and other parties with an interest in health and safety. Advice and support is 
provided to the Commission by the Health and Safety Executive, a separate body employing around 4,000 staff with 
specific responsibility for enforcing health and safety legislation and investigating accidents. 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Secretary of State for the Department of the Environment, Transport and The 
Regions is seeking an exceptional person to fill this prestigious public appoirttment. Your role will be primarily 
strategic and representational. You will guide the Commission in its discussion of complex material, securing 
consensus and providing Ministers with succinct policy advice, including proposals for legislation. You will be the 
UK’s leading promoter of health and safety, using your excellent communication and interpersonal skills to engage 
the commitment of key stakeholders to continue to drive up standards in the workplace. 


The Position 

@ Secure consensus in the Commission on good 
policy advice for Ministers on health and safety 
issues and convey that advice to them. 

H Secure Ministers’ agreement to a Plan of Work 
for the Commission and HSE which provides 
for proper expenditure of the budget allocated 
to HSC/E (c£200m p.a.). 

@ Promote effective partnerships with key 
stakeholders. 

Design and take forward a rolling campaign 

to raise awareness. 


The Requirements 
B® Strong communication and representational skills. 


M@ Able to secure credibility at the highest levels on 
health and safety issues. 


@ Chairing skills - ability to secure consensus. 
@ Political awareness and ability to think 
strategically. 


The DETR promotes equal opportunities in employment. It is concerned at the under-representation of women, 
ethnic minorities and people with disabilities in senior public appointments and particularly welcomes 
applications from them. A guaranteed interview scheme is available for disabled candidates who meet the 
minimum criteria for appointment. 


Please call 0171-312 3297 for further information and 
an application form. Completed forms should be 
sent to: Juliana Edwards, K/F Selection, 252 Regent 
Street, London WIR 6HL, quoting ref: 44455A/101. 


K/F SELECTION 


A DIVISION OF KORN/FERRY INTERNATIONAL 


Alternatively send by fax on 0171-312 3130 

or by e-mail to kfs-london@kornferry.com 

Closing date: 26th February 1999. 

Internet Home Page: http://www.kfselection.com 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw lineage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 


, ealth Advisor — Independent Living 


ite 
Full time — Fixed term contract to end March 2001 
Cuton Hall Lane, Chelmsford 
Grade: G £19,240 - £22,255 per annum 
Funded through joint finance this innovative scheme is an exciting 
opportunity to support the empowerment of local disabled people by 


developing a greater understanding of the social model of disability 
within primary care. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, 
instead Box Numbers will be provided. 
Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 
Experienced as a district nurse or equivalent, the successful candidate 
will work with disabled people to facilitate communications with 
health professionals to ensure full access to the health services needed 
to enable them to live a full and independent life in the community. 
The task will be to develop choice and more control for the individual 
over the services and clinical care they receive. 


Lineage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 2). 

DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or letters 


duninatoraacing: Well organised and resourceful, you will be self motivated though able 


to work as part of a team. 


You will have excellent interpersonal, teaching and presentation skills 
and an ability to liaise at all levels. 


Experience in the use of information technology is essential, together 
with a knowledge of disability legislation. 


Want your advert 
to reach more 
people? 


Why not put your advert 
on DN’s website? 


Car driver /owner essential. 
Budget management and research skills are also desirable. 
Applicants with direct experience of a disability are welcome. 


Although this is a Monday to Friday 9.00 am - 5.00 pm post some 
flexibility will be required as occasional evening meetings may be 
necessary. 

For further information please contact Di Green on 01245 235626. 


For a job description and application form, please contact 
the Personnel Department, tel: 01376 393011 
quoting reference number NM81/PC. 


To add yours, contact the 
Advertising Manager 
Richard Gresham, 
tel: 0171-252 1362, 
fax: 0171-383 4575. 


Closing date for return of application forms: 
Wednesday, 17th February 1999. 


MID ESSEX COMMUNITY & MENTAL HEALTH 
NHS TRUST 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 

LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 

YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 

YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 

and let us match buyer with seller. 

For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 
gue? Extra Strong Playpens. 


Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


* Walking sticks * Rainwear * 


i= Tyres * Batteries * Grab rails * 
o™O 


Scooters * Wheelchairs * 
Riserchairs * Stairlifts etc etc 


Equipment bought and sold. 


Sales, service, hire. 


D & K Mobility, 62, Hollybush Road, 
Gravesend, Tel: 01474 353837 
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3. 


Leisure & Amenity Services 


seeee Prtrriirriititiiritiii iret ee 


PRINCIPAL YOUTH WORKER 


£23,766 - £25,608 p.a. inclusive of L.W. 


35 hours 


We require a JNC qualified youth worker for the post of Principal Youth 
Worker at the Katherine Low Settlement in Battersea. You must have at 
least four years experience as a full-time youth worker or in a related 
area of work. 


You will develop the evening weekend and holiday work, and have 
management responsibility for a full-time Senior Youth Worker and a 
number of part-time Youth Workers. 


Duties include delivering an educational programme for all young 
people particularly those with disabilities. You will also be responsible for 
monitoring and evaluating the programmes as well as ensuring that they 
are delivered within the delegated budget. 


For an informal discussion please contact Phil Thomas (Youth Officer) on 
0181 871 7553. 


Application forms are available from Leisure & Amenity Services, 
Personnel Section, Room 241, The Town Hall, London, SW18 2PU. 
Telephone 0181 871 7795. Please quote ref: L2543 


Closing date 12th February 1999 


The Council as an Equal Opportunity Employer welcomes applications regardless of race, colour, nationality, 
ethnic origin, sex, marital status, disability or age. All applicants are considered on the basis of their merits and 
abilities for the job 


Wandsworth 


Derbyshire Coalition of Disabled People & 
Derbyshire Centre for Integrated Living 
OUTREACH Vacancies 


Community Development Workers — Personal Support Services (PSS) 
2 post totalling 1.6 whole time equivalent (£16,233 - £17,319 pro rata) 


Applications are invited from disabled people and non-disabled people to 
work in a team developing support services for disabled people (18-64) who 
are taking control over their own lives and choices in Derbyshire. The team is 
based at our Derby Office although work may be anywhere in the county. 
Experience of community work in a paid or voluntary capacity will be 
valuable, own car user essential. 


Project Co-ordinator - YOUng disabled people Fighting for Freedom 
(YOUFF) Full-time post (£14,337 - £15,723) 


Applications are invited from young disabled people (25-40) to build on 
the success of this innovative youth/community project. Work will involve 
maintaining links with young disabled people’s projects in the UK and 
abroad. Experience of community work in a paid or voluntary capacity will be — 
valuable, ability to relate to young people (15-35) and own car user essential. 


Details and application form from: Debbie Newton, tel: (01773) 740246, — 
minicom: (01773) 748452, before 4.00pm Tuesday 9 February 1999. 


DCIL, Long Close, Ripley, Derbyshire DE5 3HY. 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


John Grooms 
Housing Association 


John Grooms is a national Christian charity providing independent housing for wheelchair users 


Technical Services Officer 
£17,923 pa— £19,166 pa 
(progressing to £20,409 pa dependent upon performance) 


Based at our wheelchair accessible offices on the City fringes, we have an 
opening for a Technical Services Officer, to join our busy Technical Services 
team. Main responsibilities include: 


® managing our disability adaptations programme 
e@ managing service contracts 
e assisting with day-to-day enquiries and major repairs 

The successful applicant will be experienced in all aspects of disability adaptations 
with a knowledge of service contracts and basic building construction. A relevant 
technical or surveying qualification is desirable along with good communication 
skills, a flexible and willing attitude to work and a commitment to quality customer 
service. (Ref: TSO/02/99). A car owner with a full UK driving licence is essential, 
for which an allowance will be paid. Benefits include: 5 weeks annual leave, a 
generous pension scheme and season ticket loan. 


Closing date for applications: Wednesday 17 February 1999. 


JGHA is a Christian charity and seeks applications from people who share our 
Christian commitment and vision. 
JGHA is moving towards being an equal opportunities employer. 
Any disabled person who satisfies the essential criteria of the job specification 
will automatically be given an interview. 


For an application pack (no CVs) please call the recruitment line on: at Moy, © 
0171-452 2016 (answering machine), quoting the relevant reference 3 84% i 
number. John Grooms Housing Association, 50 Scrutton Street, London * - 
EC2A 4PH. 
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VOLUNTARY ABLE TREASURER 


Preferably disabled, with experience in book- 
eeping and computerised accounts (references 
please). Wanted to start in February for 


TIDEWAY SAILABILITY 


4 registered charity sailing club set up by disabled 
people in London on the Thames at Deptford. 


Tel: 0181-858 1822 


Commonwork 


A unique group of rural 
businesses and educational 
charities based in Kent seeks 
an experienced, dynamic and 
computer-literate 


FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR 
to join small team. 
(c£22,000 pa). 


For information pack, 
tel: (01732) 463255, 
fax: (01732) 740264. 


Closing date for completed 
applications: 19 February. 


ANNA GO TO THE EDGE...AND THEN SOME?!” 


Xtreme DynamixX run the ultimate 
in ‘BUZZ’ abseiling and 
canyoning activities. We offer 
comprehensive, tailor-made 
one/multiple day packages to suit & . 

individual or group needs. Apexi. ADVENTURES 


XTREME DYNAMIX ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES 
Tel: 0115-917 5042, mobile: 0797-902 4049, 
e-mail: xtreme.dynamix@mailcity.com 


Classified deadlines for 
the March issue of DN: 


Booking deadline is 12 Feb 
Copy deadline is 16 Feb 


> : nt 
+n 
as 


5 i 


Sg ee - or . 
eS gage ae, q u 
ny-mobility. 


FU 


1, 


The dawning of a new era. Summer, 1999. Oxford Street. 
NIKETOWN. A unique concept. A unique experience. 


And a unique career challenge for you. 


“Another day, 
another personal best.” 


c.£14,150 + flexible benefits » Central London 


For a disabled person like John, taking delivery of a new car under 
the Motability Scheme is often the key to the freedom that enables 
him to live a fuller life. Likewise, for a Customer Service Advisor, 
joining our Call Centre is often the beginning of a rewarding 
career. We believe in giving our people the freedom to use their 
initiative and common sense. In our experience, this autonomy 
results in a personal touch that makes all the difference. We're a 
growing business too, with currently more than 350,000 vehicles 
on the Scheme, which is expected to increase. 


As such we are looking to expand the teams responsible for 
advising our customers. Our work is divided between responding 
to questions in writing and dealing with enquiries over the phone. 
Both roles call for resilience, common sense and a friendly 
approach to helping people, whatever the nature of the query. 
Previous customer service experience is essential. 


Based at our new office in Central London, you'll be part of a team 
committed to individual empowerment. Excellent salaries are 
supported by a generous flexible benefits package which includes 
a 15% non contributory pension, interest free season ticket loan 
and a staff restaurant. So if you're an individual who yearns to 
provide a unique service, please send your CV to Gemma Fairlie, 
Human Resources Advisor, Motability Finance Limited, City Gate 
House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB for an 
application form and information pack. Alternatively, you can call 
her on 0171 654 4177. 
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Motability Finance Limited 
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“Customer service? “Hey, retail was due for 


That's what it’s all about.” 


10:27 am 2:10 pm 


Retail doesn’t get more extreme than this. Passionate 


about sports, passionate about customer service, 


for people with drive, determination and flair. There is no 
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better opportunity to prove just what you can do. 
Call 0171 649 6020 now. Lines are open between 9am-5pm. tee MORAN Dacre ON 


Please quote ref: 5351/DN. 
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NIKE EMPLOYS OPPORTUNITY EQUALLY. 
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“Going in for 
a little revolution.” ; the kill” 


6.02 pm 


PUT IT TO THE TEST. 
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Disability Now is not responsible for claims made in the advertisements it prints and all readers are advised to check claims with the advertisers before relying on them. 


Disabilitywow February 1999 
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Doctors are angry that the Government is to ration 
Sign of success: Disabled rally driver Paul Hannam, from South Wales, has a dream to take part in 


the Network Q Rally. With DN’s backing, he could be well on the way to fulfilling it. See page 12. 


the impotence drug Viagra on a cost basis. See page 1. 
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supporting disability spo;poP2Per 


the leading national disabiljz 
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"SOUTH WALES ECHO 
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Holidays Getting away to Europe 
Footwear “That'll do” won't do 


News focus Life without physio 
Parent’s voice No respite for me 
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